


Seoul, Korea January 18, 1904 James S. Gale

My dear Dr. Brown:

I have been asked by the Station to send you a statement regarding Bible translation
work, as to the amount already accomplished and the time taken for it. I send herewith a table of
the years and what has been done during them so that you may see at a glance just what the
methods of work have been.

The Year No. of Translations Sessions of 3 or 4 hours Portions Translated Aver

1893-94 5 20 Mat l

sl

chap to 5
th
chap, vs.48 7 verses

1894-95 4 none Individual work prepared
1895-96 5 none Individual work: Gospels & Acts completed
1896-97 5 59 (indiv. work: Gal., Eph, Rom. I,II,III John, Jas.) 9 verses

In session Mat 5 v.48-6:21

1897-98 4 39 Remainder of Matthew, all of Mark 27 verses
1898-99 4 Luke 1

st

chap, to 18
th

chap. 21 verses
1899-1900 4 110 Luke 19

th

chap, to end of ACTS 20 verses 1900-
about 60 Records left in the Yellow Sea at death of Mr. Appenzeller 1 0 verses

1901-1902

1902-1903 3 141 1 Cor.XII to II Tim 1:6 8 verses
1903-1904 3 41 (to Jan. 10

th

, 1914) II Thes 6
th
chap, to Hebrews 8

th

1 0 verses

There are 998 verses still to be translated, which at the rate of 10 verses a day will take
100 working days - or till June 3

rd
. This means that the new Testament has taken ten years for

completion, but as we have now about 160 working sessions in a year, the whole time occupied
by the Board during the 10 years represents 3 years and 4 months. That is, the Board has taken 3
years and 4 months - at its present rate of working to complete the New Testament of about 7950
verses. There are in the Old Testament about 23,150 verses which, at 10 verses a day, would
take 2315 working sessions - or 14 years, bringing us to the year 1918 as the time when the Old
Testament will be completed. This is setting the pace at the rate of work in the most difficult of
the Epistles. Many parts of the Old Testament prophets are as difficult as the involved Epistles,
but many parts of the Old Testament are in plain narrative and very easy. You will notice in the
table the difference of rate of working between the Gospels and the Epistles. In the Gospels we
reached as high as 27 verses a session, while in the Epistles we can get over only about 10 verses
in the same time. This has been the case especially in Romans, Galatians, Ephesians and
Hebrews.

As regards the Old Testament the Board has already in hand several books in manuscript
which it hopes to have printed as a kind of tentative version. In about two years we hope to have
all of the Old Testament ready for this form. It must however before becoming a permanent
version, be gone carefully over and this takes the time.

Our present way of working with 3 members, one bringing in the translation, and the

other two revising and passing it, is surely the simplest and shortest and easiest way that any
work can be done by committee. Your letter suggests that we could perhaps do better by taking

it up individually. This is what we are doing, though, as you say, it will be necessary to submit it
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to those who are to use it. This we are doing by submitting it to a committee of two, who have
had a chance to discuss with the translator all the perplexing questions as they come along and to
rule their decisions accordingly. This would seem to us the simplest way possible to do the work
unless you leave it entirely to one person, and our experience in the past inclines each translator
to have less and less confidence in his own individual decision. We need three at least to decide
the many questions that come up.

Very sincerely yours,

James S. Gale

(for Seoul station)

Approved by Seoul Station Jan. 18
th

,
1904

(from microfilm #280, Vol. 234, letter#! 1)



Pyengyang, Korea January 29, 1904 Rev. Harry C. Whiting, M.D.

Dr. Arthur J. Brown
156 Fifth Ave., New York

Dear Dr. Brown:

On Thursday morning Jan. 14th the first Station Meeting for the year 1904 was held at
the house of the Rev. Mr. Swallen. Rev. Norman Whitmoor [Whittemore] from Sun Chung
[Syen Chun] met with us. A very interesting budget of narratives was read and enjoyed. The
duty of rereading them and sending a brief summary to the Board fell to me, beginning with Dr.
S.A. Moffett’s report of the City Church. The special event was the Christmas celebration which
was the best in the Church’s history. A feature of the day was the presentation to Elder Kim
[Kim Ik-Du] of a house and small farm 50 li out, costing 1250 nyang. Thirteen of the more well-
to-do members united in this gift as a testimonial of their appreciation of his work as helper in

the Church for the past six years, the condition of his health being such that it was thought best
for him to retire to the country for a year.

The Christmas offering of the Korean Christians amounted to about 800 nyang, while the
offering for the Committee of Missions made two weeks later amounted to 950 nyang. The
people have subscribed enough for Helpers salaries to warrant the selection of three, one to give
his time to the South Gate congregation.

The Week of Prayer was observed as usual this year in connection with the Winter
Training Class. Rev. Will Blair reported the progress at the South Gate Church, which has been
very encouraging. [There has been greater] Interest and increased attendance. The work outside

the South Gate is the special feature. There seems to be great interest there and family after

family has decided to believe during the past few months. A door of opportunity is open before

us. He emphasized the importance of building this summer a church large enough to seat at least

350. This could be done for about 2000 yen. The City Church has already pledged 1000 yen.

This amount and what the South Gate Church would subscribe could not be available at once. If

the work is not to be fatally crippled by delay we will have to advance in all probabilities at least

half of the money this year.

Drs. Moffett and Baird, Rev’s. Lee, Swallen, Hunt, Bemheisel and Blair - with Rev.

Whittemore and Ross, were all very busy teaching in the Winter Men’s Training classes. Over
600 men were in attendance - not as large in numbers but more regular in daily attendance and
interest than last year.

Dr. Alice F. Moffett reported a trip she had made to the country in October, spending

Sunday at the Church in Soon An Eup. On the way home she stopped in three small villages,

holding services of an hour or so with the women in each place and treating 35 patients. In

(?) she held a class for women at Kal Won. 35 women came from 13 villages and spent

four days in study.

During Mrs. Swallen’s illness Mrs. Moffett and Miss Best carried on her work in
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addition to their own. Mrs. Blair reports the organization of a Wednesday afternoon class for thewomen of the South Gate Church, holding it in the home of Mr. Blair’s teacher. Outside the
South Gate, 23 women are enrolled, attend regularly and are very glad to have the class. Miss
Best, Miss Snook and Mrs. Blair have been teaching regularly at the Girls School. Miss Snook

and Miss Kirkwood spent a week in December at Chung Wha studying with the women of that
group.

Rev. C.F. Bemheisel spent October and November visiting the country districts under his
care, the number of catechumens received this year being 64. The great majority of Christians of
the district have been growing in Grace and Knowledge. The people responded very liberally to
his request for larger subscriptions to the Helpers salaries. The subscriptions were sufficient to
raise the salaries of the two helpers from 50 to 70 nyang a month and half of the salary of
another.

Rev. Wm. B. Hunt spent November in the Western Circuit. Every group was visited.

The general condition of the circuit is good, the evidences of which are: 1st, 110 were baptized
and 101 received as catechumens; 2nd, at least four new schools have been started with good
earnest men as teachers: 3rd, the number at the class for that circuit was fully double the number
in attendance the year before. 152 were enrolled at Tai Pyeng Dong. Dr. Baird, assisted in the

class. The Sin An Po class was not as large as anticipated - 155 enrolled.

Rev. Graham Lee helped Dr. Moffett with a class at Han Chun. Dr. Moffett reported 5

country trips. The Pyeng Yang Eastern Circuit is making progress. Two short visits [were
made] to Yung Yon for counsel in the building of the large church there. Work there is

encouraging. Han Chun district is full of opportunities.

Medical Report: Since my arrival [Nov. 24, 1903] I have treated 89 cases and made 52
calls. The members of the station have required but little of my services as there has been no
severe illness. Elder Kil Sun-Chu had a very serious illness. He spent four days with Dr. Baird
and Rev. Hunt at Tai Pyung Do in December.

Yours sincerely,

Harry C. Whiting

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, letter #16)



Pyengyang, Korea February, 1904

(From Letters of Mrs. A.F. Moffett)
YU HI’S WEDDING

Alice F. Moffett

Yu Hi s wedding day is set for the 15
th

of the 9‘h month. All the family seem very happyover the arrangements. Her betrothed came in from the country a few days ago bringing thegarments for the trousseau - a substantial supply but not abundant nor elaborate. They met andhad a talk together, he telling her that some men would be ashamed to bring such a meagre
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at he was sorry t0 d0 so
>
but that he could afford no more without going into debtwhich he had promised Ma Moksa [Pastor Moffett] not to do. She replied that he was quite right

in what he had done and that she was glad he did not go into debt, for that would only make it
harder for them later on. They themselves seem very happy and satisfied and have the prospectof beginning life together under very favorable circumstances.

************

Today is Yu Hi’s wedding day and the ceremony was performed in the woman’s chapel
this afternoon at two o’clock. Men and women who were closest friends, and little girls from the
day school, gathered to form a goodly company, but not a crowd. The pulpit was placed in the
comer of the “L” [L-shaped building] and was modestly decorated with chrysanthemums.
Promptly at the hour came the groom and his attendant upon donkeys, and after they entered the
building they were closely followed by the bride in her closed chair. Yu Hi made a very pretty
bride, but to me she looked much sweeter when, after having returned to the inner room of her
house, she put aside the head dress and smiled upon us as she arranged her silk garments.
Everything passed off very well, the feast was simple and unpretentious, and best of all Yu Hi
seemed very happy, a feature which has been remarked upon by the Korean women from the
time when preparations were begun. Her husband is a man of strong character, pleasing
manners, and right principles. I like him very much and I do believe she will have a happy
home.

The new school for girls began its sessions last Monday with thirty-eight girls and
women in attendance, and there is much enthusiasm in the study. Miss Best has her hands very
full with arrangements and her share of the teaching.

Last week I had the privilege of a four days’ trip in the country, holding six services with
the women of five groups and treating about thirty patients. It is the familiar story of need and
opportunity everywhere, a beginning of knowledge and an eagerness to b e taught, and yet the
experience of it is ever new. In one group about sixty women gathered for the Sabbath service:
they are studying Romans and are ready for thorough teaching. In the other four places the
Christian women, numbering about 30, 8, 5, and 17 respectively, formed the central circle of
each group, while many others gathered about the doors and listened qauietly. I am eager to go
again, and shall do so it possible about a month from now.

(from The Korea Field, February, 1904, pp. 153, 154)



Pyengyang, Korea Feb. 8 - Mar. 7, 1904 Extracts from home letters of Mrs. W.M. Baird

February 8, 1904:

Last night after we had gone to bed Dr. Moffett came pounding at the door with a
telegram from Dr. Allen saying that troops were on their way from Japan to Korea, and ordering
us to call in our itinerators, and keep the community as closely together as possible. So, early
this morning couriers had to be sent out in every direction calling in the absent ones and that is
the end of our spring itinerating that we count so much on.

Doubtless there is some divine purpose in it, and we must try to put the time to good use
in some other way. There is some talk of starting evangelistic meetings for the whole city of
Pyeng Yang, and putting our entire strength into them.

If the Japanese are really coming in force we will doubtless see history made very rapidly
in the next few months. I don’t suppose we will be in the least personal danger, but we may be
put to inconvenience, for instance, if the big church and the academy building should be wanted
to house troops in, or perhaps even our dwelling houses. Or if communication should be cut off
from the rest of the world so that we can’t get good supplies. Anyway, we must be ready for any
emergency, so from today we go onto close rations in order to husband our stores.

Don’t worry a bit about us. We are all prepared to trust the Lord and Uncle Sam, and
calmness reigns among us all. There are half a dozen big American flags in the community, and
when the troops begin to pour in, you may picture the mission houses all nestling together on our
sunny hillside, with Old Glory proudly waving in the breeze above us. What I feel sorry for are
the Koreans, poor defenseless, helpless creatures. We must try to be all the strength to them that

we can.

Feb. 24th

I think I wrote last week about the evangelistic meetings. They were a great success.
The men of the station together with a large band of Koreans, canvassed the city every afternoon,
and were everywhere received with wonderful readiness. In the evenings great crowds gathered
at the big church, very many of them unconverted people.

Will spoke Wednesday night and I went down with him. It was a great sight, fully two
thousand people present, and packed to the very doors. A large number of Christians were
bunched outside, having given up their seats to the unconverted. Will made a splendid talk and
held their attention well, but while the service was in progress, a telegram came from Dr. Allen
and we learned later of its contents. It said for all the women and children of the community to

be ready to start at once over land to some point along the coast where we might be able to

connect with a gunboat. He said he couldn’t telegraph reasons, and the only thing we could

conjecture was that the Russians were pouring down on us in great numbers from the north. We
all tried to keep as cool as possible and the men got together and organized into various

committees for getting everything done. Ox carts were secured, and the first lot of baggage was
to start at five o’clock Friday afternoon, when another telegram came, saying that the women
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and children from Syen Chun, and also a party from the American Mission [American mines]
were to concentrate here, and we could all remain where we were for the present. No one up
here wants to move out just on account of general scare, in the face of the difficulties that such a
move would involve. You have no idea what it would involve in this country at this time of the
year. It would take 200 coolies besides oxen and donkeys to move us at all, and it is very
doubtful if we could get them. All our bedding and food, if we had any, we would have to take
with us, and there would be very little possibility of all getting shelter at night. It is out of the
question to think of it.

So we are all just hoping and praying that we may not be required to go at all, and hoping
more than anything else for an early spring, not only for ourselves, but for the Koreans. When
once the ice is out of the river, we can meet the gunboat at Chinnampo with comparative ease, if

we have to. The party from the mines are expected in today, and from Syen Chun on
Wednesday. I am perfectly sure we will be given wisdom and strength to meet every

emergency.

Tuesday - The word now is that 50,000 Japanese soldiers are landing in Korea. Most of these

will pass through Pyeng Yang and on up north, where the decisive battles will probably be

fought. It is not likely that there will be any fighting here at all. Our one prayer to God is that

we may not be called on to go and our feelings now are that we will just hang on a day at a time

through whatever happens. What makes us feel that we cannot go, is that it seems like deserting

our people. You have no idea how they hang on us. They keep coming in, saying, “What shall

we do? Shall we run away, and where shall we run to?” And a hundred other questions that we
cannot possibly answer for them. As long as we stay they are reasonably calm, but when the

word got out that the women and children were talking of going, there was almost a panic. The
heathen population have been perfectly panic stricken for several days, and have poured out of

the town by thousands, with their household goods and their children on their backs, bound for

they hardly know where, any place for safety. They are sure to meet with dreadful loss and

suffering before they get back home again. But the Christians are standing pretty firm, and will

as long as we do.

Feb. 25th .

My dear home Folks,

Nothing much is happening except that Japanese soldiers are beginning to come in a few

at a time. They have taken possession of the city, and closed all the gates except one in order to

keep out any Russian spies who may be loitering about.

Feb. 28th .

Yesterday just as I was getting ready to go in to my Sabbath school, word came that the

city gates were all tightly closed, and that skirmishing was going on a little way up the Eui Ju

road between Russian and Japanese cavalrymen. The Russians so far as we can learn, are a party

of mounted scouts who don’t want to fight, but have made a bold dash down here from
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Manchuria in order to inform themselves about the roads and lay of the land in general.

March 7th .

Last week I wrote of bullets flying not far from us. That was the nearest the Russians

got. They immediately took the back track, joining the remainder of the force, twelve or fifteen

hundred in all, and the last we heard of them they were flying back to Manchuria.

The Russians have a very nimble force to fight, and we all think that the Japanese will

win. The latter are pouring in here daily by hundreds and thousands. The retreat of the Russians

and the coming in of large numbers of the Japanese make our position as safe as anybody could

wish. Dr. Allen telegraphs that the gunboat will be along in a few days. The mines people, of

course, will go, and perhaps some of the Methodists, but all of our station, so far as I know, are

expecting to stay right here.

This scattering of the Christians seems sad now, but it is sure to turn out as in the days of

the early disciples. They will go everywhere preaching the Word, and the number of believers

will be greatly multiplied. That is what we expect, and we want to be right on hand to take

advantage of it when it comes.

[Signed by Annie Laurie Adams Baird]

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, letter #22)



Pyengyang, Korea

My Dear Dr. Brown:

February 16, 1904 E. Wade Koons

January and the first part of February have
at work than usual, and that is saying a good deal.

seen the Pyeng Yang force even more steadily

The winter training class, with an enrollment of about 600, began Dec. 3 1 and ran twoweeks. All the men except Dr. Whiting and myself, took part in the teaching, and Miss Snook& Miss Kirkwood [later Mrs. Bemheisel] helped in the singing classes. Five days of the weekwere given to regular class work, Saturday to special conferences, and Sunday had special
services. I should mention Mr. Ross and Mr. Whittemore, who gave valuable assistance to the
teaching. I he class was most successful in every way. This class was followed by the winter
session of the Theological Class, numbering six men, Moffett, Lee and Hunt being the teachers
This class lasted two weeks.

The Advanced School for Girls & Women [later Soong Eui] tried for the first time this
year, closed Jan. 29 after a three-months’ run. 43 women (20 from the city & 23 from the
country) attended. The advanced class (6) studied Arithmetic, Composition, Geography
Hygiene, Physiology, the Bible, a Christian tract & Gale’s Chinese Reader. Misses Best &
Snook, and Madames Baird, Moffett, Hunt & Blair were the teachers, with help from a Korean
Bible woman & a Korean teacher. The beginners’ class, who had never studied in a school
before, had Gospel of Mark & part of Matthew, Geography of Korea, Arithmetic through
multiplication, Writing, Composition, Christian tracts. The Educational Committee recommends
a session of the school next winter for a term not to exceed 4 months.

Swallen & Blair held a most interesting class at Suk Chun during the last days of
January. The place is a county seat & the three villages that compose the town [?] number about
500 houses. There has been a group of 40 men & many women there for some time, but all but 4
families in it came from the country. The towns-people seemed gospel-hardened. The class was
planned with a view to reaching these people, and at the same time giving the men attending the
class a chance to do something. The regular study hour was observed in the morning, and the
evenings were given, as usual, to public meetings, but the afternoons, after a short prayer
meeting, were spent in house-to-house preaching. The effect was marvelous. Unbelievers
crowded the church at every evening service, brought books, and showed a mind to believe
Back-sliders were reclaimed, and the church itself set on fire for souls. Blair said, telling me of
the last night there: We (Swallen and himself) were talking it all over after the last ones had
gone and we heard outside the rooms where we were, in the main part of the church, some men
talking. So we went out to see, and there was a group of the men, talking it over, too. We asked
them why they hadn’t gone to bed, & they said ‘We’re too happy to sleep.’ So we sat down with
them for a little prayer-service and though it was nearly midnight we prayed and talked for two
hours. “Too happy to sleep” means a good deal when a Korean says it.

The Pyeng Yang men s class, which opens today, is to try the same method, & expects to
make a house-to-house canvass of the whole city. The time seems most opportune - the war
news makes the people ready to listen, and the people are giving a grand witness to the power of
faith, in the quiet way they are facing the situation. We look for great things.
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^hlting s letter t0 Miss Parsons will tell of the report of the missionary women

(Koreans) [which was] made a few days ago. I’ll not steal her thunder, but I hope you will read
the letter, at least that part of it.

As for the different members of the station, several have been mentioned already in
connection with the work. Dr. Baird, Dr. Moffett, Dr. Whiting & Mr. Bemheisel have spent all
the time in town. Bemheisel is teaching in the Academy during January & February. Mr
Swallen & Mr. Blair were out, one for 10 days, the other 3 weeks in their territory - see class
mentioned above. Lee and I went to Am Kol in Whang Hai Do for a week’s class & visited
another group on the way home. Hunt went into Whang Hai on his way to Seoul, en route to
Fusan, but turned back, partly on account of disturbed conditions there — when he received Dr.
Allen’s message forbidding country travel - see below -. Miss Snook & Miss Best each held one
country class. The other ladies were all in town.

I have kept the war news till the last, for it is rather hard to write war news that will not
be read till it has cooled for six weeks & then will be looked at in the light of later events. Ever
since New Year there have been rumors of war, and Jan. 2 most of the men, including the Syen
Chun people, prepared for possible disturbed conditions by buying up a supply of Japanese
silver, as Korean nickels. Bank checks would be little use in war time.

Jan. 25 a wire came from Dr. Allen calling on Moffett to assemble Americans & discuss
the situation, particularly with regard to danger from a Tong Hak rising, and the need of a guard
here. We told him in reply that the Tong Haks were active, with a vigorous propaganda, and
constantly increasing numbers, but that our people would warn us of a projected uprising in time
to take measures for protection, and that we could call upon the Japanese in the city for help if

necessary.

Everything was quiet after that till Feb. 8, when another wire came from Allen,
forbidding all country travel, & ordering us not to diminish numbers. A courier met Lee &
myself with the news on our way in and caught Hunt in Whang Hai & Miss Snook with closing
her class one day earlier than she had planned. Miss Best, who was out at the time, was also
notified and came in when her class was finished. The Moffetts gave up their trip to Syen Chun,
where Dr. M was to help in the class and we all sat down to await developments.

February 1 1 we sent a courier to Dr. Allen. Feb. 8 to 13 the telegraph line was not open
to the public, for military reasons - telling him that in case of a rising of the Tong Haks, the

Japanese could not assure us a guard, but would protect us if we would take refuge with them in

the city. As this meant leaving our houses to be looted, we decided, in case of such an uprising,

to stay by them & defend ourselves. We suggested to him that a U.S. gunboat at Chinnampo
would be a factor in quieting any disturbance, & in discouraging attacks on us.

This morning Dr. Moffett wired Allen “All quiet, no danger in sight”, timing his telegram
to come to Seoul the same day the letter should arrive. His wire was crossed by one from Allen
saying he proposes to send a boat to Chinnampo to take offwomen & children. Dr. Moffett

replied: “Hold boat at present” and has received no answer. The Japanese victories, we have
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or the tighter Japan s grip is, the less chance there is of such a thing gaining headway.

For our Christians in the country villages, there is still danger of isolated outrages of one
sort or another. The Christians in the city are remarkably quiet. When you hear of the
excitement in Pyeng Yang ten years ago, you realize what “Peace, perfect peace”, means and
that the Gospel does give the peace.

Yours very truly,

Wade Koons

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, #23)



Seoul, Korea February 18, 1904 H.G. Underwood

Rev. Dr. Arthur J. Brown
156 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y.

My dear doctor Brown:

There are two letters of yours to the Mission concerning which I desire to write you a
line. In the first place in regard to the Union Church for Korea, you can readily see how
essential it is that all of the Presbyterians working in this land should unite in one Union Church,
and we cannot expect that this one Union Church shall be connected with either one of the
Churches whose representatives are sent here and it certainly cannot be connected with them all.

Not a few of us here feel that we have perhaps gone somewhat slowly in the matter of
ordaining ministers of the Gospel but we believe that if it has been an error, it has been an error
on the side of caution and it is far better to err on this side rather than on the other. It had
seemed to us that it would be better for the Church when first organized to be largely composed
of missionaries, for the natives realize what Presbyterian government is, and that until they
themselves are presbyters they will have practically no voice in matters of the Church
government. Before they become presbyters we should allow them to sit on Sessions and what
might be termed Church Councils, and consult with them but we definitely let them know that

none but ordained ruling and preaching elders can have a vote. This they fully realize and it is

the desire of the missionaries here to be so organized that as each new ruling or preaching elder

is prepared to take his place, he may be accorded all the privileges that are due him and in this

way they will be gradually trained so that they will know how to carry on the government of the

Church. This certainly seems to me to be a wise precaution that at the start the foreigners should
be in the majority. We cannot expect that the native Presbyterian Church can suddenly become
full fledged and it has seemed to the most of us that it would be just as well while they are being
trained for this work that there should be sufficient control by the presence of foreigners. You
say that it is noteworthy that in the case of other existing, native, independent churches their date

of organization was deferred until the number of ordained ministers and elders was much larger

than the number of missionaries and that the native element had maintained its original

proportion, but it has seemed to some of us that there has been a mistake here, which might with

advantage be avoided in Korea. The Koreans themselves would understand fully our attitude in

the matter and I feel sure that if it were put to a vote of our leading men, including elders,

deacons, candidates for the ministry and helpers they would welcome the suggestion made by
the missionaries thus far. It seems to me that we want to prepare the Korean Church gradually

for absolute independency and that we ought therefore, to take into our Councils as fast as they

are prepared, all ordained Korean elders and ministers and that they would be given, as soon as

ordained, the vote that their ordination entitles them to.

In regard to the suggestion concerning pastors for the constantly increasing number of

native congregations, we all of us realize most fully the necessity of this and 1 think that our

reports from year to year will show that very few, if any, of our missionaries are pastors of local

churches in the sense in which that word is used at home. It is the natives who do the pastoral

work but up to the present time it has been deemed wise by a majority of the missionaries in
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ministry for Korea in two ways. We must take of the best men we have and by having them
under our care and instruction gradually train them up for the pastorate and when they have been
sufficiently drilled and instructed, induct them into the same. We must also at the same time
take young men, give them a good thorough academic foundation and then when they are ready,
take them into what will be our Theological Seminary. Neither one of these plans should be
followed to the exclusion of the other. Only by a careful following up of both will the best
results be obtained. Although Seoul Station has not heretofore called them candidates for the
ministry there are quite a number of men whom without giving them the name, we have had in
preparation. In the course of three or four years we trust that several will be ordained. Our
academy, on the other hand, we want mainly for the training of young men whom we hope will
be useful in the Gospel ministry, but in a great many cases we prefer that their decision should
be made after mature deliberation, when nearly through their academic course. The best pupil
we at the present time have in the academy is a young man who is going there with the Gospel
ministry definitely in view. He is working towards that end, stands very high in the estimation
of his teachers and will make an excellent man. There are others also in the academy with this in
view and have so expressed themselves and there are still others whom we hope will be led to
take this step when the time comes.

In regard to your letter of Dec. 9th and the new Station problem, you speak of detaching
men from other stations for opening this work. Of course as far as Seoul Station is concerned, as
one of the new Stations proposed is to be in part in Seoul Station territory and is really to enable
Seoul Station workers to the better reach their work, we can certainly spare one to undertake the
work of this new Station, and at the meeting when this was discussed the members of Seoul
Station so agreed, but if you are going to detach from Fusan one of the men there, whom would
you take? You have only one clerical, senior missionary there and our rules would not allow any
but a Senior missionary to start a new Station. You would hardly take away from Fusan the only
one of the clerical men who can speak the language and with efficiency carry on the work. In
addition to this I remember that when I was at New York at the Conference of Board workers,
when it was felt that Fusan Station needed extra workers, the question was raised as to whether
the Board in New York should order the Mission to apportion this number of missionaries to that

Station. When asked the question, I doubted the advisability of the Board’s issuing any such
order and said that it would be time enough to issue the order after the Mission had refused to

listen to a suggestion along that line from the Board. The Board made the suggestion but the

Mission did not heed. The Board then appointed Mr. Hall directly to Fusan Station bringing the

number of workers up to its present force, and now is the Board going to suggest that the number
be reduced? I feel, especially after all that has been said about Fusan Station and the personal
element that has entered into the discussion, that for the permanent welfare of the work in South
Kyung Sang Do, the Board ought to see to it that the force is not reduced. The Board has
definitely decided to stay in Fusan and I think rightly so. Fusan Station for the first time in some
years has felt that it was going to receive its fair share of attention. The last year’s reports from
there are most encouraging and it does seem to me that nothing ought to be said or done that

would in any way tend to mar the bright prospects that face that Station at the present time.

Then you say that Seoul has ten men. If you will carefully count over the men and then the work
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assigned them, you will see that Vinton, Gale and I are in the main assigned to general mission

work for the whole field and not to local work. My assignment does allow a small amount of

evangelistic work in and around Seoul, but for the other two this is almost impossible. Then

when you remember that Clark, Welbon, Sharp and Miller are none of them Senior missionaries,

Pyeng Yang is far better equipped in its missionary force than Seoul Station, and while it is

granted that they have the larger force, you ought also to bear in mind that consequently they

have a much larger force of natives to assist in the work. Of course the war having started, we
cannot at the present time start either of the new Stations so that the matter must lie in abeyance

until the war is over. At the same time your letter having raised the question, I wanted to put this

phase before you. Of course you know that the war is with us and have read of the Japanese

successes. All is quiet here. The Syen Chyun people were called in from Syen Chyun by Dr.

Allen but all have not yet arrived at Pyeng Yang, the Sharrocks still remaining on account of the

illness of one of their children. We had some fear for the Syen Chyun people as there had been

one skirmish just outside of Pyeng Yang. We were very glad when the telegram came yesterday

saying that they had arrived safely in the city. The work in Seoul goes on as usual. Prospects

are brighter than previously, tho’ I fear that some of the people will be so taken up with the war

that it will be hard in many cases to get them to keep their attention on religious things. I believe

that the result of the war will be such that a wider door will be opened to us and I regret very

much indeed that we have not the men here now so that when the door is open they would be

ready to enter in.

With kindest regards from us all.

Yours most sincerely,

H.G. Underwood

)

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, letter #25)



Madison, Indiana March 2, 1904 Maria Jane McKee Moffett

My dear Sam:

We are wondering what your surroundings are and if you have had to leave your home.

We have been told the United States vessels are giving the missionaries all protection but of

course we are anxious to hear something every day although the dispatches may be so very

unreliable. We have received from the Board of Foreign Missions Bulletin No. 1, giving us all

the information they have and it has been a great comfort to us - but again we hear that the

Pyengyang missionaries have gone to Northern Manchuria for safety and those from Seoul are to

go to the Philippines. Oh! that this cruel war was over. In a note to Tom [S.A.M.’s younger

brother] from Mrs. Fish [Alice Fish Moffett’s mother], she says: “I today telegraphed to Rev.

Arthur J. Brown ofNew York thus: - ‘Do you hear from our children, the Moffetts: Are they

protected’?” His reply came worded thus: “Cable just received announces all missionaries safe -

full protection arranged.” This is a comfort and I hope is all true.

Howard [S.A.M.’s older brother] and family have been in Florida for some weeks - have

visited several places and are enjoying the warm climate. A great many others have gone for the

winter but I decided I couldn’t stand the journey and was better off at home, although we have

had an unusually cold winter. I have been housed up - have been to church and P.M. a few

times.

Tom [S.A.M.’s younger brother] is running the Home Mission Committee at present,

having a good man to fill his pulpit for a while. [He writes]: “There is a plan for Dr. Cook and

me to accompany several of the Indians to Washington D.C. to plead their cause for a reservoir.

There is great destitution among the Pimas. I will write you more concerning this in a few days.

We hope to secure water for irrigation through a special act of Congress. Friends of Missions to

the Indians will have to furnish the expense. We have written to the Board and to General

Howard. Executive] Secretary Long is chairman of the Lake Mohonk Conference Committee to

promote the object.”

I don’t feel like writing of anything but the war. It is in my thoughts day and night.

All is well at Fort Wayne [Indiana].. Susie [S.A.M.’s older sister] writes the baby is all

that’s good and sweet and well and lovely. Mary [is] not well. I will send this off hoping and

praying it may find you both safe and well.

Your loving

Mother

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Ping Yang, Korea March 5, 1904 Samuel A. Moffett

[Dear Dr. Wells]:

Ping Yang is in it once more. We wish it were otherwise, but we are glad we are here as

long as there is trouble. The first shots on land were fired here last Sunday morning, when
Russian cavalry scouts came within a mile or so of the city and were fired upon by the Japanese

from the Seven Stars or north gate. Two horses were injured. That day the Japanese Consul

suggested that there might be more firing, and that if we wished we could send the ladies from

our house, which is a quarter of a mile outside the walls, inside the fortifications. However,

nothing more occurred, but we had to stay close indoors. Since then the Russians have gone

steadily back to the north, because the Japanese army has been forcing them back until now the

Russians are at Chunju, and the Japanese have taken possession of Anju.

“All the ladies and children came down from the American mines, 100 miles to the north,

ten days ago. All the missionaries from Sunchun came here except Dr. and Mrs. Sharrocks and

Mr. Whittemore, who remained in Sunchun and are liable to find themselves in the thick of the

trouble. For a while it looked as if we might have to send the women and children from Ping

Yang, as Minister [Horace] Allen has sent us word that a cruiser would come for us as soon as

possible. Now, however, as the cruiser is expected in a few days to take off the mines people and

those others who might wish to go, we can stay on, with the possibility of having to leave later if

the Russians come on victoriously and a battle is fought here.

“The correspondents have arrived and are fine fellows. We enjoy meeting them.

McKenzie, of the London Daily Mail
,
is our guest, and is a great man to ferret out news.

Collier ’s Weekly has a photographer here, and he is sending out pictures, which I presume will

appear in the paper from time to time. Jack London is also here.

The Japanese are conducting themselves very well and there is no complaint against

them. Although fully nine-tenths of the natives have left Pingyang, almost all native Christians

have remained, and the merchants of that class are doing a thriving business

[unsigned as published in Portland, Oregon newspaper, but attributed to Samuel

A. Moffett, Dr. Wells’ pioneer missionary colleague in Ping Yang]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers. This letter to Dr. J.

Hunter Wells, published in The Morning Oregonian ,
Monday, April 11, 1904)



Pyengyang, Korea

Dear Father Fish:

March 14, 1904 Samuel A. Moffett

We are all well and are still in Pyengyang with prospects of staying here for some time
and a probability of not having to go out at all. We are in the midst of war scenes but not on
what we expect to be the battle field.

We are deeply thankful that the situation is such that it is not necessary to send out the
women and children as we feared for a while it might be. Last week we received word from Dr.
Allen that the Cruiser Cincinnati would come to Chinnampo to take off the people from the
American mines and those of our number who wished to leave. He did not say the women must
come to Seoul but “may” come to Seoul so we all of us decided that the situation was not one
which made it necessary to send them out now. The river is now almost free from ice - the
steamers are now running between Chemulpo and Chinnampo and in a few days will be running
up to within five miles of us so that on short notice we can send any out should it become
necessary.

The Japanese troops are now here in force, others are coming, others are landing at

Chinnampo and many have already gone north - the 2000 Russian Cavalry and scouts retreating

before them. Everything points to a battle up on the Yalu river near or beyond Eui Ju sometime
about the first of May. I think the general opinion is that Japan will at least hold her own and not

be repulsed or forced back. Even in case of defeat and a retreat her troops will make one or

more stands north of us and in any event we will have abundant time to get out of here should
there be the appearance of a battle here.

War correspondents and military men are appearing on the scene and we are having a

good time entertaining some of them and hearing war news. We are also getting ideas of what a

war correspondent’s experiences are. We had Jack London of San Francisco Examiner with us

last week. He pushed on north against orders and was put in jail under guard about 15 miles

north of us. He came back yesterday and now we hear that all war correspondents have been
ordered back to Chemulpo.

Yesterday Gen’l Henry T. Allen of the U.S. Army in the Philippines arrived and is our

guest. We are seeing what for us are new phases of life.

The nations of the earth carry on their warfare and in the midst of it we continue our

warfare against Satan’s kingdom. Our Christians have been richly blessed these days by the

assurance they have of the overruling presence of God and of His watchful care for them. They
have been grandly witnessing to others by their own freedom from fear. I am carrying on
examinations for baptisms each day and before many Sabbaths are past expect to have between

fifty and a hundred ready to be baptized and received into the church. 1 suppose fully 4/5 or 9/10

of the people in the city have fled to the country and now Japanese soldiers are occupying all the

houses. Nevertheless we had a congregation yesterday of about 800 Christians and much of our

work goes on as usual.
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WC hCar by C°Uner ab°Ut twice a week - The Russians have been there

arehtSS^ ^ Mr ' Whlttemore and our property there have not been molested. Weoping that the Russians will soon retire beyond the Yalu and leave our Sun Chun Stationoutside of the ground to be contested.

If you will watch the Examiner and Colliers ’ Weekly you will soon be finding some
articles and pictures that will interest you. When through with them please mail to me for our
amusement. We shall enjoy seeing how much Jack London can color the facts transpiring about
us. I do not know why our December letters were so long delayed. The letters of early February
have been delayed purposely as the Japanese did not wish word of the Chemulpo battle to go out
until after their official reports were given to the world. We are taking it for granted that you are
not worrying over us. We intend to do nothing rashly, to run no serious risks and to take all
precautions for safety long before necessity arises.

Dr. & Mrs. Sharrocks decided that it was their duty to stay in Syen Chun even tho there
might be danger. They are of course in some danger, but I do not believe anything serious will
happen to them. However my own decision for Alice is that if there is any probability of a battle
here she will go out to Seoul while I stay here or hereabouts to guard the property - avoiding all
risk, nevertheless. This I think is the decision of most of the men. Alice is better and stronger
and growing more so every day. We are going along peacefully with our usual avocations
interspersed here and there with war talks. I have been in the garden trimming grape vines this
afternoon getting ready for spring. Alice and I went down to look at our lettuce bed and the
onions sprouting in the hot bed. Are not these peaceful occupations? The question of food
supply is one that interests us greatly. We shall probably have to wait a month or more longer
than usual for our supplies from Smith’s Cash Store - because of the scarcity of ships from Japan
- all having been called off for use as transports. Flour and butter are pretty nearly out - so we
are laying in a supply of Korean Sesamum oil and Korean wheat with which to meet the
emergency.

Of chickens and eggs and rice we have already laid in quite a supply knowing that the
presence of 10,000 Japanese soldiers will make chickens and eggs pretty scarce. What is to be
the outcome of the war no one knows but the Lord is over all and we doubt not that it means
eventual good to the Koreans and also to Chinese and Russians. We shall have to labor on here
for a while under greatly disturbed conditions but we fully believe that even these experiences
will be made to work out good to us and the Korean Christians.

We rejoice in the good news of your continued good health and are always made glad
when mother can write that she too is well. To mother I send a heart full of loving sympathy in

the death of Uncle Charles. What a comfort to know that his faith became bright and clear in his

latter days.

Please give a cordial greeting to Uncle Tom and Mr. Havens and remember me
especially to Mr. James whose acquaintance I very greatly valued.

With much love to Mother and you

Your affectionate Son

Samuel A. Moffett

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea March 14, 1904 Alice F. Moffett

Dear Father and Mother,

Word came to us a few days ago that quantities of mail is detained both in Chemulpo and

Japan and I am distressed for fear our letters are not reaching you; but I do hope the news is not

true for I am writing regularly the first part of every week and you should have word by every

steamer to counteract all the newspaper reports and let you know that we are alright.

The cruiser which Dr. Allen sent us is to leave Chinnampo - the port on the river below

Pyeng Yang - this afternoon and all those who were to take her went down yesterday and day

before. Oh, I am so thankful with every thought, that we ladies of the station have not had to

leave. Japanese soldiers are passing through to the North in great numbers - 5000 came in the

other day and are leaving today I believe. We hear that the Russians who came down this far

have all retreated and rumor says they will make their strong stand at the Yalu. There is every

prospect that battle will be far to the North and that we may remain here. The crowding of the

soldiers into the city is making it very hard for the Koreans. Numbers of the Christian women

are taking refuge with us, and almost all available space is taken in the buildings about our

compound. With us are Mr. Koons, Mr. and Mrs. Ross and two children from Syen Chun, as

you know, and General Allen of the American army in the Philippines. He has been there

several years and was in command of 10,000 soldiers. We feel greatly honored by having so

distinguished a guest. He is a tall handsome man of fine physique - every inch a general, and a

delightful Christian gentleman. Major Pereira of the British Grenadiers came with him and is a

guest at Mr. Lee’s.

There was a good congregation yesterday in spite of the troublous times. I had a class of

about thirty women in the morning and oh, it is such a joy to be with them - doubly so now when

they lean so upon us. I cannot express my joy at the privilege of being here. Mrs. Ross is far

from well. Dr. Whiting and I consulted about her the other day and I shall try to do what I can to

help her while she is here. Cannot do all I would like, for my hands are too full at present. I am

well - so much better than I was three months ago - and am glad to have the strength to use in

these busy times. Sam too, is well though very busy so that I scarcely see him except at meal

times. He is such a dear, dear husband, and we are always as happy together as can be. This you

may always read between the lines of all my letters - 1 do not begin to tell you of the deep,

constant happiness which we always have in our home, but you understand I am sure that there is

never a cloud upon it.

One of the ladies from the mines - Mrs. Mary L. Johnson, who has been there with her

brother, is now on her way to America and promised to go to see you. She is a lovely Christian

woman and will tell you many things about us which I cannot write. I am so glad you will have

a visit from her. She is to be at 1410 Louisa St. North, Berkeley.

A heart full of love,

Hastily, Your loving

Alice F. Moffett

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Syen Chyun, Korea March 19, 1904 Alfred M. Sharrocks

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Ave.

New York, N.Y.

Dear Dr. Brown:-

We in Syen Chyun have not yet received your letter of January 20
th

to the mission but our

Pyeng Yang friends have given us the benefit of its contents. We are glad the Board appreciated with

us the importance of holding things up here.

You are well acquainted with the situation of Syen Chyun - on the main road from Eui Ju to

Pyeng Yang, fifty miles from the former and about 1 10 miles from the latter. With the Russian forces

at Port Arthur and Dalney [Dairen] and the Japanese landing in Seoul, Pyeng Yang and Wonsan, the

meeting ground would inevitably be in our immediate neighborhood, for we are about equally distant

from the main forces of the two armies.

Our theories along this line are already being substantiated by the fact that over a thousand

Russian troops have now passed us and are within 10 miles of the approaching Japanese forces less

than 50 miles down the road. We will almost hear the firing of what will possibly be the first land

battle of the war. However, much as we expected this, we do not look for Korea to be the battle field

long. The main fighting, and after the first few skirmishes probably all the fighting, will be in

Manchuria. Our reasons for thinking so are simply these: The Japanese navy is certainly stronger in

general effectiveness than the Russian and Japan has all preparation made for a rapid prosecution of the

war while Russia has not. Hence we look for a naval victory for Japan and the landing of large

numbers of Japanese directly in Manchuria. Being cut off from the outer world by the Russian lines we

do not hear much from the front, but word of sea-fighting has come to us. And the odds seem to be in

favor of Japan.

If the fighting is mainly in Manchuria Korea will be comparatively at peace and our work will

be carried on with few interruptions. But if the present conditions last much longer our work will be

sure to suffer. The Koreans are of a timid nature and they know that their only safety in case of danger

is to get well out of its way. Hence Syen Chyun has been reduced from a town of over 3000 to

probably 600. The deserted streets and empty houses give war a pretty black appearance. Of the few

who remain in town nearly a third are Christians. These stayed in larger numbers because of our

presence. Last Sabbath morning we had a congregation of one hundred and seventy and so far the

general interest and earnestness in the church has been good.

There are few trying things in connection with our staying here. It has been our custom always

to obtain money by selling orders on Pyeng Yang or Seoul to local merchants who buy their goods

from these places (checks or paper yen have never been used here). Since trade has been stopped no

one is sending for goods and it has become most difficult to get money. To bring it up from Pyeng

Yang would be both risky and expensive. Added to this is the fact that Japanese money, in which our

salaries are paid, has depreciated nearly one half. In other words, so far as local expenses are

concerned we are practically living on half salary.

Getting supplies will be difficult partly because of the blocking of the roads but particularly

because the steamers which ply these Oriental waters are all Japanese and will be doing duty as

transport.
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Probably the phase of the situation which will give us the greatest anxiety is the

threatened uprising of the Tonghaks. In 1894 they were practically the spark that started the

conflagration called the Chino-Japanese war. In 1900 they were in open alliance with the Boxer
movement of China and it was only the suppression of that movement that checked a similar affair on
this side. In 1901 they again began to foment but the strong hand of our American Minister was
effectual in averting danger. For many years their thoughts have turned to this year as their great

opportunity. War was confidently looked for because one of their sages of old said that this year would
be one of critical importance to the country. Hence the beginning of hostilities and the arrival of Russia

and Japan just at this time is taken as a sure sign of the fulfillment of all their desires. There are the

wildest kind of rumors about the strength and numbers of the Tonghaks and what they are going to do,

and they all crystallize about the one thought that there will be a general uprising on the 15
th

of their

third moon, which falls on the 30
th
of April of our calendar. Strange to say, it is generally believed by

the Koreans that the Russians are abetting the cause of the Tonghaks and will stand by them in

anything they do and it is well known by even the foreigners that many of the supposed leaders of the

movement are decidedly pro-Russian. There have already been three little riots of no particular

moment not far from us. No particular damage was done but it all goes to show the restless spirit of the

times.

Time to begin farm work is now at hand and we are doing all we can to urge upon them the

importance of putting in their crops as usual. However, they are very loath to spend time on crops

which they think may not benefit themselves.

I have surely said enough on that side. There is much that could be said on the bright side. The

Koreans are not like the Chinese so that such a thing as happened in China in 1900 could never happen

in Korea. Moreover, the missionaries are loved by thousands of Koreans and respected even by many

of the heathen who know us. At any rate, the risk involved in our staying seems so small and the good

to be accomplished so real that we are most happy to be here. We have had evidence sufficient already

to make us feel that our staying has been the means of saving our personal property from damage - and

even the Board property might have suffered much in our absence. We do not share the apprehensions

of the Board that this will become Russian soil, however it is impossible to know the future and should

it turn out that way our present occupation of Syen Chyun will prove most fortunate.

Following up the suggestions made in Mr. Whittemore’s recent letter to you regarding new

property requests let me add just a word. If our work continues and we have no thought but that it will,

we will need everything that we have asked for and need it badly. Moreover, if we are permitted just as

soon as the war is over or even as soon as the fighting in Korea is over, to start building operations it

will be of invaluable help to the local situation. The condition of the Koreans is going to be very

pitiable and our greatest danger may possibly come from violence, the direct cause of desperation.

Moreover, land can now be purchased for a song but however the war ends there will no doubt be a

railroad from Eui Ju to Seoul laid out at once and land will go up in value. We hope that the year will

not pass without our doing something in the building line.

Mrs. Sharrocks joins me in sending greetings and best wishes to yourself and Mrs. Brown.

Yours in His name,

A.M. Sharrocks

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol 234, #40)



Syen Chyun, Korea March 29, 1904 A.M. Sharrocks

Dear Dr. Moffett:

Our last letters of the 26
th

were written during anxious hours. The man was hardly on his
way when we heard that our courier going east with letters to the churches had been caught 10 li

out and the letters taken to headquarters. Soon after the General sent up saying that sending letters
these days was out of order.

Sunday the main body of the troops in Syen Chyun went down the road. Twenty five li

down they made preparations for a stand but went on later and we had to wait till last night to get
any word from them. In the meantime a small fleet of Japanese transports were reported off our
coast and we learned later that they were landing on Sin We do, our island, and marching over to
this side where Korean junks were waiting for them with the exception of a possible surprise, for
we thought the Japanese might get over during the night and come up Monday. We had rather a
quiet day Monday up until evening when a couple of houses downtown got on fire and lit up the
town. This was the second fire down in the same neighborhood within a few days. Both at night.

Many of the few remaining Koreans in town were at the fire so that it gave opportunity for thieving
among the Koreans and a case of Russians catching women was reported. This excited the

population beyond all bounds and they began to fly to the four comers of the earth, three of which
seemed to be within our walls. About 1 :00 we were awakened by rumors of wounded Russians
being carried in on stretchers and that there was fighting down the road somewhere. Koreans were
also being grabbed and forced to carry the stretchers. As a result we had in our house about 30
women and in the cellar a lot of men who had come in during the night to get under cover. There
was little sleep for anyone.

This morning bright and early I went downtown to see if I could be of any assistance to the

wounded and I was sorry to find that almost the first one I saw was our friend Lieutenant

Basilovitz. His wound however was not as serious as some of the others. He has been struck

above the hip and the pelvic bone perforated. In the room with him were two other officers, one of
whom just died before I got there and the other I think died as they were starting out. The
wounded were being taken to Eui Ju and could not stop long but I had time to send up to the house
for a pair of chair poles and to get four chair coolies so that our friend would have a much safer and
more comfortable ride than he would have had on his poor stretcher. He was in good condition and
will no doubt be well in a month or so. He told of the

“
Battle of Tvung Ju”. Unfortunately, he was

one of the first men struck so that most of what he knew he learned from others. As I understand

it, from his broken account, it was as follows: Monday morning they were approaching Tyung Ju

about 600 strong. They had heard that the Japanese were in Tyung Ju so scouts were sent ahead to

find out their position and number. The report came back that there were only about 60 Japanese

so thinking they would be an easy capture, they advanced with little care. When they approached

the wall and got within easy good range, they were fired upon by what turned out to be about a

thousand. The charge was broken and the troops were gathered on the crest of a hill outside the

city. The Japanese came after them and it was here that the fighting was done. About 1 1 :00 a.m.

March 28, the Russians were partly under shelter of the hill while the Japanese had to climb the

steep incline to get at them. Consequently, the Japanese losses were much heavier than the

Russians. However, the latter had to retreat. On the Russian side, the losses were about 10 killed

and between 20 and 30 wounded - among them four officers. The Japanese losses are not known
to us yet, but are said to be greater.
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Just as the last of the Hospital Corps with their wounded moved out of town, we noticed the

troops coming into town at the other end. Mr. Whittemore had come down by this time so we went
into town to meet the troops. There are two bands with them and both of them were playing as

they came along. It was nearly noon and they all turned in for camp.

They had lost their ground it is true but they had stood against odds. As they were fighting

they knew that to the north of them was a division of about 3,000 or so and on their south were a

thousand or more landing at the coast. Either or both of these divisions were supposed to be able

to drop in behind them at any time. They compliment the Japanese on their brave charge up the

hill, but the bravery was not all on one side.

A few days ago a sergeant was hurt by a horse and became my patient. We learned to

know each other pretty well and he seemed to be a fine fellow. Lieutenant Basilovitz said that

when he was shot and fell, he was only about 100 paces from the Japanese line and in the hot of the

firing. This same sergeant seeing him fall ran out to help him to the rear and just as he got to him,

a ball went through his head and he was dead instantly. Out came a second man to help and he too

received a bullet in the face. Two others came out at once and got Basilovitz in, all okay. In many
ways, the Russians have shown up pretty well and the Japanese will not have such a nice time of it

as they did ten years ago.

Wednesday - March 30 - Yesterday just after lunch we were all out on the front porch

looking around when all at once there was the greatest running around and confusion. The few

Russians who were around on the outer parts of town began to run to their camps. The Koreans

streamed out of town and soon the sentinels from all the hills and roads came in. In the meantime,

word came up that the Japanese were coming, which of course, we had already guessed. Soon the

troops moved out in marching order and took their stand along the top of the ridge in back of Kook

Su’s house - only a five minute walk from our house. The horses were all tied down in back of the

hill. Mounted scouts were hurrying out all the roads and to the top of all the hills round about Syen

Chyun. Soon everything became as still as death. On the tops of all the distant hills were groups

of Koreans who had gone there with the double reason of safety and a good place from which to

have a good view. We waited this way for a couple of hours thinking that any minute might make

us the witnesses of a battle. Soon the tension became less great and at 5:00 the Russians began to

move off.

This morning we learned the reason for all this. A squad of Japanese scouts approached within 20

li of Syen Chyun and were met by Russian sentinels. A few shots were exchanged and a Russian

horse killed. The Russians came in at once thinking that the Japanese were coming in full force.

Cho, our courier, got in this a.m. and we’re glad to get the mail, but sorry to hear that you

were sick. Sorry also that you folks were foolish enough to ask if it were proper to send war news

to us. Get after Ross and Swallen for their over-prudence. Cho was in Tyang Ju during the fight.

So were one or two other of our Syen Chyun men whom we have had a chance to question about it

today. My description of it above will have to be changed somewhat. Every time we hear of it

through a new person we get a new version if it. The truth is that there were several smaller

engagements going on at the same time and no one saw it all. Most of the Russians went in at the

west and crossed over to the East Gate and were met by the Japanese who were outside the East

Gate. At the same time some of the Japanese who were down at the South Gate seem to have had



3/29 and 30/04 - p.3 A.M.S.
an engagement with some Russians outside the wall. Finally, the Japanese got their way into the
East Gate and the Russians made their stand up among the woods on the hills in the north end of
the city. It was here that the Japanese did their brave work charging up the hill at their enemy. The
Russians were driven out of their strong position and retreated with the Japanese at their heels.
The chase lasted for 15 li to the top of quite a high pass and another stand was made on the pass.
The Japanese used the church as a temporary field hospital.

The Koreans report the Japanese loss to be less than the Russian loss.

Thursday, March 3 1 - Elder Myang starts off at daybreak so we must close up our mail this
evening. The news can be brought up to date in a word. We saw our first Japanese yesterday.
About 26 mounted scouts came in late in the afternoon. They searched the town and went back.
This morning two Russian scouts were reported in town. This afternoon eleven Japanese came up
and soon went off again. Probably the troops will begin to come in tomorrow or some time soon.

We have been within the Russian lines for about a month and a half. Yesterday we were
between the lines. Think of it, three Americans between the lines for nearly twenty-four hours !

!

We are now within the Japanese lines and still safe.

It has been a pretty peaceful war so far though nearly two months of hostilities have passed.

This will not continue long however. If the Japanese do not get up to the Yalu pretty soon they

may find it hard to cross over. The Russians expected large reinforcements to meet them at the

Yalu and we hear that they are now fortifying the hills in back of An Tung and that lots of cannon
are being planted there. No doubt they will try to make a stand there if their infantry can get down
in time to meet the Japanese.

Regarding the mail we are sending to each other, I think that as long as we understand

perfectly that none of the information we send is for publication and especially now that we are

both within the same lines there can be no reason for our not sending any news we wish to each

other. Surely, there is now no danger in it such as there might have been while the Russians were
here.

I will not have time to write to others so will you kindly give the others the news that may
be in this.

With love and regards to all,

A.M. Sharrocks

(from small printed booklet, In Syen Chun, KOREA during the Russo-Japanese War of 1904,

letters and diaries of Dr. & Mrs. Alfred M. Sharrocks and Rev. Norman C. Whittemore, 1984, by

Marian Sharrocks Intemann, Theodora Sharrocks Bertrand and Horace F. Sharrocks, M.D., Kwik

Kopy Printing, Santa Rosa, CA.)



Pyeng Yang, Korea April 8, 1904 Moffett, Baird & Hunt

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Avenue

New York City

Dear Dr. Brown:

Your letter of Dec. 26, 1903 dealing with the question of the establishment of a

department for training of ministers in connection with one of the institutions in Korea has been

considered by the station and in reply to your request for an early expression of opinion we

desire to lay before you a few thoughts for consideration in the hope that no definite action will

be taken by the Board until the Mission and the Presbyterian Council have had opportunity to

more thoroughly discuss the whole question of ministerial education and to lay before you their

views on the subject. Up until last year the question of Theological Education had received but

very little thought or attention from the other sections of Korea, our Northern field alone having

made such progress along educational lines as to have given serious consideration to plans for

the education of a ministry. Last year however, the Mission and Council began the discussion of

questions along this line and at the coming meetings this will probably be one of the most

important subjects for consideration. We should like to see the Council in Korea fully discuss

plans and outline some measures and policy for consideration before the Board takes definite

action appropriating money for any specific object or place. Seoul is the geographical center but

it is also the center of all political intrigue and ambition and of influences far from helpful to the

spiritual growth of students. It is a serious question as to whether it should be the center - at

least the only center - of our Theological Education. Again, money and buildings alone do not

make a successful educational plant and we should not like to see a forced growth where and

when the conditions do not promise a natural growth. In fact, the whole question is one which

we consider so important and one which demands such great care in initial movements that our

desire would be that the generosity of Dr. Wells’ family might be directed towards some other

object of Mission work or the use of the funds be delayed until more definite and far-reaching

plans are prepared by the Mission and the Presbyterian Council and considered by the Board.

For the Station: Samuel A. Moffett

W.M. Baird

Wm. B. Hunt

Committee

Approved by the Station April 9th, 1904

Margaret Best, Sec’y

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, letter #51)



Syen Chyun, Korea April 20, 1904 Norman C. Whittemore

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Ave., New York

My dear Dr. Brown:

I have just looked over my letter book and was very sorry to find that I have not written

you since the war began. My last letter which was written just before the war began I had had

the impression was written just after it began. Latterly there has been little interest in writing

letters for points outside of Korea, as there have been so many rumors regarding mail being held

up, and read by the Japanese P.O. authorities. However, as we are well within their lines now, I

presume there will be less danger of mail being interfered with. You have of course heard long

before this from other letters that Dr. & Mrs. Sharrocks both decided to stay here in Syen Chyun

in spite of the war. At first I was very strongly opposed to Mrs. Sharrocks and the children

staying, and did all I could to induce them to leave. However, as it has turned out, it has been all

right and their all staying has been a tremendous help to the Christians, and our being here has

given us a much better hold on the heathen, we feel very confident. Our being here too has

enabled us to get better treatment for the Koreans in very many cases, to say nothing of the

property saved, for even with us here and with the flag flying over our places we have had petty

annoyances, but that was to be expected. On the whole we have had the best of treatment from

both armies and now that we have strong notices on most of the servants houses in the

neighborhood, we have plenty of houses for the Christian women to sleep in, those of them that

are left. The only serious losses that I have heard of so far to church property, was the burning

of a quantity of building material near the road side by the Russians when they retired from

Tyung Ju, for fear the Japanese would use it for bridge material - - and the burning of a small

church by the road side about ten miles west of here a day or so ago. It was not malicious at all,

and was the result of a fire left burning in the yard in front of the house when the soldiers

departed. The church at Eui Ju which you may recall is Board property, bought in 1888 or ‘89

with the idea of Eui Ju being the station site instead of Pyeng Yang is also reported to have been

considerably damaged by the Russians, but I haven’t had a report from the church officers yet,

so I really don’t know how much the damage amounts to. According to last reports from them

the damage had not been very serious. The building was seriously damaged in the war ten years

ago [the Sino-Japanese war], and was only slightly repaired at Board expense, the bulk of it

having been done by the local congregation, who have spent a great deal of money in

improvements. Here in Syen Chyun I have been staying up at the Sharrocks house since the first

week of the war, on Mrs. Sharrocks account, so that we could always have one of us men here on

the place if the town was especially disturbed. Wanting my house well guarded and also to

provide a safe place under “Old Glory” for some of our people, I asked my secretary and the

Kearns’ house boy to occupy rooms on the place, which they were very glad indeed to do. When

the Japanese army was passing through town and requiring most of the houses all over town, the

place was a veritable city of refuge, and at one time I believe there were eight families cooking

their food there, and all the women sleeping there, while the men got quarters as best they could,

either at the bookstore, the drug room or the church, all of which were protected by notices.

But now a little about the progress of the war, which you will be glad to hear about I
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presume. The newspaper correspondents, fifteen or so in number, have at last been allowed to

come with the army, and four or five of them we have had the pleasure of entertaining, all but

four of them however being Britishers. We have been very much amused to find the great

ignorance on their part of what had really taken place in this part of the country, a large part of

them, especially the Americans, not taking the trouble to walk out the quarter of a mile to the

house, although most of them knew that we were in town and some of them had letters of

introduction to us. This was not at all true of Mr. McKenzie of the London Daily Mail, or Mr.

Maxwell of the London Standard (and two others who have since been here - one of them being

Mr. Collins of the H.... press), who were much interested to learn what we thought well to tell

them, especially about the Russian campaign.

I think Dr. Sharrocks has written you more or less re. their being here so I will not repeat,

except in summary. We had them [the Russians] here with us in varying numbers, from about

twenty scouts on the sixteenth of February to the twenty ninth of March when we saw the last of

them. Their numbers in Korea at no time were over three thousand, and the most that we had

here at any one time could not have been over seventeen hundred. We saw considerable of two

or three of the officers who were exceedingly polite and nice to us. We saw the wounded and

dead that were brought back from Tyung Ju after the battle or skirmish there, and that afternoon

watched the preparations for the battle of Syen Chyun, which was to have been. We watched the

movements of their troops with our field glasses from the porch, and the going and coming of

the scouts in all directions. The main body of the Russians were only a few hundred yards from

where we stood, but we knew that neither side had any artillery to bring into play that day, so in

case of infantry firing all we had to do was to tumble into the deep cellar, which is well under

ground and has heavy stone walls. The alarm had all been caused by the approach on two sides,

in one case within a mile of the house, of Japan scouts.

At five o’clock the Russians began to retire to the north. We almost felt disappointed

that as long as there was a war on we couldn’t have seen a little of one of the battles. The

previous night had been a wild one. I had been down town all the evening at an obstinate fire

which at one time threatened to do a good deal of damage, and as soon as I was back from that

the rumors commenced to fly around that the Cossacks were getting after the women. There was

some foundation for it as I knew from what I saw myself. But the rumor was exaggerated.

However, the Christian women, those of them that were left in town, and even some of the

heathen, commenced to fly up here, and we soon had the place half full of women. Then the

wounded and dead were commencing to come in, and the rumor, exaggerated as usual, that men

were being seized as bearers sent lots of the men up here, too, as they disliked having to carry

the very heavy Cossacks. But finally they were all gone, and in a day or so we had the Japanese

army with us, and for fifteen days we had a constant stream of infantry, artillery, cavalry, and

baggage trains. Now there is nothing but Korean coolies, bringing supplies from down the road,

and from the coast. The army is being massed rapidly at the river and the pontoons which went

through here on Saturday and Sunday last, we hear were rushed forward night and day, with

fresh relays of horses, so that it is very evident that the big battle is near at hand. In fact,

desultory firing had begun several days ago, we hear. I know every inch of the ground on this

side of the river where the fighting is to take place, and know only too well what people are

having a hard time of it. The people on one of the large islands in the river, where we have a
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church were told a few days ago by the Russians, that they had all better leave as they would all

be right in the midst of the fighting. That, by the way, is one way in which the Russian has
shown up pretty well, and rather to our surprise, namely his considerateness for the Koreans.
We hear too, now, that the Russians have at last gotten down large reinforcements, and we feel

sure that the battle will be a pretty serious one, and stubbornly contested. We may be
misinformed regarding the large numbers of the Russians - only hope we are - and God forbid

that the Japanese should be defeated and driven back upon us here.

This county has begun this week to take on a little more peaceful appearance and some
farming has been begun, but what, even under the best of circumstances will happen to the

farming class in Eui Ju is hard to say. Unless the Japanese cross the Yaloo [river] quickly, I am
afraid we will have a famine in that section this fall and winter. However, one should not

borrow trouble. I have written somewhat at length, and I only hope that it reaches you, but

judging from word that I have just had from home, I am afraid that my letters to them have not

been going through very well. Will try not to let such an interval elapse again, but for reason I

mentioned above, you will understand my silence.

Yours sincerely in the Master’s service,

Norman C. Whittemore

April 22
nd

.

Considerable cannon activity in the direction of Eui Ju was heard yesterday by quantities

of the coolies, who were a short distance up the road. I am hoping to start on a short trip to the

country tomorrow morning.

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, #56)



Seoul, Korea April 22, 1904 James S. Gale

My dear Dr. Brown:

I appreciate more than I can express your approval of “The Vanguard”. The words with

which you stamp its coming to the light are an abundant reward for the labor of bringing it forth.

Both my wife and I felt that the all important matter was to show something of the real

and wonderful place that true missionary work has in this Eastern world, and to show it in a way
that would be acceptable to those we value most, the officers of the Board, and the Church at

home. Your letter appearing with the book as it does, stamps it with the best of approval, and

will, I know, give a dear heart off in Switzerland more joy than I can well express.

I do hope that it will be blessed and that it will help to quicken an interest in the poor

yellow man of this much-troubled East.

With kindest regards to Mrs. Brown and my warmest expression of gratitude to yourself.

Very sincerely yours,

James S. Gale

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, letter #58)



Headquarters of First Japanese Army April 24th, 1 904 Jack London

Dear Dr. Moffett:-

Mr. Hare has just arrived. Said he took over films & letters for me from messenger you
dispatched. Many thanks. You can imagine my relief.

Now, if any mail should come for me I think the best thing to do with it would be to mail

it on to me by the Jap. Field Post. I am confident it would come through better than by

messenger especially if I should be in Manchuria.

Address: Jack London

War Correspondent

Headquarters of First Pap. Army

Sincerely yours,

Jack London

[The envelope looks as follows:]

Jack London

First Japanese Army

Dr. Moffett

Ping-Yang

Korea

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Madison, Indiana Tuesday, April 26, 1904 Mrs. Samuel Shuman Moffett

My Dear Sam:

The noon mail very kindly sent me three letters. I always read yours first & then want to

sit right down & answer it. I wish I could know you had entirely recovered from the “grippe”.

You will have to take the very best of care for a long time to prevent a back set. But Alice will

see to that. I had another attack this winter & it has left me short of breath & very little strength.

The little I try to do keeps me tired & now I am longing to get out and ride to P.M. but very

seldom get to morning service. Once in a long time in the evening.

Did I write you, Sam, of the flying visit Susie [her daughter] & I had from Tom [her

youngest son]? He went to Washington to plead for the Pima Indians - then on to New York.

Had a satisfactory business conference of 12 days, enlisting the interest of several senators who
promised to do all they could for the cause. On his return he gave part of two days to Ft. Wayne
to see the baby & not much longer time to us. At St. Louis he was delayed so he visited the Fair

grounds - the buildings on a grand scale & great beauty & interest.

He hurried on to Tucson to prepare for Communion service & then to Flagstaff to

Presbytery with Dr. Cook, McAffee Herndon, etc. He was elected moderator & said he was

sitting hours & hours just before my beautiful pulpit. He enjoyed meeting his Flagstaff friends

whose acquaintances he made eleven years ago. He writes “Two days was a short time to

prepare for our Communion Sabbath but it was a joyous day for us, when the hall was filled so

that all of the Indian boys had to stand & ten new members were received into Communion.

Two of these were Indians - a young man & woman of the village. Four were young people of

our Sabbath School.”

Sam, have you read Gale’s book, “The Vanguard”? Tom gave me his copy & we have

been wonderfully interested in it. “Willis” is “Sam” & whenever he is mentioned I say “that’s

Sam”. It has had a big run. The characters are the missionaries & now I want to know who the

others are. If you ever learn let me know.

And now I am to try a new maid. Had the last interesting one only three months. I hear

the incoming one is very clean & a good cook. Oh! that she may prove a treasure. There is so

little now in the papers about the war. We are hoping & praying the Russians will never get

possession of Korea. The eyes of the world are turned toward our little country.

With very much love to Alice

Your loving Mother

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Headquarters First Japanese Army April 27, 1 904 Jack London

Dear Dr. Moffett: -

Films arrived safely. Many thanks. Was pretty close to being under shell-fire today.

Will you please (per enclosed money), buy me 20 yen worth of Japanese 10-sen (ten -

sen) stamps, & mail same to me? Fix them, please, so that they will not stick together.

My address is:

Jack London

War Correspondent

Headquarters,

First Japanese Army.

Sincerely & gratefully yours,

Jack London

P.S. Glad you took stamps from film wrappers.

[Author of “Call of the Wild” and many other books and stories]

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Syen Chyun, Korea April 27, 1904 A.M. Sharrocks

Dear Dr. Brown:

I have been wanting to write to you for some time but it seems that I do not get it done. I must at

least write a line tonight just to let you know what up to the present we are well and doing what we can

here at Syen Chyun.

1

As you of course know we were for about six weeks within the Russian lines but for nearly four

weeks more we have been within the lines of the Japanese. Between 30 and 40 thousand Japanese have

passed us within that time and now they are at the Yalu with the Russians on the other side. For the last

three days there has been firing more or less frequently. Yesterday the Japanese had a little victory,

driving the Russians off some island out in the river in front of Eui Ju and below. Today we heard

cannonading ourselves. We could hardly believe it came from artillery, for the sound would not carry so

far but this evening we learned that there are some pretty large pieces in some Russian fortifications at the

mouth of the Yalu and they were engaged with a Japanese torpedo boat that was trying to get up the Yalu.

If the Russians are victorious we will no doubt be in the midst of things here for they would of

course drive their enemy back this way. While this is certainly possible, we do not look for it to happen.

Our future depends upon the next few days. When you read this you will understand, for you will know

all about it long before this gets to you. But as we hear the fight going on we cannot but wait anxiously

for returns of the battle. As I said, a Japanese defeat means everything to us, while a Russian defeat

means the passing of the Japanese army out of Korea and peace to us. We can only be patient and await

results.

By both Russians and Japanese we have been treated with kindness and respect. There have been

unfortunate occurrences with the latter more than the former but of course their numbers were so much

greater that we should expect that. The Koreans have suffered at the hands of both armies and at times

the way they flocked around us was most pathetic.

Since Korea is so much to the front these days and Syen Chyun probably coming in for her share

I thought you might like to see our two houses. Mr. Whittemore has had a room in our house since the

war began. Russian and Japanese officers, English, American and German war correspondents have all

been gladdened by Mrs. Sharrocks’ presence here, for our home and especially our table, tho modest

enough, must seem nice in the midst of army life and army fare.

When the general staff was passing through Syen Chyun the staff and the nephew of the Emperor

of Japan spent the night in the Ross house. Since then it has sheltered many of the war correspondents for

a night. A hot bath, a good supper and a bed never failed to put the correspondents in the best of spirits

and their visits here will long be remembered by us as a pleasant oasis in this wilderness of war times.

Mrs. Sharrocks joins me in best wishes to Mrs. Brown and yourself.

Yours in His Name,

A.M. Sharrocks

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, #61)



Tokyo, Japan April 29, 1904 Robert L. Dunn

My Dear Dr. Moffett,

Just a line to ask you to please see that if any mail comes your way that it is forwarded to

me care of this hotel [Imperial Hotel, L’td.]. Might I not ask you to please notify the P.O. to that

effect, and if you cannot do this please see that Dr. Lee [Graham Lee] or in fact any one who is

liable to be down in the city attends to it for me.

I often think of you and all the dear ones there. Please give them my kindest regards.

Would not trouble you about mail, but, I have only had two letters since coming away

from home.

Many thanks.

Yours ever,

Robert L. Dunn

[war correspondent - Russo-Japanese war]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Headquarters, May 1st. 1904 F.A. McKenzie
First Imperial Japanese Army.

Dear Dr. Moffett,

Sunday, May day, battle day, to-day combines all three. Enclosed telegram will tell you

the story of the fight.

I was very glad to receive your letter last night, through the kindness of Mr. Maxwell,

whose courier brought it from Sunchon [t! u . I don’t wonder at your suggestion about dates.

The reason of my omitting them was very simple. When I wrote my first message, I was

unaware of a rule of the censorship forbidding one to state the place or date of despatch, and so

had to mark them out.

There is one thing I want to say, and I hope you will not be offended with me for saying

it. Every time I send you a telegram, I feel that I am imposing on your kindness. You are a very

busy man, and the sending of telegrams in Korea takes time. I feel mean in acting in this

fashion. Now if you could get any man to do the sending, I would very gladly pay any amount

you thought right. If you would keep an eye on the man, and perhaps allow me to address the

messages still to you, you would be adding greatly to my already great obligations to you.

I enclose with this two hundred yen more to pay for the cables. I had to send off very

hastily yesterday, without returning home, and could enclose nothing then.

It was very thoughtful of you to send a duplicate ofmy message to Seoul. It will

probably save some time, as I believe last week there was a great delay at the Pingyang telegraph

office.

I am inclined to hire two more couriers, making eight in all, for the Pingyang northern

journey. Eight men I reckon should easily be able to maintain a daily service between the two

places, and to do the trip as a regular thing, without extra rewards, in forty eight hours. That

would mean each man having six hours walk out, six hours back and twelve hours rest. If you

agree with this, would you engage the men, send them up as the two first from Pingyang, and get

the others to move up so as to make the even chain.

In coming up, I lost the one paper containing the agreed on Korean signs for “Hurry” and

“Travel Sunday”. Would you mind giving me copies? Here I am, with more encroachments on

your kindness.

How are you? Are you feeling really better? Please give my kindest remembrances to

Mrs. Moffett and to all at Pingyang.

Very sincerely,

F.A. McKenzie

[War correspondent of the London Daily Mail covering the Russo-Japanese war]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Headquarters,

First Imperial Japanese Army, Manchurian May 8th, 1904 F.A. McKenzie

My dear Dr. Moffatt,

I am sorry for all the trouble you have had over the refusal of the postal authorities in

Pingyang to accept our messages. The military authorities here assure me that it must be under

some misunderstanding, that any officer who refuses a censored message or attempts to alter it

will be punished, and that no official has a right to delay them in any way. They further say that

while there was some delay throughout Korea last week, they have now telegraphed down
removing it, and that all our telegraphic messages have now been sent through.

Of course, this is very poor consolation for those of us who planned and worked, and

found all our work come to nothing. We will all be the laughing stock of England and America,

for the full news was allowed to go through to Japan and printed in the papers there two or three

days after the fight.

I have been a trifle out of sorts this past day or two. Thanks to my tent not yet arriving, I

have had to spend the past week in the outer court of a Taoist temple, a draughty, cold, damp

place, bleak at midday, and an ice house at night. The result was that I spent yesterday in bed.

I have broken both my pairs of glasses. Is there an oculist in Pingyang who could either

repair enclosed, or send me another pair of equal strength?

The news of the success of your work must cheer your heart. Is this war going to prove

as great a blessing to you as the last? I sincerely hope so. I never realised how poor, how barren

Korea is until I entered Manchuria. This land is splendid compared with it, the people of a finer

type, the houses, the industry, the methods of agriculture, the available food, in every way

superior to those across the Yalu. China, so far, has surprised and impressed me profoundly, and

I find here a different type of Chinaman to any I knew before.

I wonder if I might trouble you further to have a couple of good sized tins of baking

powder and two or three tins of sweetened condensed milk from Rondon, Plaisant’s -- sent up

by the next messenger. If your man could have them obtained, I should be very glad.

The next messengers will probably have to come on to us about twenty miles along the

main road north of the Yalu.

With kindest remembrances to Mrs. Moffett, and to all at Pingyang.

Very sincerely,

F.A. McKenzie

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Syen Chyun, Korea

Dear Dr. Moffett:

May 9, 1904 A.M. Sharrocks, M.D.

Would that our mail could get in without the aid of the Japanese! I don’t see anyway what
object they can have for not delivering the in-coming mail. There are obvious reasons for holding
mail outward bound but - well, it will all be over some day. We were real thankful for your Harpers
and Mr. Ross’ [Cyril Ross] Digests. They have been about the only outside news we have had
except what you good people have given us in your letters.

It looks now as though Korea was going to escape the exciting times people had predicted for

her. At least the fighting for this summer will undoubtedly be confined to Manchuria and from the

way the Russians are falling over themselves to get out of the way it will probably be pretty well up
in the interior. We have much to be thankful for, surely.

Our work has apparently suffered very little. The churches have been damaged, one or two at

least utterly destroyed and the Christians all along the road scattered. But the prospect for a rapid

recovery is excellent.

They need the careful attention of the workers now more than ever before and Whittemore

has been among his groups now for more than a couple of weeks and will before long visit all the

churches directly affected by the war. It is too bad Ross cannot do the same but his field has not

been so upset as Whittemore’s and will probably get on its feet all right.

The Koreans are moving back and the farming is now going on at a good rate and soon things

will be all O.K.

Fair-day [chang-nal] seems to have become a custom of the past. Strange to say even yet it

has not been established. Everybody has to scurry around for what he wants and the town people go

out long distances into the country to buy their rice. Food stuff is very high, but fortunately Spring

vegetables, etc. will soon be in and the people will be able to live almost entirely off their gardens.

Some day when you have time let us know how the other correspondents [Russo-Japanese

War correspondents from U.S. newspapers] are getting their dispatches out. No doubt several are

sending them to you and Lee direct and if so we are anxious to know whether they get in ahead or

how much behind ours were. I don’t see how they can get in ahead of some of ours. The quickest

yet from here was 39 hours 40 min., practically a day and a half - as quick as Whittemore makes it on

his wheel [bicycle]. How are the men from P.Y. to Seoul doing? And what do you pay, etc. I pay

entirely according to the time they make. Have a scale of wages on my desk all figured out. 40

hours or less gets 100 ny. while 60 hours only gets 65 ny. and so on. The prices paid by the

correspondents to men from them to me are relatively higher but my rates seem to inspire quick time

and the number of men coming to me and asking to be sent show that the Koreans here think these

sums sufficiently large. The trips average about 90 ny. tho we have had one that made 100.

All well up here. We are glad to learn that Dorothy is gaining.

Yours truly,

A.M. Sharrocks

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



No place, no date, probably May, 1 904
[Probably headquarters in Manchuria, Imperial Japanese Army]

My dear Dr. Moffatt [Moffett] -

Robert M. Collins

We arrived at our destination yesterday (Saturday) in good condition, both men and
horses. The situation is very interesting but the reports that we should hurry to get here in time
or a big battle were without foundation. Two days ago there was an attempt by the Russians to
cross the river in boats to reconnoitre apparently, but it was not successful and the Russians used
artillery to cover the retreat. Probably you heard, as we did, reports of a battle based on this
artillery fire which was heard 35 miles away.

When you are at the Japanese post office will you be kind enough to ask for letters for me
and have them forwarded to headquarters if there are any? Doubtless you will be glad when the
correspondents get so far away they cannot give you more trouble.

With the best regards to Mrs. Moffatt [Moffett], I am,

Very sincerely,

R.M. Collins

[War correspondent of the Russo-Japanese war]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea May 12, 1904 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. A.J. Brown, D.D.

156 Fifth Ave., New York City

Dear Dr. Brown:

We can rejoice together over the fact that the war has interfered so little with our work in

Korea and that we are practically undisturbed. During February and March the presence of the

Russians and Japanese along the main roads caused the cessation of church services in a good
many places and here in Pyengyang conditions were considerably unsettled. Attendance at

church service fell as low as 250 the Sabbath day the Russian scouts exchanged shots with the

Japanese on the city wall to the North and all the city gates were closed, shutting out those living

outside the walls. The sentries allowed us missionaries to enter for church service. Many
families and almost all the young women and children went to the country when the Japanese

army came in, so that for a while the women’s meetings and the girls schools were discontinued.

Attendance at the boys schools fell from about 200 to 50 and a third of the Academy students

left to look after affairs at their homes. Nevertheless there was no panic, the influence of the

Christians steadying the whole community so that the exodus was in marked contrast with that of

1894 when the city went wild at the mere rumor of the approach of the Japanese. Very many of

the Christians remained with their families and carried on their business as usual, exercising a

great influence upon all. Unbelievers bear willing testimony to the benefit they received from

the assurance given by the attitude of the Christians. Certainly the Church has become the most

influential single factor in the life of the city.

For some two months we all gave up itinerating but we kept in touch with country

churches through the evangelists and through meetings with the many who came in from all

directions for counsel and encouragement.

The Academy secured a great benefit from the enforced presence of those who could not

itinerate. Mr. Swallen, Mr. Hunt, Mr. Bemheisel, Mr. Blair and Miss Best all took part in

Academy work to the great satisfaction of the students, while their work in the city churches was

especially timely and helpful since during a part of March and April I was laid aside with a

severe attack of the “grippe” and a heavier burden of work fell on Mr. Lee.

Our Spring class for women was given up and the April term of the Theological class

was postponed as all the men were needed more urgently in their homes or in the country

churches. This was the time of greatest confusion and excitement in the country, due to the

presence of tens of thousands of Japanese passing through to the North and to the fact that in

April there was great expectation of an uprising of the Tong Haks.

The Christians everywhere exhibited great courage and steadfast faith in the face of

repeated threats and the evidently rapid growth of the Tong Hak movement which was avowedly

anti-Christian.

With the defeat of the Russians and the presence of the Japanese which prevented an
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uprising, the Tong Hak movement seems to be collapsing and in the minds of tens of thousands

who were deceived by it there is a feeling of great disappointment and vexation. They are now

in many places turning to the Christians in the spirit of inquiry and we again have a great

opportunity to bring the truth home to the hearts of these thousands who have been deceived.

We have busy times upon us and ahead of us. This month sees us back in ante-bellum

conditions. Itineration has begun again. Mr. Bemheisel, Mr. Hunt, Mr. Blair & Mr. Swallen

have all been out for one or more trips and report the work in excellent condition with promise

of another large harvest. Dr. Whiting and Mr. Koons have been out for language study and for

the experience to be gained in traveling with other missionaries. Miss Snook has also started out

to near by places.

Mr. Lee is kept in this month by duties in the Academy and I am trying to finish up the

examinations for baptism in the city church. Within two weeks I expect to have over a hundred

men and women examined and accepted for baptism so that notwithstanding the war we shall

have our usual spring addition to the Church roll.

The congregation is now back to its usual proportions. Last Sabbath the Central Church

was nearly full, the men’s side being full even to the gallery and the new South Gate Church

congregation filled its small building to overflowing, emphasizing the need for the new building

there. I have no doubt that if, as now planned, the building is put up this year to seat 350 people

it will be filled before next year, necessitating the completion of the building to seat twice as

many.

These are times of wonderful opportunity. I would we all had double the physical

strength to put into the work just now. We are rejoiced at the decision not to withhold re-

enforcements. We need them more than ever in order to open new stations.

The cable message from Seoul was a mis-statement. Neither Mr. Whittemore nor Dr. &

Mrs. Sharrocks left Syen Chun at all and there was no thought of the gentlemen leaving either

Pyengyang or Syen Chun. We planned to send out the women and children if it became

necessary but our hopes that they might be able to stay were fulfilled and the only change in the

situation was the withdrawal of the single ladies and two families from Sun Chun at the

suggestion of the American Minister. This left sufficient food supply for Mr. Whittemore and

Dr. Sharrocks and family and they were able to remain with the Christians and conserve the

work. The war has now passed beyond them and notwithstanding the appearance this week of a

small scouting party of Russians at An Ju and of two scouts near here, coming from the East

Coast or from the extreme north of Korea, we are not likely to see any further disturbance in

Korea unless the Japanese meet with disastrous defeats far up in Manchuria.

Mr. Whittemore is out among his churches in the North, farming is resumed and all is

quieting down.

Now a word about property. We recognize the wisdom of the Board’s action

withholding appropriations for buildings but now is the very best time to appropriate for the

purchase of land for station or building sites or for purchase of Korean buildings. How about
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appropriations for purchase of sites for the new stations, for the quarters at An Ju for Mr. Blair,

in Hoang Hai for Mr. Hunt, for the Taiku property (especially urgent} and for Dr. Wells’

hospital? If they have not been granted I most urgently plea for a re-consideration. We can

obtain now what we may not be able to secure again, or if obtainable what will cost several times

as much. The Japanese are already buying up houses and land around Pyengyang and will soon

shut us out of the most desirable sites everywhere. As for building in Pyengyang we have

always gone ahead in faith and expect to go ahead at once with the new church at the South

Gate. I wish we might do the same with the Hospital. You already have before you the double

reason why we need it now - for the sake of the medical work and for the sake ot the Advanced

School for women and girls. If we cannot have the whole amount this year may we not have the

half, ¥5000, which will enable us to purchase site, grade the same, purchase the timbers allowing

them to season some, get out the foundation stones, and put up one or more of the smaller

outbuildings and then put up the main building next year?

This would probably enable us to provide for the Girls School this year.

Yen 5000 is just about the amount which was put into the present hospital plant - a gift

for medical work. Now that we need it for the Advanced school cannot the Board appropriate

that amount for the school and as it were purchase the medical plant from itself for educational

work and leave this 5000 yen free for a new medical plant? Then if Dr. Wells raises 5000 yen he

will have the full ¥10,000 needed.

One more remark and I will finish this letter - a combination of the Station’s monthly

report and a personal letter. I want to endorse most fully all that Mr. Lee wrote about Dr.

Whiting Mr Lee and I spoke of writing a joint letter on the subject but his letter is sufficient in

its accurate statement of the situation. Dr. Whiting is a spiritual power in our work with promise

of very great usefulness.

We have all been greatly helped by your letters and by the deeply sympathetic one from

Dr. Ellinwood. Notwithstanding the war, we all trust your brightest hopes for the work in Korea

may be realized.

Yours very Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, letter #67)



An Ju, Korea May 12, 1904 William N. Blair

Dear Friends:

I regret very much that my letter to the last issue of Tidingsfrom Afar did not reach the editor

in time for publication. I am sure it was written in good time, but the war has completely upset the

mail service. The Japanese were afraid we might send out reports of their movements and held all

our mail in Seoul for a long time. Now for some reason they have stopped delivering mail to us. It is

nearly a month since we have had any letters or papers of any importance.

The war cloud, which hung so heavily over Korea for a time, seems to have passed to the

northwest and broken over Manchuria. Things here are rapidly quieting down. People are returning

to the cities and in the country the farmers are busy with the spring sowing as if nothing had

happened.

Of course you know the real condition of things here now, but the last papers from home

contained such ridiculous statements of the danger here. Korean missionaries were said to have gone

to China and to the Philippines. It would have seemed funny to us if we had not known what

concern such reports would give you. We have been in danger at no time whatever. The Russians

did come within gun shot of Pyeng Yang, but even if they had taken the city, we apprehended no

trouble. They treated the Syen Chen missionaries just as kindly as the Japanese have treated us.

While the Japanese army was passing north through Korea, we were not permitted to leave

Pyeng Yang. Three weeks ago I secured a passport and went north as far as An Ju. At that time

nearly all the houses along the highways were deserted, many houses were burned, nearly all were

unthatched, the straw being used for horse bedding, the walls were thrown down, and the fields

tramped like stone. The doorless, windowless, empty mud houses seemed like corpses y the way.

I shall never forget how An Ju looked. A Japanese guard examined our passes before letting

us into the city. Just inside the little east gate in the midst of a cluster of houses is our church. I

scarcely recognized it. All the houses were deserted, the neat wall around our church leveled, and a

building just in front burned down. The church had been turned into a bam. The horses had broken

up the floor and mined things generally. It seemed to me as I stood in the dreary, empty place that

my An Ju work was dead. But thank God a church building does not measure a church’s life. A

little later I found to my joy that all our Christians were in the city, standing well together and

holding meetings for the present in another part of the city.

It is now three weeks since the visit to An Ju just described. Leaving An Ju I traveled west

along the seacoast visiting some twelve churches and then returned to Pyeng Yang. In the two weeks

I had baptized fifty-two people and received forty-six catechumens, and this in war times.

You will notice that my letter is written from An Ju. After returning to Pyeng Yang looking

after my work there for a few days, I came once more to An Ju, arriving late yesterday evening.

While on the road, some forty miles from An Ju, a horseman came saying that some 500 Russians

had attacked the Japanese at An Ju the day before. Anxious to know the true state of affairs, pusne

my pack horse hard during the day and succeeded in reaching An Ju about nine o’clock at night. e

found the gates shut and guarded by Japanese soldiers on the wall above. I talked to them in Korean

and English and what little Japanese I could muster, but they refused to open the gate or come down
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and examine my passport. It was late and we had to have a place to sleep so we turned to the west

and scouted the wall till by good fortune we found an unguarded break in the wall up which our pack

pony managed to scramble in the dark and we soon made our way through alleys to the home of one

of our Christians. I have not left the house so far, in order to avoid the Japanese soldiers, and also

because I want to buy a site for a house which I think we must build here soon.

The story I heard of the battle was somewhat exaggerated but it is evident that they had an

exciting morning. It seems that the Japanese, feeling perfectly safe here, left only about twenty-five

soldiers to guard An Ju. Day before yesterday there were not more than forty Japs all told in the city.

Early on the morning of May 10
th

,
day before yesterday, Russians were discovered in force on the

hills east of the city. If they had dropped from the blue sky the surprise could not have been greater.

No Russians were supposed to be within two hundred and fifty miles of An Ju. Confusion at once

reigned in the city. Terrified Koreans gathered their few household treasures and fled to the south.

The Russians fired on them from the hills, killing one man while he was crossing the stream just

south of the city. All the Koreans did not play the coward part, however. Hundreds helped the few

Japanese to block the gates. Some who knew how to shoot took their places on the walls and fought

with great bravery. By distributing their numbers and by the Korean help the Japanese made the

Russians believe that the city was so strongly defended that they refrained from charging the wall as

they should have done, taking their stand instead on a high hill about a half mile east of An Ju.

The Koreans tell great stories of how bullets rained in the city. It is utterly impossible to get

at the exact facts. Every man tells a different story. Before the Russians cut the telegraph wire a

message was sent to Sook Chun for help. About noon some eighty soldiers came from Sook Chun

and those in the city at once joined them and after a bold charge up the hill succeeded in driving the

Russians eastward.

Some twelve Japanese were seriously wounded and three or four Koreans. Three Japanese

have already died. From all I can learn I judge there must have been at least one hundred and fifty

Russians. A man has just reported that he saw the Russians carrying away nineteen wounded and we

probably will never know how many were killed. The Russians are reported to be still within five

miles of An Ju and we may hear from them again, but I fancy not as the Japanese are coming in from

Pyeng Yang in great numbers.

I regret that we did not arrive a day earlier so that I might be able to give you a better report

of the battle. I left all well in Pyeng Yang. Please remember that these are trying days for our

people, days when triumphant faith is needed, and pray for us.

Sincerely,

Will N. Blair

(from a journal called Tidingsfrom Afar, Vol. Ill, July-August, 1904, Grove City, PA, No. 6, p. 1

copy in Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Syen Chyun, Korea

Dear Dr. Moffett:

May 16, 1904 A.M. Sharrocks, M.D.

The mapu [pony boy] with load of provisions for Mr. London [Jack London] has searched in

vain for Mr. London in Wi Ju and An Tung. The men left there early last week and so of course

he could not find them. Whether he did wrongly in not following them up I do not know but 1

am sending him back to P.Y. [Pyeng Yang] and will send the load on by a Syen Chyun mapu.

Am not paying the mapu anything, for he said he could get down all right by borrowing

along the road.

No couriers down from Manchuria for some time except one bearing a letter to me. They

have all gone into Manchuria about 130 li - or nearly 300 li from here
[
one li is V3 of a mile].

Yours truly,

A.M. Sharrocks

P.S. In case any more loads or other things are to be sent up from P.Y. to the correspondents it

might be well to tell the coolie or mapu [horse-tending boy] to enquire of us on their way up for

we are apt to have more recent knowledge of their locality.

A.M.S.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea May 16, 1904 Samuel A. Moffett & Graham Lee

[Dear Dr. Wells]:

Two days ago the city of Pingyang was greatly excited over the rumor that the Russians

had come back again. The Japanese merchants shut up shop, took their guns and with the

soldiers, marched out to the north wall to meet the Russians. The Koreans closed all their stores

and houses and prepared to flee and all but the native Chinese were greatly excited. Before the

scare several hundred Russians attacked Anju, 50 miles north of here, but were held off by 100

Japanese until reinforcements arrived and repulsed the Russians, driving them off into the

northeast.

We are now 200 miles or more from the “front”, from which point correspondents send

back their telegrams to be sent from here. We are privileged to see the telegrams to know the

news which is sent to Europe and America. Notwithstanding the war, the work here goes on

most successfully. Reports in a few days ago showed 205 persons baptized and 236 received as

catechumens since January 1
st

. I expect to baptize 110 a week from Sunday in the church here in

Pingyang.”

[Yours very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett]

[Dear Dr. Wells]:

On May 10 a band of Cossacks suddenly appeared at Anju and tried to take the place.

We don’t know how many there were - the Koreans give all sorts of numbers from 100 to 500.

The Japanese put up a stiff fight and held the Russians off until reinforcements arrived. During

the fight Mr. Blair was on his way to Anju and hearing of the scrap he pushed on, hoping to be in

time to see something of it. He reached the south gate of the city wall about 9 o’clock that night,

but the Japanese would not let him in, so he skirted around until he found a break he knew of in

the city wall and got in there. It was rather risky, for the Japanese were on the lookout. With the

Russians on the outside and the Japanese on the inside, the wall was a dangerous place.

Missionary work is growing on all sides and hundreds are becoming Christians, the war

making but little difference in our work.

[Yours sincerely,

Graham Lee]

(letters written to Dr. J. Hunter Wells while he was on furlough in Portland, Oregon, published in

the Oregon Journal, June 18, 1904, Portland, Oregon)



Madison, Indiana May 17th, 1904 Mrs. Samuel Shuman Moffett

(Maria Jane McKee Moffett)

My Dear Sam:

I had been thinking of you all morning & had been wondering if you were still fighting

the grippe & how it was going with you. When Will [her oldest son] came to dinner he brought

your letter of April 14th & the “Korea Field”. I hope before this you have quite recovered. I

have had three attacks this year - couldn’t gain strength in limbs or head - very unfortunate for

me to lose what little memory they once had - a clear case of “chung sin” [a Korean word

meaning “presence of mind”]. I can’t walk - going out only in the carriage but fortunately get

round the house as usual. Get to P.M. & generally to the evening service on Sunday. I often

wish for a rolling chair & a “coolie” to run it. I do miss “Major” - Sam Graham sends me the

ugliest horses & young drivers. Rob [another son] generally drives if I go on the hill or take my

friends for a drive. The hill top never did look so beautiful but I doubt if I’m to have any good

of it this summer. Susie [her daughter] wants Rob & me to go with their family & Helen to Lake

Bluff near Chicago. She goes for Baby’s benefit thinking our climate too warm for her as she

will be teething this summer. I am not sure I am able to stand the journey or to leave home at all

but I do want to go to Fort Wayne to be with that darling baby for a while before they go. Susie

urges us to go to her for a visit & then go with them north. I have a fine maid now - good cook

& very clean. Ella [her son, Howard’s wife] expects to entertain her Missionary] Society next

Sat - arranged for it last week but it rained. Their house is “spick & span - two new carpets &
everything shining. About 20 will be taken up in carriages to spend the afternoon - refreshments

served & hope to have a good time generally. Dr. Barnard & Mr. Bodell go to the Assembly this

week. Tom [her youngest son] is not sent this year. He had a fine visit to Washington & New

York a few weeks since, giving Susie & me short visits; taking in the Exposition. He was sent to

Washington to plead the cause of the Pima Indians. He has decided to accept the call to

“Trinity” Ch. His people could not & would not allow him to decline. He thought it was time

for a change of climate.

I do hope the quiet times will continue & we will still hear of the success of the Japanese,

& the Russians will be kept far from you - & your pretty home & surroundings still be in your

possession. How fine for you to have your own fruits & vegetables. Our vines, grass, wild

flowers, trees & wisteria are lovely this year & Rob brings white & purple lilacs from the hill-

top by the wagon load. I hope we can send you flower seed & perhaps little roots of some of our

vines. Will & Howard get from our yard every season lilies of the valley, altheas & roots from

our different vines. Ned [gardener?] takes up the canna bulbs each year & keeps them in the

cellar. A lovely wisteria runs over the veranda & we will have round beds of scarlet G - S sage

nasturtiums, petunias & holly hocks. Surely your place is situated something like our hill-top.

How far are you from the river Tatong? Can you see it from anywhere on your grounds?

Sam, we did enjoy “The Vanguard” ever so much. Tom gave me his copy as he passed

through. He writes me he has two copies out with friends. I only know you & Dr. Heron in the

book. I want to know some of the other characters. I sent my copy to Dr. Graham to read. Tom

Graham visited his mother on the way to the Assembly. Preached for us Sunday evening. Good

sermon & very Scotchy. Has more of the brogue than formerly. We had a large attendance.

Had a nice little ride with Howard Sat. afternoon. Rode round town - picked up Ella & Carrie -
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called at the store for another supply of table linen - fine goods at Vi price. Got another silk

dress. Mr. Dennis is the Rector across the street. I hear he is very “High Church . The wife

calls him “Priest Dennis”. Rev. Bamford has received a call to St. Paul s church in

Jeffersonville. It is thought he will return from England to accept. I think I wrote in last letter of

the death of Uncle George Quinby [husband of Sallie Moffett, sister of S.A.M. s father]. He had

been an invalid for several years. He was taken to Bucyrus for burial. Aunt Sallie [is still with

Rejina in Wooster. Since her accident she has not been strong & will never be able to keep

house again.

Tom [S.A.M. ’s younger b rother] writes: “The papers & clippings which I send you by

this mail will supplement my letter. I have been getting into the papers pretty much and it

appears that the Associated Press dispatches had my interview with the President [Theodore

Roosevelt] at the White House. The Board of Home Missions through Dr. Thompson sent me a

check last month & the Indians on the Reservation wanted to present me with a watch or

something’. I put a quietus on that plan & it is probable that a set of steriopticon slides will be

the compromise which will be presented. I can use these for the benefit of the Indians

themselves.”

Does the present state of affairs make Alice nervous? We are rejoiced it was possible for

you to stay in your home. I don’t wonder Mrs. Fish was worried over such notices in the papers.

Your loving Mother

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea May 24, 1904 W.W. Straight

My dear Dr. Moffett:

Your letter just received. I am glad to hear that you received the money from the Dai Ichi

Genko [bank]. You were quite right in paying Mr. Hull the 100 y. on his expense account. I

have directed him to return that sum to you that the two accounts may be kept separate. I am also

sending him money to pay Dr. Sharrocks as Mr. Collins directed.

You must be correct I think in your surmise that the men at the front have found out some

other way of sending their stuff. Certainly nothing has come through here. And it is hard to

believe that they are none of them allowed to send anything. I understand now that navigation on

the Yalu has been stopped save for government vessels. This means another expedition I

presume. Something is happening up there which we know nothing about.

With many thanks for your kindnesses - I am

Sincerely yours,

W.W. Straight

Mr. Collins has just wired me from somewhere or other that he has gone to Shiminoseki. He

wants an effective courier service between Seoul and the Headquarters at the front. He trusts that

you will be kind enough to help us in this matter and oversee the men arriving in Ping Yang and

if possible wire messages from that front. It will indeed be a great kindness on your part. Any

ideas you may have on the subject will be most heartily welcomed. My own plan as I write Mr.

Hull would be this: Say you have 6 stages between two given points.

No. 1 carries to No. 2 & returns home. No. 2 to No. 3 and returns. 3 to 4. 4 to 5, each returning.

5 carries to 6th and last and goes home. He always, and as a matter of

fact all have substitutes who could be sent in case of another messenger arriving in their absence.

I suppose some guarantee will be necessary - and a contract price agreed upon. I fear my

ignorance in these matters is such that I shall be obliged to impose upon your good nature and

ask you for help in the matter. Trusting that I may have an early reply, I am

Sincerely yours

W.W. Straight

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



William N. BlairPyeng Yang, Korea (on the river) May 25, 1904

(incorrectly inscribed “April 25", 1904)

Dear Dr. Brown:

No doubt you are hearing alarming accounts of the recent movements of the Russians in

northern Korea. I was itinerating in my northern district at the time and went to An Ju on

Wednesday, May 1

1

th

,
the day after the Russian attack. I will give you briefly what I learned of the

affair.

The Japanese, apparently feeling sure in Korea, had gradually sent nearly all their soldiers to

the Yalu. Monday morning, May 10
th

' less than fifty Japanese were at An Ju. Early in the morning

of that day about 350 Russians cavalrymen suddenly appeared on the hills east of the city. After

cutting the telegraph wires they took position on the hills to the south and east and a rifle battle at 'A

mile distance commenced.

When the Russians first appeared the Koreans within the walls were panic stricken and many

fled over the broken walls. One fugitive was killed by a Russian ball just outside the south gate.

Other Koreans, however, were stouter of heart and assisted the Japanese to blockade the gates, while

some who knew how to shoot were given guns and fired upon the Russians from the wall.

It was evident that the Russians did not know the small number of Japanese defending the

city or they would have stormed the broken wall and entered without great difficulty. As it was, the

distance evened the combat - for 50 small Japs behind a stone wall were much harder to hit than 350

big Russians on the hill tops. The firing was continuous till about 1 p.m. when eighty Japanese

infantry arrived on the run from Sook Chun.

The soldiers within the walls came out and joined them and with intrepid courage the little

fellows went up the hill with a shout against double their numbers.

It seems that the Russians did not wait to see how many were coming but went off post haste

along the Kai Chun road. On the Japanese side some seven were killed and about a dozen wounded.

One Korean was killed and three wounded. The Russians killed is not definitely known - eighteen

wounded men were carried as far as Kai Chun and four died there. Though not a great battle as far as

numbers go, nevertheless, I think when this war is over it will stand out as one of the most

remarkable instances of Japanese valor.

When I entered the city the next day excitement was still high - no one knew when the

Russians would return - and all who could were turning their goods into money and fleeing. It was

peculiarly gratifying to find our little group of Christians calm and unscattered. One dear old lady

stood up on a high exposed hill side. When the bullets were singing through the air friends went up

and tried to get her to come down to a more sheltered position. But her answer was that God knew

that she was there.

What would have happened had the Russians captured An Ju is shown by what did happen at

Kai Chun where the Russians slept the night of the battle. This is a Tong Hak stronghold. When it

was known that the Russians were coming to Kai Chun these fellows boasted that they and the

Russians were one and so the Russians would treat them as friends. So many foolishly stayed and

were seized by the Russians and forced to carry wounded men and baggage. Women everywhere
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were seized and outraged. Several houses were burned and one old man perished in the flames. All

the grain along the way was destroyed - all who refused to obey the soldiers orders were thrust

through with the sword. And, oh, the shame of it - these men are white men like ourselves and claim

to worship our God.

The Russians have retreated far to the north and we do not fear a return as the Japanese are

on their guard. Despite the unsettled conditions our work is progressing nicely. I have baptized 96

people and received 73 catechumens in my northern work this spring. I know of not a single case

where the trouble has caused a believer to fall away - and on the other hand, scores have been greatly

blessed - and many [who] in past years [had] fallen away, reclaimed.

Mr. Hunt, Mr. Bemheisel, Mr. Swallen, Dr. Baird and Miss Snook are traveling in the

country. Those of us here met yesterday for the business of adjusting the cut. It was my first

experience, in a way. Last year the cut was not so heavy and my work not so well defined. I know

you have done all that could be done and I will not distress you by a detailed recital of our

disappointments. But there is one thing that I especially deeply regret, that the Board could not grant

the amount asked for a house at An Ju. Just now it is possible to buy what one wants at about Vi or

Vb of the price six months ago. The railroad is going through An Ju. It will certainly become one of

the most important stations and when peace is declared the property which I could buy now will cost

many times its present value. I cannot stay in An Ju and push the work as I want to do and as the

brethren want me to do without some quarters and this is unquestionably our opportunity.

We were all greatly pleased to see that the Board had granted Dr. and Mrs. Whiting the full

salary. Dr. Whiting is already doing a large work among the Koreans and there isn’t any question as

to their success in the work. Dr. and Mrs. Whiting have been a great spiritual blessing to all of us.

Already he is markedly known among the Koreans as a man of God. For the past few months he has

been attending the Sunday morning and Wednesday night meeting in the Wai Sung [°l o - village

outside the wall] - and I am constantly hearing from the Koreans how they enjoy his lessons - and the

work there is growing steadily.

We began work on the new South Gate church last Monday. We are meeting now with a

congregation of about 200 in a building purchased for the tile. Many cannot get inside so we have

made cane porches under which the people sit on mats. The upper church is filled again each

Sabbath and we are looking forward to a greater work than ever before.

I will make one more trip to the country but most of my time will be occupied with the new

South Gate church affairs and building operations.

Mrs. Moffett has been sick again but is better. The rest are all well. Mrs. Blair and baby

Lois join me in kindest regards.

Sincerely,

William N. Blair

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, #60)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

Dear Father and Mother,

May 25th, 1904 Alice Fish Moffett

Let me give you as best I can a picture of the service in the Church last Sabbath - a day

full ofjoy for us. For several weeks Sam has been spending a part of each day in the

examination of catechumens. At first he said “There are so many people in the country there

will probably not be many to receive baptism this spring.” But those here must have sent word

to the country that examinations were going on, for people continued to come in and to turn up

from most unlikely places, until finally Sam said, “Well, if this continues long we shall have the

largest number of all this year in spite of the war.”

On Sabbath morning when Quen Si went to the women’s Bible class she saw a crowd of

people coming in the distant city gate and thought to herself, “Why, I wonder what holiday this

is to bring so many people to the city.” She said to me afterwards, I watched them for a few

minutes and found they were all Christians coming to the chapel.’ Word had gone out to the

nearby country villages and a great many came in for the afternoon service. This service was a

very impressive one. Just in front of the platform in either wing of the church were seated those

to be baptized - 70 men and 61 women - the number including several boys and girls so that the

ages ranged from 12 to 76 years. After the opening exercises a few simple questions were asked

and answered, then baptism was administered to the people just as they were seated in rows -

Mr. Lee baptizing the men on their side and Sam the women at the same time. Then Sam gave a

short talk on the nature, etc. of baptism and closed the service, which was even then a long one.

Mrs. Whiting said afterward that she could not keep from weeping during the service. I tell her I

never can.

These dear women are so happy when they are baptized and received into the church.

But they always dread the examinations. They often come to me beforehand and say, “I am so

stupid, I do not know anything, - how can I answer the Moksa’s [pastor’s] questions? You just

tell him that I do know something and ask him to baptize me.” Then afterwards they say, “Oh I

learned a great deal in there - more than I have learned in classes. Now I am glad I did try to

answer.” One who was baptized this time is a very bright happy young woman of about 25, but

one who has already endured very much because of her Christianity. About three years ago

when she first became a Christian her husband persecuted her shamefully, beating her when she

wanted to go to service and sometimes binding her fast and leaving her on the floor of the house

with the baby in front of her where she could do nothing for the child. Once while persecuting
^

her in this way he said in anger, “What shall I do to you to make you give up this Christianity?”

And she replied calmly, “You can beat me and bind me - you can cut me in two, but I must be a

Christian.” He has gradually ceased these beatings and as the little woman said the other day

with her bright sweet smile, “He only abuses with the tongue now.” A woman standing near

said “And the Lord gives you happiness in spite of it, doesn’t He?” and she laughed back, Oh

yes, I am happy all the time in my heart.”

One of the little girls only 13 years old is the only Christian in her household. She knows

it means no easy life for her to take her stand for Christ, but she has been firm in her new life for

many months and gave a very clear, bright testimony. Their personal histories are so interesting
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and bear such wonderful testimony to the power of the Gospel in their hearts and lives. One dear

old white-haired woman in my class has been transformed during the last few months - it is

wonderful to see the change in her and the taking hold of the Gospel truths upon her heart. She

has gained control over a fearful temper which has had its way all her life. In examinations Sam

asked her how she is different now from before she knew Jesus. Oh, she said, I used to scold

and abuse everybody all the time - and now I don't want to. At a time like this I think always -

if our joy is so great over these precious souls as we see them coming into the church, what must

be the joy in the presence of the angels - the infinite joy in the Father s heart of love. Do you

wonder I am thankful to be here? - that we are all thankful every day that we were not called

away from this flock? Changes are coming and coming rapidly - new temptations are coming to

this people with the influx from the outside world and new situations for them and for us to

meet. But the Lord will give grace and wisdom for these - and nothing can take away the joy ol

these years that are past for we know the Lord’s own children are safe in the hollow of His hand.

Friday, May 27th

Sam has just started to the country for a long-planned trip. I, too, hoped to go out about

this time but as Dr. Whiting says, I managed to pick up a few la grippe “bugs” after every one

else had had a turn and la grippe can make one feel very miserable while not being very sick. 1

have only a few of the symptoms, am glad to say - severe headache, coryza [acute nasal

inflammation], and a troublesome cough, all of which came on top ofmy stomach attack. This

will work off in a few days, however.

Mother’s letter of Apr. 1 1th is the last at hand - the letter asking for my waist and skirt

measurements. I send them with this. Now, Mother dear, don’t make too many things for me.

Next winter I should like one winter underskirt and two short ones of flannel. Of combination

suits I have heavy ones which ought to last two years. I could use nicely some very light cotton

union suits for the first change from light undervests to combinations but they are far from being

necessary. The fact is, Mother dear, I have lots of old clothes and plenty of chances to use them,

so that a fresh suit or waist for best now and then keeps me well supplied. The little fancy collar

you sent in the last box is a beauty. Now Goodbye for this time, my dear ones - a heart full o

love to you both from

Your loving daughter

Alice F. Moffett

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea May 27, 1904 Katherine Wambold

Dear Dr. Brown:

As we are to have very full reports of our yearly work in in June we have not very long
ones for the month of May. Everyone has been much occupied, however, as May is one of our
best working months.

Dr. Avison has bid good-bye for a time to Lawrence and Lera who have gone to Wooster
to school. He is very, very much occupied with getting the Hospital and his new residence in

order, besides having all his medical work. Mr. Gordon does as well as he can, but he is not a

match for the queer ways of the Oriental artisan - he cannot comprehend how the heathen’s mind
works, as the missionary, alas, learns. One of the foreigners, Mr. Gillett, Secretary of the

Y.M.C.A. in Seoul, has just had typhus. Dr. Avison was the physician, and the patient has made
a good recovery.

One of Miss Doty’s school girls, who was married a few years ago, and went to the

country to live, has come up to Seoul and Dr. Avison has performed an operation for

appendicitis. She is making a very good recovery, and her mother-in-law, who came with her,

reads the Bible and preaches the Gospel to the other patients and to any of their visiting friends.

Miss Barrett is working hard on the language. She loves the girls, and is teaching them

well. Besides school lessons, she teaches needlework. 1 have lace-making pupils in the school

at the same time, and I admire Miss Barrett’s patience and exactness as she examines the threads

and stitches in the drawn work her pupils are learning. There is always an organ pupil practicing

in the next room, and when she gets a wrong note, or makes a mistake, Miss Barrett walks in and

straightens out the difficulty, then returns to the drawn work as if there had been no interruption.

We are very fortunate to have at last in the school, a woman of such versatility and ability as

Miss Barrett.

Miss Shields we were so happy to welcome again. She is much occupied with work for

women, having classes at the South Gate, teaching Sunday School, and visiting in the homes.

She seems not strong, yet she manages to do her share of work, and is full of deeds of kindly

thoughtfulness for us all.

Miss Brown and Miss Shields are very happy in each other’s society, and enjoy their

home together. Miss Brown is doing well with the language. She has been visiting in the

Korean homes, and persuaded Mrs. Clark she could leave her baby long enough to go with her.

She and Mrs. Clark study together in the afternoons, and on Friday afternoons Dr. Underwood

gives them some of his time. Many of us have reason to be thankful for Dr. Underwood’s

generosity in this teaching. He really makes one see the beauty of this Korean language, so that

instead of its being a grind it is a delight.

Mr. Clark returned from a trip through some of Mr. Welbon’s territory full of interest in

what the Christians had been doing. He reported it encouraging. He is a young man full of

enthusiasm. We love to hear him tell about his noon street meetings. He sells books and
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afterward gets those of his hearers who will, to come to an after-meeting. The Central Church

has really grown since he began work in it. Last year he went with Mr. Welbon for a trip

through the Pai Chun District. Returning, he read a description of the journey - telling of leaking

roofs, tossing sampans, contrary boatmen and mapus [pony boys], coolies, etc. Mr. Welbon had

to be told at the end that it was the trip they had together - he didn’t recognize it, for he said the

trip had only the ordinary happenings. Then we lay in wait for the new missionary as if he were

a freshman, for Mr. Clark had to take teasing over his wonderful imagination. This house where

the Clarks are, Kon-dong Kol, is certainly well and fully occupied. Mr. and Mrs. Kearns and

baby came here from Syen Chun, and Miss Grace Corbett, of Cheefoo, is here for teaching the

foreign children. Mr. Kearns has gone back to Pyeng Yang in the full expectation of going on to

Syen Chun. The day after the King’s Palace burned down I came here also, as the Underwood’s

old sinmun pang , or newspaper room (which was once used as our first church in Korea, into

which I had moved twelve days before, was most strenuously demanded by the King for use for

some of the Palace people. Counting the two babies, it made eight foreigners crowded into one

house here at the Clarks.

Miss Doty’s engagement to Mr. F.S. Miller was a great surprise to us all, but everyone

thinks it most suitable. We are all glad for the children that they are to have the devoted care

Miss Doty will give them. And we are so fortunate in the girls school, too, for Miss Barrett is

well able to take charge of everything.

Dr. Field returned from her southern trip thoroughly worn out, but she had been the

means of great blessing to Koreans and foreigners alike. She greatly needs her furlough at this

time. She took the Avison children and Helen Hulbert with her, as the parents were waiting to

send them. She is such a capable business woman as well as so kind to all that the parents are

most thankful she is taking the children.

Mr. Gale is one of our busiest workers, and we see him but seldom. His book is here,

and we are greatly delighted with it [The Vanguard]. But we feel sorry for the readers at home,

for much as they would enjoy the book, for Mr. Gale’s writing could never be dull to anyone, yet

we feel, not knowing these childlike people as we do, they cannot enjoy all the little touches of

which every page is full. For example, when the Dragon listens behind the paper door, he hears

all that the guests say, but “preserves the appearance of absence”. I hope they can appreciate

that, but I fear they cannot.

Mr. E.H. Miller , in addition to his many duties in the schools, went out some forty li [one

li is Vb of a mile] to one of the river villages over Sunday. Mrs. Miller accompanied him. We

know their visit was good for the Koreans and it certainly was for the Millers. Although Mr.

Miller intends putting his whole strength into the school, and is doing so, yet, like all the other

workers in Korea, he prefers evangelistic work.

Mr. F.S. Miller and his helper have made several itinerating trips this year, - in fact, they

are gone from Seoul much of the time. His groups seem to be growing in grace, although his is

an unpromising field (for Korea) and discipline has often to be administered. When Mr. Miller

told the news of his approaching marriage to his children, saying he had chosen Miss Doty to be
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a mother for them, Lisette, who is eight years old, said, “No, papa, you didn’t choose her, God
chose her.” We are so glad the children already love Miss Doty.

Mr. Moore is variously occupied. When in Seoul he teaches in the boys school. He is

busy working up an Algebra, teaching it now from notes, as the book is not finished. He reports

his preaching in the river villages as meeting with encouraging response. He and Mr. Sharpe

held a class together down in the Pai Chun district, and it was well attended by women as well as

men. The Moore family have moved into the new house for Single Women outside the South

Gate, where I should probably be living at this time if we had houses enough to go round.

Mr. Reynolds , [member of the PCUS Mission] although not a full member of our

mission, seems to be. Of course he is occupied in translation work with Mr. Gale and Dr.

Underwood, but besides, he often preaches at the Central Church at two o’clock in the afternoon

when we have Union services for our three city churches. He has just finished a new house. It is

in Korean architecture, and has more room and cost less money to build than many new

structures. For anything not larger than a dwelling house, Korean architecture is often cheaper

than foreign, he seems to have found.

Mr. Sharpe has been away at his country work a great deal of the time, but when in Seoul

he often goes out to some of the river villages to preach, especially to Chandari.

Dr. Underwood is always busy over more things than most of us have time to think of.

His house outside the South Gate is sort of a side issue to him, the oversight he gives it a mere

avocation. It is touching to hear the Koreans talk of him - they reverence him as a god, and love

him as a brother. He has that quick, keen sympathy with them in all their trials, and even in their

occupations he is interested. He will sit on the floor with a roomful of old farmers and talk about

the rice crop, etc., until their hearts are his, and then afterward they are anxious to follow his

teaching of the Gospel.

Mrs. Underwood’s book is delightful. We are greatly pleased with it - 1 have always

wished to hear what she had to say concerning her relations with the Queen, and also concerning

her wedding journey to Eui Ju. Mrs. Underwood’s classes for young girls seem to be very

helpful to them.

Dr. Vinton’s family make one sad - as they have written you, Cadwy [Cadwallader], two

and a half years old, died in the winter of scarlet fever. Dr. Vinton leads a very busy life with his

desk work, and the five children have beautiful care, as there is a Korean amah Mrs. Vinton

trained. She is the most capable Korean woman I ever saw. It seems a special providence that

she is there.

The Welbons are having encouraging results in their work, especially about the

neighborhood where they live. The interest there is sufficient to warrant more meetings in the

week than they had been holding before.

My own Korean work [
Katherine Wamboldl is increasing. Since the last annual meeting
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there have been more new believers, and a greater zeal on the part of older believers to spread
the Gospel than ever before. It seems as if I cannot count my blessings sometimes, they are so
many, and I am so glad I didn’t go home last year as I expected to do. I should have missed
seeing this growth of the work. My eight years were up last Monday, but I am staying on a

while longer, as it is not yet too hot for much work to be done. I shall probably have to move
somewhere again in a short time, as the Clarks expect to move to the Avison house, but that will

make only three times since the first of April, and such little things as that I cannot allow to

cloud for a moment the happiness of being out here with the opportunity to help give the Gospel
to these poor children, as the Koreans are.

The war has not hindered my particular work at all. This week a letter came from the

Session of Immanuel Church (my own church in Los Angeles) telling me how earnest were their

prayers for me and the other missionaries and native Christians in all our difficulties. I have to

reply that all the trouble is merely potential thus far.

Please pardon this letter’s being about people rather than about work, as it should be, but

everyone is preparing the first draft of his annual report now, so the May report is not full.

Sincerely yours,

Katherine Wambold

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 234, letter #73)



Seoul, Korea

Hotel Du Palais

L. Martin, Proprietaire

May 29, 1904 W.W. Straight

My dear Dr. Moffett:

I am forwarding this letter by one of the four couriers I have engaged to cover the route

between this place and Pingyang. Men are to be stationed at Songdo, Namchunyi, Pongsan and

Pingyang and I have arranged pay at $30 - nickels per month with a bonus for quick delivery and

a fine if over three days. This Pingyang - Seoul line cannot, however, be considered the most

important as in most cases I trust that you will be able to forward all messages over the Corean

wires. The Wiju line is therefore the one on which the greatest speed is desirable. Hull writes

that the Coreans are putting on a commercial line - we may be able to use that and we may not.

Of course there will be difficulty in communicating with the men in Manchuria. Hull if he goes

to Antung will have to arrange a Chinese service to connect. If he does not get up Collins will

have to arrange it himself. It might be possible to get a Korean at Wiju who could forward

things through Chinese friends but the language troubles are serious. That however could be the

best plan. If you - with Dr. Sharrocks, could put in say four men between Pingyang and Wiju

and arrange with the Wiju man to make connection with a Chinaman who will see Hull or

Collins or if he cannot do this arrange with some Chinese Postal Hong (?). There ought to be

lots of them willing to undertake the work. We really ought to have a responsible man at Wiju

and trust that you will be able to get one.

I have paid these men I am sending off one month’s wages in advance. Any funds you

may need, please ask for & please send receipts so that my accounts may be straight.

I am enclosing a letter for Bass at the front and one for Hull at Chinampo. Kindly

forward both. If Hull goes north try to arrange some way in which the Wiju cooly [coolie] will

recognize him and know how to reach him.

Thanking you for your trouble in this matter, I am

Sincerely yours,

W.W. Straight

Please note time sending, receipt of all despatches. This is a necessary check.

Japanese official statement after Kimchu (?) - 16 hr. fight - 3000 casualties - Russians leave 900

dead - 50 big guns. Tremendous but costly victory.

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Letter sent from unidentified place and date:

My dear Dr. Moffett:

1904 James. R. Hull

Upon second thought it strikes me that an inferior runner service will be worse than none.

Expense is not to be considered in equaling, if not excelling, the best service now extant. This

will make possible the employment of Christian Koreans at much more profitable work than to

which they are accustomed. I respectfully suggest that a relay be established every 12 hours and

the runners be made to understand that the best time means a prize of 50 yen at the end of the

service.

1 have telegraphed Straight [W.W. Straight, war correspondent] to forward the money to

you. If you deem my suggestion wise, kindly notify Dr. Sharrocks. I will keep the two runners

at Antung, but I think one man at each relay station en route will be sufficient. If you can find

the men to cover the ground between Pingyang and Sunchun I believe Dr. Sharrocks can do

likewise between Sunchun and Wiju & it will remain for me to do the best I can in Chinese

territory.

Straight has just telegraphed that Mrs. Palmer cables: “Palmer unleave front any

circumstances”. Will you kindly send runner with same? - 1 wish you would kindly send me

names of relay-stations when once established.

Hastily,

J.R. Hull

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



[Unidentified place and date] sometime in 1904 W.W. Straight

Dear Dr. Moffett:

Your letter received with the wires from Mr. Collins. The messenger evidently did not

make his trip in the necessary time for he only turned up at eleven this morning. I have received

no news from Mr. Collins, save one letter saying that he had written for money. None has come.

I shall try to send something to you as soon as possible. I sent a man, James R. Hull, to act as

“forwarding agent” at Pyengyang and as I fear no wire will go through - will you ask him what

he’s been doing, please? He may have gone on farther. Will send money when I can by

Collbran & Bostwick [owners of a business firm in Seoul] courier.

With many thanks for your trouble - believe me.

Sincerely yours,

W.W. Straight

(from Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin papers)



Pyengyang, Korea
Mr. Straight

Dear Sir:

May 30, 1904 (unsigned copy)

The letter packet containing yours of May 24th to Mr. Moffett, arrived early this

morning. Mr. Hull [J.W. Hull, war correspondent] left some days ago for Antung. I am
forwarding to him the letter and leggings by a courier who is about to leave for the North with
other messages.

Mr. M. left for the country last Friday expecting to return day after tomorrow. In the

meantime I will consult with Mr. Lee in arranging the courier service as you suggest - first

placing men between here and Wiju - hoping that Mr. Moffett will return in time to make further

arrangements and to send all details to you.

Your telegram concerning the Y. 400 was received. I have paid this courier Y. 5.00.

Yours,

(unsigned)

[one of the missionaries in Pyeng Yang,

probably Alice F. Moffett]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea May 30, 1904 (unsigned)

Dear Dr. Sharrocks,

On the enclosed sheet is a copy of the telegram rec’d yesterday from Mr. McKenzie in

Japan. I am sending word to his three couriers between here & S.C. [Syen Chun] to be in their

places as before ready to receive letters from the North & carry them night and day. Will you

inform the men from S.C. to Wiju and also in Antung. That completes Mr. McKenzie’s affairs.

Now for those of Mr. Collins. A letter from Mr. Straight in Seoul rec’d this morning

asks Mr. Moffett’s assistance in arranging a full courier service between Seoul & Wiju. The

plan which Mr. S. suggests is practically that which has been followed for others. I am replying

to him that in Mr. Moffett’s absence I will consult with Mr. Lee in placing men between here &
Wiju, hoping that Mr. Moffett will return from the country in time to complete the arrangements.

Will you place men for Mr. Collins between S.C. & Wiju on the same plan & scale of wages as

for others & send details of the arrangements to Mr. Moffett with the first opportunity? By this

courier I send letter packet, a pair of leggings for Mr. Hull and a package which Mr. Lee is

forwarding to Mr. Davis.

Mr. Straight has telegraphed Y. 100.00 from Seoul which will be forwarded to you when

Mr. M. returns

etc., etc.

Will you please send notes to Mr. McKenzie & Mr. Collins saying their messages have

been rec’d here and the service of couriers arranged as requested?

Unsigned copy of letter sent

[undoubtedly written by a missionary in Pyengyang,

perhaps by Alice F. Moffett]]

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea May 30, 1904 H.G. Underwood

Dear Mr. Moffett. -

Thanks very much for yours of the 25th which came down in remarkably quick time
arriving here on the 28th in the evening. I began to get anxious about Mackenzie [F.A.
McKenzie, war correspondent], not having heard from him so long, and now I learn from your
letter that he is contemplating a trip to Japan! Lucky man who can do that, no such luck down
this way, we are hard at it all the time; and here have I in my letters to him been wishing him
heahh, etc. under the impression that war correspondents had to endure hardships of all kinds &
much discomfort! I trust you received all my letters with enclosures for Mackenzie and that
these went forward. Nothing new here. That the Japanese gained another signal victory at

Kimchu (?) you of course know by this time. Best regards.

Yours very sincerely,

H.G. Underwood

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Tokyo, Japan May 31, 1904 Robert L. Dunn
Imperial Hotel, Ltd., Tokio

My dear Dr. Moffett.

Still here as you will see. Going home Saturday, cannot wait longer to join army. The
second column is still here and as I was on the third it is useless for me to wait longer. I got one

letter returned from Korea, guess you forwarded it. Here is thanks anyway, whether or not you

did. Will you kindly have any future mail sent to “N.Y. Tribune” “Art Dep’t.” New York. I am
expecting a great many letters, they are some where in Korea. If your man ever goes to P.O.

please have him give in my address. Would like very much to see you again. The entire trip I

made to Pyeng Yang was like being at home, every one treated me so nicely. Please remember

me to all. Don’t forget the Dr. W. [Wells] and Mr. S.[Swallen], also my good friends on the

other hills.

Sincerely yours,

Robert L. Dunn, Art Dep’t. New York Tribune, N.Y.

[Mr. Dunn was a war correspondent in the Russo-Japanese War]

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Headquarters,

First Imperial Japanese Army
MANCHURIA

June 5, 1904 F.A. McKenzie

Dear Dr. Moffett,

I returned to Antung last night, and found a number of letters from and through you, and some

packages awaiting me. I was very pleasurably surprised to learn that you had sold the little pony. I had

already regarded it as an absolute loss.

The two boxes of provisions, the box of Tansan and the Parcels Post parcel arrived safely, as also

did the tent. Alas, the P.P. Parcel was not the camera. That camera seems lost utterly. The last news I can

get is that it was sent from Tokyo to Chemulpo April twelfth.

You will be glad to know that after some difficulty, owing to the Post Office having evidently

resolved not to transmit any telegrams I sent to my wife through the Yokohama office, we found one

another, and had some days together. It was like a breath of new life. Will you believe that not a single

letter which I sent to her since I left Seoul in April for the front had reached her, despite her repeated

personal and written applications to the Yokohama post office. Words fail me when I think of the grief and

anxiety the long silence must I know have cost her.

I am facing the difficulty of getting matter through. I retain my Pingyang courier service, six

between Pingyang and Wiju, and three beyond, northwards. I shall also send duplicates of my censored

matter in some cases by other routes. In many cases I mean to transmit my copy direct from Pingyang to

Shanghai, paying full or urgent rates from Pingyang. My correspondent, Dudeney in Shanghai, will then

deal with it. My London people are very good in expressing confidence in me, and their letters are even

kinder than their telegrams, but I myself feel ashamed of all the delays I have suffered. If I could place my

hand on any fault, and say that something which I could change was to blame, I could at least do something

to remedy it. But, in the language of Gladstone, “the resources of civilization are not yet exhausted.”

Would you do me the favour of retaining the balance of the London money for the time, and using

it for cabling expenses? I am very anxious to obtain news of the happenings at Con-gin, the port between

Wonsan and the north. Could you suggest any way in which I could attempt to do so?

I shall write you a fuller letter in a day or two. My letters are packed up, my boys are waiting, and

in a few minutes I have to be on to Fengfangchung.

I am anxious to see how my courier service works now. Accordingly I am stating on the outside

the exact time of this leaving here. Would you send a messenger back at once, with orders to tell the others

to go on quickly at each point. My next address will be Headquarters, Fengfangchung.

With kindest regards,

Very sincerely,

F.A. McKenzie

[British War Correspondent - Russo-Japanese War]

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea June 9, 1904 Alice Fish Moffett

My dear Ones,

Early in every week I try to begin a letter to you but here is Thursday without one ready.

And now I want to go back to our anniversary day. I think I wrote you in my last letter that Sam

was to come in from a country trip for that evening because two deacons were to be elected in

the city church. Dearest surprised me by coming early in the forenoon, having dropped down the

river in a boat instead of coming overland. And what do you suppose he brought for my wooden

wedding present? A collection of brass Korean antiques, candle sticks, incense jar, bowls,

basins, etc. - quite an array of such things as it is becoming more and more difficult to get - so

many of them are carried to Seoul and sold to curiosity seekers. In one little group which Sam

visited, an entire family consisting of the man of the house, his mother, wife and two childien all

received baptism and it was from them he secured the brass set which had been used in their

ancestral worship. Some of these pieces are very old, are of pure brass, and each sounds a

beautiful clear note, making a chime. We shall put them away to take home to you.

We had our dainty but quiet little dinner that evening and an hour later, on his way to

prayer-meeting Mr. Lee came in to have an extra dish of ice cream with us. Mr. Koons asked

what refreshments had been served at our wedding and neither Sam nor I had any idea about

such trifling details! We were too much concerned with the main event, which has proved the

best thing we ever did. Mr. Koons expects to “do likewise” in a year or two when a certain

young lady comes out from America.

Next day Sam expected to start out again but was taken down with an old fashioned

attack of malaria and obliged to wait till Saturday when he went out 50 li to spend Sabbath at the

Soon An church. Here he had a very busy time, beginning early in the morning with a

conference with the officers, leading the morning Bible study class, then examining 21 people

for baptism, preaching at the two o’clock service, administering baptism and the communion and

closing the day with another conference of an hour and a half with the officers. Blessed work

but wearing. He returned on Monday to find many things waiting to be crowded into Tuesday

and on Wednesday began a course of teaching which will last nearly a month. Both the

Theological and Normal classes began yesterday and the summer Training class for men will

open June 22
nd

. Our plan now is to take a vacation in our boat on the river from August l
sl

to

20
th
(about), possibly leaving for Seoul by September 1

st

as Sam wants to make a trip south

before Annual Meeting to look over the ground for a new Station. Annual Meeting is to be held

in Seoul from September 20
th

.

I have been very busy these past ten days with house cleaning - think of it - in June! But

the weather has been so cold we needed the stoves morning and evening. When the change did

come it was sudden, indeed. Actually, Sam was wearing winter clothing one day even to heavy

flannels and the next a white duck suit. The house is almost all in order now - winter clothing

put away in moth balls, screens all in place and mosquito nets hung, and much necessary work

on the compound finished or under way. I have yet to go through some trunks and boxes in my

small dry goods, grocery and drug stores before the rainy season comes to spoil things.
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This afternoon I am wearing my pretty new white waist with the front of embroidery

which you sent to me. The one which you mailed has not yet arrived. I do hope it will not be
lost. I am afraid from your letters Mother dear that you are going to send too many things when
you once get started! I will tell you everything I really need and you know I have such a host of

things which I ought to wear out. However, you cannot keep from sending us lots of good

things, can you?

I do so enjoy reading about your home doings - company dinners, rides in the surrey,

house furnishing (think of fitting up our room already!), cooking, trips to the city, etc.

How manifold are the blessings from our Father upon us all. Praise Him for His good

gifts to us which are so far beyond what we could seek for ourselves.

We both send a heart full of love to both our dear ones.

Your loving daughter,

Alice F. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Headquarters

First Imperial Japanese Army,

MANCHURIA

June 13, 1904 F.A. McKenzie

Dear Dr. Moffett,

The messenger came through in very good time indeed, arriving here this morning about

ten o’clock. I was glad to hear all your news. The presence of marauding bands of Russians in

Korea is not very re-assuring, is it, however impotent for serious mischief they may be.

Mr. Fraser is here with us, and any letter sent up by my messengers will reach him. I will

see that he gets it.

Would you do me the kindness of despatching a man with enclosed letter to Mr.

Muhlensteth. I don’t know if you would mind telling the man to return immediately Mr.

Muhlensteth gives his answer, as one of the things he is bringing back, I urgently want.

I am very glad you opened the telegram, which you asked me about. 11 any post office

message comes for me, you would be doing me a real favour in opening it, as if it were notice of

a parcel lying in the Office for me, your signing it (if you did not mind this) would save about a

fortnight in the thing reaching me.

Please give my very kindest remembrances to Mrs. Moffett and to all at Ping-yang.

Yours very sincerely,

F.A. McKenzie

P S. There is a little war news to give. Great movements are pending. The nature of them is

carefully concealed from us, as is but natural. The Russians are far from idle, and a very early

date may see the greatest battle of the war.

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Fhag Wang Chang June 14, 1904 Robert M. Collins

My dear Mr. Moffatt [Moffett] -

I am under great obligations to you for your great kindness and most valuable assistance

in arranging our courier service, as well as for past kindnesses. I trust that you will permit me to

remunerate you for your help. Everything is on a dead level with us here. We are merely

waiting events, and know almost nothing of what is going on outside. I left at your house a box

with some clothes. I will be grateful if you will forward it to Mr. Straight at Seoul when you

have an opportunity. Doubtless you know that London [Jack London] and Kirton left a few days

ago, finding it a waste of time to remain on account of the strict censorship and the limited

opportunities for observation. Davis and Thomas have just been recalled and are starting home

tomorrow, via Japan. Please remember me kindly to Mrs. Moffatt [Moffett].

Very sincerely yours,

Robert M. Collins

[a war correspondent covering the Russo-Japanese war]

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Madison, Indiana Friday, June 14, 1904 Mrs. Samuel Shuman Moffett

(Maria Jane McKee Moffett - S.A. Moffett’s mother)

My Dear Sam:

The war news is not very satisfactory but we are taking great comfort as long as the

Japanese are victorious & the fighting will be done as far as possible from Pying Yang - the Japs

have the sympathy of the world pretty much. I suppose the Russians are still very confident of

success eventually but they surely have met with a great many losses - What a great good thing

you kept your homes. I love to think of you & Alice there - It is a lovely place to me & I often

wish I could be there for a while. We have quite decided we will go next week to Fort Wayne

for a visit to Susie & probably go on to the lake with her. She thinks she must take the baby to a

colder climate. Helen rented a furnished house not far from Chicago. She will be housekeeper.

Susie will take her cook - Rob & I will board & Mary will come in August. I suppose Ben can

spend Sunday with the family. I dread the trip but I don’t know what else to do. I am sorry to

close our hill top for the season but I can’t be there alone as I was last summer. When my cook

is not willing to go on the hill & I cannot afford to lose her - she is a devout Catholic & her

mother is an invalid. She will not leave the church or the mother. She goes home at night. Will

has just been here on his way home. He has been taking his dinners with us for 6 or 8 months. I

am very glad to have him.
Saturday

My plans for a visit to F.W. [Fort Wayne, Indiana] are somewhat upset. Last night a

letter came from Susie saying “Aunt Lizzie”, Dr. M’s [Susie s husband, Rev. Dr. David William

Moffat] sister had written that she would like to visit them so I am trying to decide whether I will

make them a short visit or go directly to Lake Bluff, Rob & I meeting them there. Susie wants

me to do whatever is most comfortable & pleasant - but it will be a pretty hard journey for me at

best & I must postpone it for a week or two. I don’t look forward with very much pleasure to the

trip for I have more comforts at home & enjoy the drives to the hill-top. I took Addie Turpin for

the drive yesterday & Rob had 9 little girls on the place. They climbed trees, had refreshments -

pulled oranges from the tree that Rob tied on before they went up, fastened bananas to the limbs

& shook the trees that showered down peanuts. He put up a ladder & had his pockets full of

nuts. “Oh! they had the finest time” they reported to their mamas in our neighborhood - swung

in hammocks - rode the pony & did everything they could. We took Will’s children over one

day. Rosa (the cook) entertained them. Donald calls Emily “Kee” & says the baby is “baby

Kee”. It is two weeks old but has no name yet. For the second name I give it “Glasgow”. Her

great grandmother’s name was Jane Glasgow. Howard comes in very often. He has as much

business as he wants. After Charlie Blair left, Will felt it necessary to take charge of the carpet

department & he has disposed of about all & they are reducing the stock as fast as possible. No

special word from Tom. He was feeling the hot weather very much when he wrote last. He will

have a long vacation. Expects to go to the Grand Canon to spend part of the time. He has had us

all with him so much in the last few years he gets lonesome when he has nothing to do. I wish

we were all to be on the hill.

Howard is still insisting on building a winter house on the hill for me but I don’t think I

am quite ready to give up my old home. Mrs. Clark comes over every day. I see my friends

oftener & get to P.M. oftener than I would if fixed permanently on the hill. Ned bought the Ling

cottage for $1350.00 borrowing the money from B association - renting it for $0.00 - retaining
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the most of the garden & crop - potatoes, cherries, etc.. Whatever he bought the house for I

don’t know. He didn’t consult any of us & he says Jennie bought it, always speaking of it as

belonging to her. We have 7 horses on the three places - no cows on the fine pasture except our

own & how we will miss our nice milk & cream. I still hire a horse from Sam Graham. He has

several quiet ones. Addie Turpin spoke some of Howard yesterday wishing so much to continue

his studies in electricity but thought he must continue his work at drug store & support himself

now he has graduated at the high school. He united with the church some time ago & tries to

live up to his good promises. Addie says she hears nothing but the best words of praise from all

who have employed him. Are you gaining strength, Sam? The grippe holds on to people

dreadfully. It came in a good time if there is any good time, for you could afford to lay aside tor

a vacation. But I am sorry that war is the cause for the enforced rest. Does Tokyo still hold

your letters? Give ever so much love to Alice. I hope you are both well again & safe from all

danger from this dreadful war.

Your loving Mother

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Headquarters

Imperial Japanese Army
June 18, 1904 R.M. Collins

My dear Dr. Moffatt -

I again venture to trespass upon your kindness by asking if you will please send me by some

returning messenger a pair of high yellow shoes that were left with my things at your place. I

enclose also a roll of photographs for Straight and a telegram. I suppose you have heard the

news of the Russian defeat above Port Arthur. It will be interesting to hear what is thought of it

in St. Petersburg as it is the first important military operation for which Kuropatkin is directly

responsible.

Very truly yours,

R.M. Collins

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Headquarters

First Imperial Japanese Army
MANCHURIA

June 21st, 1904 F.A. McKenzie

My dear Dr. Moffett,

Your letter reached me safely last night, and I was greatly interested in all your news.

You probably know much more of the progress of events than I do. You have of course heard of

the battle on the railway line, when a considerable Russian force, under General Starberg, was

defeated, with a loss of 1,500. We see no fighting here, although we hear occasional heavy

firing; but we know enough to be aware that the Russians are attempting to take the offensive in

many directions. I anticipate that the next month will be one of active fighting.

I think that, now that I can send off much of my daily stuff direct from Headquarters, I

will not continue regularly to employ the men between Sun-chun and Pingyang. Would you

mind paying the men up to whatever is due to them? It is always possible to get men, I suppose,

at Pingyang and Sunchon, and as the service will be occasional, that will be a substantial saving.

That is a great balance I have to my credit, and how you got all the things through so

economically, amazes me. I would like, if it were possible in any way, to have six hundred yen

sent up to me, the remainder staying with you. Is there any way it could be sent up? Would the

Dai Ichi Ginko transfer it to its branch at Antung or Wiju, when I could send to there?

I hope that you and Mrs. Moffett and all our friends at Pingyang are well. Will you tell

Mr. Koons that I am doing a little photography now, with a camera I brought from Japan. I

enclose one photo, to show how I am progressing.

Very sincerely,

F.A. McKenzie

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Antung July 7th, 1904 Hull

Hagerty, Seoul

Kuroki’s advance fifteen miles Lauo yang blocked. Russians strongly intrenched

summit, (stop) Mountains stop Japanese report many Russians surrender cause scarcity food,

(stop) Movements greatly impeded mud. Japanese Episcopal missionary preached sick wounded

Japanese Russian prisoners here said 60,000 Russians Lauo Yang. Japanese merchantman

permitted enter Yongampho for cargo received five hundred.

Hull

(text of a telegram sent from Hull to Hagerty)

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



San Rafael, California sometime in 1904 Charles H. Fish

(second half of a letter to his daughter, Alice F. Moffett and her husband, S.A. Moffett)

Rev’d. John S. Macintosh, President, is a grand man and a first class preacher, especially

for people who are hard of hearing. I have no news from Emily or Edward (brother of CHF)
since my last letter. Lucia (sister of CHF) is around again after a confinement from threatened

pneumonia. Theodore (brother of CHF) is packing up for his move bag & baggage to Oregon. I

hope he will succeed in apple raising as well as he has in raising children. Mother and I are

planning a trip to Carpinteria. As the Stock Board will probably adjourn on the 30th inst. for a

week, we will have a chance to see our friends Steve Henry & families and sit under the fig tree

where you learned to love figs. I can remember digging them out of your mouth when you could

neither swallow nor spit.

Our Pastor has been suddenly called home to Canada by the death of his father which

was sudden and unexpected. He will return this month and in the meantime Mr. Crosley

supplies very acceptably. Mr. C. made a mistake in getting out of the pulpit, for teachers abound

more than preachers in this country.

I commenced this week reading The Vanguard [by James S. Gale], and of course I am

deeply interested, especially in one character, Willis.

I am called away and must close.

The Lord bless you dear ones.

Father

[note: The character Willis in Dr. Gale’s novel, The Vanguard, is Samuel A. Moffett.]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyongyang, Korea July 14, 1904 Samuel A. Moffett

Hon. H.N. Allen

U.S. Legation, Seoul

Dear Dr. Allen,

I want to thank you for your attention to my telegram concerning the arrest ofmen for selling

land to Americans and for the release of the men and also to write you more fully with reference to

the situation here as regards the attitude of Korean officials towards property questions and the rights

of foreigners. With the advent of many Japanese, the coming of the railroad, the confiscation of land

and houses for the railroad, the wholesale purchase of land and houses by Japanese merchants and

others, the injustice of the Korean Magistrate, his apparent alliance with the Japanese to force

Koreans to sell at great loss, the indefiniteness of Korean deeds, the lack of a system for recording

deeds, the high handed measure of Japanese and French and the Korean officials, it is not at all

unlikely that complications over property questions will arise and we may have to refer a number of

questions to you for advice and help. I hope to talk over the situation with you in September but will

write something of the situation now.

The situation is this:-

The Japanese are buying up property right and left in the city, and outside the city and

particularly in the Maysung - or old site of Kija’s capital - where the railroad is to run and where

supposedly the railroad yards and station are to be, and where the new Western Palace (Korean) is.

The expectation is that a large city is to spring up there. The Japanese have staked off their

purchases (many of them) marking the stakes as defining Japanese property. The railroad men have

run the line for the road through growing crops and houses and on either side of it have marked off a

large “Concession” of hundreds of acres containing the best land and best houses in the province.

Within this “Concession” (Chokyai they call it) the land and 400 houses are condemned and the

people are forced out being ordered out by Japanese and Korean officials and told to look to the

Korean government for pay. The people are being paid for their houses through the Korean

Magistrate and although not treated impartially are on the whole paid a pretty fair compensation. I

have not heard of anyone having been paid for land or crops but on the contrary, apparently reliable

reports say that within this concession the magistrate himself is buying up land at a cheap price and

selling it to the Japanese, that the Dai Ichi Ginko [bank] men are buying up land and that the

Japanese are ordering the people off the land and out of the houses.

The people are highly enraged - see no hope of redress, do not understand what is being

done, cannot trust their own officials, are driven out of house and land and lose their crops. Ignorant

and helpless, they are the victims of their own officials and all kinds of sharpers, and when they

appeal to the law for justice find the official apparently in league against them and growing rich oft

of their plight.

Within this concession was one of our chapels valued at about 1500 yang (150 yen) but not

replaceable for less than 2000 yang. For this the church received 635 yang and the privilege of

tearing down and removing the building - entailing a loss but not a sufficiently large one to make us

think it worth while to protest and claim more.

Outside of this “Concession” also the Japanese have bought hundreds of fields and the

French have bought some. The latter with high handed measures forced the people who had houses

on their purchase to tear them down under threats of exacting a high rent for the same. This

produced intense indignation.
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Foreseeing the loss of our chapel and the eventual building up of a large population where
there are now fields and seeing some of the Christians and others practically forced to sell at

sacrifice and knowing that we will need for our work sites for future use, Mr. Lee and I bought some

fields outside of this concession near to purchases made by Japanese and French. On one piece

which we bought, the Japanese Commissary Department had erected a stable in the early spring. It

was not being used but the owner of the field could not farm it. We put up our stakes and soon after

heard that the magistrate had issued an order forbidding the sale of any property to foreigners. He

arrested the man who had sold to the French and it is reported extorted money from him and ordered

the transaction annulled but failed, in the latter part because the Frenchman refused to return the

deeds. He is said to have extorted money from some who sold to Japanese. He called in the man

who sold to us, ordered him to annul the transaction and refused to give him but a small proportion

of the amount of his loss from non-use of the field - as rent for the same from the Japanese who used

it for stables and are paying the rent through Korean officials. The man declined to receive the

amount offered as rent and now has received nothing but abuse from the official. The Japanese have

doubtless paid fair compensation for the rent of the field but the magistrate gets most of it and the

people bear the loss. Many fields were so used and some owners have taken the small amount

offered having no redress and not grit enough to refuse. The Japanese removed the stables from our

land about a month after our purchase of it.

When the man told us of the officials order to annul the sale we of course refused to give up

the deeds and the matter was dropped. Some days after this when I put up stakes on another field

purchased some time ago, not far from the Western Palace and on which were several houses, the

people, expecting treatment similar to that given by the Frenchman, went to the Palace officials and

complained of the sale of the land to a foreigner. This official (Ye Eui Ho) arrested and put in the

stocks Chay Pong-nin, who had sold the field to Sun Oo-chun and Sun Oo-chun who sold it to me.

Upon my representations, Sun Oo-chun was temporarily released on bail. I telegraphed to you and in

a few days the other man was released but only on condition that he pull up my stakes, which he did,

accompanied by a policeman. I have replaced my stakes, putting them in more securely. The people

in the houses were again alarmed thinking they would be forced to tear down at once but learning

that they would receive just treatment and not be subjected to the high handed treatment accorded by

the Frenchman they quieted down and there is no further trouble. The instruction from the Foreign

Office will doubtless prevent any more arrests.

Now, another situation:-

Koreans under Japanese supervisors have made a wagon road towards Wiju [-I
2
?-] which

took in a part of a field belonging to Mr. Hunt back of the hill on which we live. Mr. Hunt asked the

Japanese Consul where he should apply for compensation and received the reply: “This is an

enterprising by Korean authority and those Japanese only manage that business under the authority

so that I will like to inform you that I think you will be right to consult with the matter to Korean

authority.” He then applied to the Kamni [magistrate] who replied that he would certainly receive

compensation either from the Koreans or Japanese and that he need not worry, the matter would be

settled in due time. I think there will be no difficulty over that matter. Through this same field of

Mr. Hunt’s and through a field belonging to me in the Waysung (outside of the Japanese or railroad

“Concession”), the railroad is to run and through my field the grading has been done. We have not

yet applied for compensation for the loss of these fields. Before doing so we should like to know

from you through whom we should apply and what is to govern in determining the amount of

damages. The amount will not be large - less than 100 yen I think, but if paid through the Korean

magistrate, Paing, we shall probably have difficulty. This man, Paing, who caused us so much

trouble here a year ago or two, is the most unjust and yet shrewd scoundrel I have ever had to deal

with and is the most contemptuous of foreigners rights. Some months ago his underlings took my

boat against my written protest, returning it the next day. Shortly afterwards they took Mr. Hunt’s
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boat and I sent in word asking for its release and compensation for the seizure ofmy boat, saying that

if he could not stop such lawless proceedings I should write the American Minister. Mr. Hunt’s boat
was released at once but no compensation given me for mine. I have not pressed this matter again.

This same magistrate, Paing, recently accompanied a Japanese military officer connected with the

railroad to the house of Miss Kirkwood’s teacher and tried to bully his father into selling the house to

the Japanese. The house is situated on the river bank just outside of the “Concession”. It is a

valuable site which will be worth a great deal in a few years and the owner does not want to sell.

The Japanese and the magistrate wrote out a deed and tried to force the man to sign it, but he refused

and was roundly abused. Finally they wrote out another deed at a higher price (less than he was

offered for it a year ago), took the deed unsigned; left a note for the amount and afterwards calling up

the local supervisor put the money in his charge for the owner of the house. Thus the magistrate is in

league against his own people and they know not how to protect themselves.

The man who watches our cemetery (having a house near by) was ordered out of his house

the other day by the Japanese at work on the railroad who threatened to make him pull down his

house unless he gave it up for their use as an eating house while working on the road near by. No
compensation is offered and the man can appeal to no one for protection or redress.

We hear of these cases affecting men who are in touch with us. There are hundreds such of

which we do not hear. Do not understand me as being antagonistic to the Japanese; far from it. I

write you these things to give you information of a situation in which I am sure you are interested

and which will help to keep you posted as to what is going on. It may be of more or less use to you

in some way. Of course we are all pro-Korean all the time and wish there was some way to

overcome the rank injustice to which the Koreans are subjected by their own officials and by some of

the Japanese.

Incidentally, if you ever have an opportunity to help to remove the magistrate Paing from

his position you will do the Korean people here a great service and make the situation here a more

agreeable one to us.

Thanking you again for your kindness and with kind regards

Yours very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 234, #91)



Headquarters July 14th, 1904 F.A. McKenzie
First Imp. Japanese Army,
Manchuria

Dear Dr. Moffett,

Thank you very much for the parcels received; the box of hypo, from Seoul, and the

package from Shanghai.

I wonder if the long lost camera has yet arrived? It has at last been located at Seoul, and

Mr. Muhlensteth in his last letter wrote as though it would accompany that letter. If it has not

yet arrived, would you mind sending enclosed wire to Mr. Muhlensteth.

I also enclose a wire to Tokyo, which I should much like sent, and one or two letters to

Seoul, for posting.

I join you in July 4th celebrations, despite the efforts of some of your countrymen here to

force one into Anglo-American controversies. They seem convinced that Englishmen must have

some fundamental animosity to America, and they judge one’s every word accordingly. The

attitude is novel and interesting to me. In my innocence, I imagined that both peoples had buried

the hatchet many years ago.

We are doing nothing here, just apparently sitting still. What is proceeding at the front, I

cannot say. Up to a few days since, General Kuropatkin surprised us all by remaining south of

Haicheng. I do not know if he is still there. If he remains (although there is a good position

between Haicheng and Kai ping where he can fight) he seems fair to be delivered wholly into

our hands. That is, unless there is some unknown factor influencing him. If he goes, then hey

for Harbin.

Would you do me a great favour sometime, by sending me (when a messenger is coming

up) a few numbers of the “British Weekly” and a standard book on Korea. Both will be returned

promptly. I am especially anxious to see any March numbers of the “B.W.”

Please give my very sincerest greetings to Mrs. Moffett.

Very sincerely,

F.A. McKenzie

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea July 21, 1904 C.D. Hagerty

Dear Mr. Moffett:

Pak Pil Won, the Korean who arranged the courier service, has reduced their number to

two, and doubled their wages. The arrangement seems to be satisfactory, as your letters and the

package for Mr. Miller came through in three days.

I have not heard from Mr. Hull save through the letter you enclose. Do you know if he

received the $500 which Mr. Straight telegraphed to him, and if the courier service from Ping

Yang northward will be affected by his removal to Chinnampo? My understanding is that the

couriers from you met a relay at Wiju or Antung, through the agency of Mr. Hull, this last relay

going to Mr. Collins.

1 am leaving Seoul, and have appointed Mr. Ernest Bethell who has established a daily

paper here, our representative in these parts. Kindly direct your answer to this note to him, and

favor him with news of our situation at Antung. It looks to me as if we were in a hole and it we

are Mr. Bethell will have to straighten it out, particularly with reference to the courier service. I

am ignorant of the place of residence of Dr. Sharrocks? Possibly Mr. Hull has made an

arrangement with him.

The small service you ask of delivering the package to Mr. Miller I shall perform most

happily, and you may feel free to call upon Mr. Bethell similarly, or otherwise. Mr. Bethell’

s

address is care the British Legation, in case you should desire to use the post office in addressing

him. I am writing to Mr. Hull at Chinnampo. I am also sending by this courier a letter and a

package of newspapers to Mr. Collins. Make free with the papers yourself.

Sincerely yours,

C.D. Hagerty

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Probably Antung undated telegram Hull

Bethell Seoul

Korean labor agitator found guilty military court destroying works Seoul-Wiju railway

executed this morning, (stop) Execution conducted dispatch precision as example

revolutionists, (stop) Thousands witnesses surrounding hills, (stop) Firing squad

consisted one man one shot sufficing. Victim cool until end.

Hull

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Headquarters July 25th, 1904 F.A. McKenzie
First Imperial Jap. Army.

Dear Dr. Moffett,

This is a race with another man to get the story off first. If you could in any way get the

Post Office people to put the message through promptly, I should be most sincerely obliged.

I have had a three days’ journey to get the story, and am not long in, so that I shall not

write much now.

My glasses got broken. Would it be too much to ask you to have them put right at one of

the shops in your city. Ping-yang is a centre of trade compared with here.

Very kindest regards to Mrs. Moffett and all.

Very sincerely,

F.A. McKenzie

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Headquarters

First Imperial Japanese Army
Manchuria

July 26th, 1904 F.A. McKenzie

Dear Dr. Sharrocks,

Would you please despatch enclosed message to Pingyang in place of the one sent

yesterday, destroying the former.

If the one has already gone on, please send this immediately to Pingyang, and if it is

possible would you try to telegraph to Dr. Moffett to stop the former one.

The two packages arrived to-day. I am very much concerned about the two the Japanese

have stopped, as they contain, I suppose, my cameras and supplies. Would the Japanese at Sun-

chon not give permits for the men to come up. If necessary, I will appeal to the General here

about it.

I am asking Dr. Moffett to send you two hundred dollars of the money I have left at Ping-

yang, as my money here is difficult to send.

The parcels, which contained newspapers and clothes, were very welcome.

Yours very faithfully,

F.A. McKenzie

P.S. I am more sorry than I can say that you should have had so much trouble over the seizure of

the packages. It is always the trouble in every army that minor men act as their chiefs would

neither sanction nor allow if they knew.

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



New York City August 1, 1904 A.J. Brown

The Rev. S.A. Moffett, D.D.

Pyeng Yang, Korea, Via Chemulpo

My dear Dr. Moffett:-

Your excellent letter of May 12
th was eagerly read and liberal extracts from it were promptly sent to the

papers. You will never know how many prayers have been offered for the beloved missionaries in

northern Korea and our hearts are full of thanksgiving as we note day by day the answer to those prayers.

So far as we can judge from the dispatches in the daily papers, Japan is pretty apt to keep Korea. The

Russians are apparently being defeated in almost every battle. The sympathy of the American people as a

whole is strongly with Japan and the more we hear of the brutality, lust and drunkenness of the Russian

troops, the more strongly do we sympathize with the Japanese.

I have had my faith and courage strengthened by a few days at a Student Conference in

Northfield, Massachusetts. Over 600 young men were present, representing a large number of the leading

colleges and universities of the East. Mr. John R. Mott, the leader of the movement, presided and

splendid addresses were delivered by many eminent men, including President Patton of Princeton

University, President Hopkins of Williams College, Dr. C. Campbell Morgan, our own Mr. Speer and

others. It was good to see the prominence given to Foreign Missions. Several foreign missionaries were

on the program and some of the speakers who were not foreign missionaries strongly and eloquently

urged the claims of foreign work. I am sure that everyone of that great body of young men was

profoundly stirred by the needs of the heathen world, and that many felt that the Spirit of God was calling

them to service on the foreign field.

One of the most wonderful things about the Conference was the general spirit. I was impressed

not so much by any particular address, though all the addresses that I heard were of a high order, as by the

magnificent witness of the Conference as a whole to the genuineness and the vitality of Christian life and

service. I could not but wish that thousands of ministers and laymen could have been present. We hear a

good deal nowadays in the public prints about the decadence of Christianity, but no one who attended that

Conference could fail to see that there is something tremendously real in our religion. It was inspiring to

see that fine body of highly trained young men, the very best minds of the rising generation, spending day

after day in prayer and conference and Bible study and giving their chief thought to the wide problem of

world evangelization. At no time during the Conference did I hear of doubts or discouragements as to the

future. There was, on the contrary, the most confident faith that the work is God’s, that He is calling us to

do it and that victory is sure ifwe put ourselves under the guidance of Christ.

1 came away feeling new hope for the future, and I want to pass that feeling of hope on to you.

God reigns, Christ leads, and there can be no question about the outcome.

Affectionately yours,

Signature too light to read - but surely

A.J. Brown

(from microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242 {Part 2}, letter #102)



First with Kuroki’s army Aug. 1, 1904 Robert M. Collins

Yesterday’s battle was most important Kuroki’s army fought since crossing Yalu. Many more

Russians engaged than former battle. They occupied equally strong positions - had much more

artillery were better acquainted country having long time occupied area over which Japanese

maneuvered. Japanese victory if not more important than Yalu was won against greater odds &
consequently better test mettle their troops and consequently more creditable.

Result was Japanese gained 10 miles probably more on advance toward Liaoyang. How far

Russians have retreated unknown as yet but only one strong strategic and defensive position

intervenes between Kuroki’s army and Liaoyang, that being 8 miles south Liaoyang. Impossible

estimate Russian casualties reports Japanese losses not rendered this morning. While Russian

and Japanese forces this front are stretched over long line country Russians are known have 4

divisions between Kuroki & Liaoyang & Mukden large proportion them fresh from Europe.

Theatre that part battle correspondents witnessed was valley beginning 3 miles from pass.

Valley about 10 miles long, nowhere more than mile wide. River from North to South, in level,

covered fields, high com, giving troops fine cover.

In morning 2 armies were confronting each other across valley. Japanese stationed on range

hills front pass while Russians held high range west of valley. Artillery engagement began

morning lasted until 5 neither side appeared gain advantage far as spectators could judge.

Russians had 2 batteries in high hills beyond village TOWAN commanding Liaoyang road

which Japanese shelled heavily front & left without silencing. Japanese artillery was

handicapped by soft roads which compelled bring of ammunition by land. Russian used 24 guns

front MOTIENLING judging from observations their firing.

Japanese had 2 or more batteries, 1 & 2 batteries in valley on plain without cover except high

com which Russians were discovered focussing all their fire on batteries in hills. Spectacular &

daring feature of day was advance Japanese infantry across valley which began 5 evening and

resulted occupation all Russian gun positions and infantry entrenchments in 2 hours. Russians as

usual could not withstand charges of Japanese infantry and fled through hills. While Russian

reports may describe theirs as rear-guard action and say retreated according pre-arranged plan

appearance field this morning indicates rout. They left much clothing, camp paraphernalia.

Battery stationed just right tower village TOWAN where Sakaroff witnessed two engagements

dashed down hill one gun was overturned left at foot hill.

More follows

Collins

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Headquarters August 2nd, 1 904 F.A. McKenzie

First Imperial Japanese Army

Dear Mrs. Moffett,

Thank you very much for your cheerful letter. It arrived just before the battle, and we

have been so busy since that I am delaying writing you a proper letter (one does not call two

minute notes like this letters) until later.

Here is another telegram.

The British Weeklies were great. I have not yet had time to open

the books, but I stole half an hour from sleep to glance over the papers.

Very sincerely,

F.A. McKenzie

P.S. Could the next messenger who comes up bring me some olive oil, vinegar, and, if possible,

lime juice or lime juice cordial?

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea August 15, 1904 Samuel A. Moffett

Hon. H.N. Allen

U.S. Legation, Seoul

Dear Dr. Allen:

Several in our community feel that you will be interested in certain aspects of the

relations between the Japanese and Koreans in this part of the country, and that we ought to keep

you informed. They have suggested that I write you telling you of the situation arising from the

impressment of Koreans for work on the Railroad and for labor as coolies with the army in

Manchuria. For some days there has been great indignation over the enforced labor on the

railroad at wages which in many cases is said to be insufficient to pay for food only, the wages

as reported to us ranging from 16 cents Korean to 80 cents Korean a day. Men have been taken

in squads 50 or 100 li [one li is Va of a mile] or more from their houses, compelled to work a few

days and then sent back, their wages for their work not even paying their board bills not to

mention the expense coming and going. This has been done by the Korean officials to the

village or township elders or trustees. This is a busy time with the farmers and many have tried

to avoid the work so as to care for their crops. The Japanese have resorted to beating them and

forcing them to labor. Where the wages earned have not been sufficient to pay for the Board, it

is reported that the village or township from which the men come has been levied upon to supply

the deficiency. I am told that in and around Pyeng Yang each house has been ordered to furnish

one laborer, and that in case of refusal Japanese have entered houses and beaten with sticks the

head of the house until he promised to comply.

In one village in Whang Ju some of the Christians refused to work on the railroad and the

word was taken to the Japanese that none of the Christians would work. Upon this the Japanese

went to the village, beat the leader of the Church and threatened to beat the Evangelist, forcing

the two men to sign a paper promising to send 35 men to work on the road.

A number of Christians and other villagers from Chai Chai, 25 li from here, were taken

50 li to Choong Wha county, among them the leader of the Church. Saturday night this leader

asked the interpreter to tell the Japanese in charge that he could not work the next day, Sunday.

The interpreter refused. The man then said that unless he would explain the matter the Japanese

would think that he was running away, but still the interpreter refused, and so when the man

went to Church on Sunday instead of working it gave the impression that he was running away

from the work.

Along the line of the Railroad there has been a good deal of disturbance, but I have

mentioned in detail only these few which have come clearly to our notice.

More serious, however, has been the agitation caused by the demand for coolies for work

in Manchuria. The Japanese Consuls in Chinnampo and Pyeng Yang have compelled the

Korean prefects to issue orders for as many coolies (one for every 6
th
house) to be sent to

Manchuria. Some prefects have refused, others have complied. The governor in Pyeng Yang

refused at first but was told that the Japanese would make the Magistrate Paing governor in his
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place unless he issued the order.

This move has caused not only indignation and alarm, but has led to an insurrection in

An Ju county, and to such disturbances as to threaten insurrections in Kang Sye, Ryong Kang,

Sam Wha and Chung San counties, while in Anock county an even more serious situation is

arising. Here, because alarmed at the threat to send in Japanese soldiers, bind them, and send

them bound by ship to Manchuria, whole villages are reported deserted by all but the old men,

the people having fled in consternation.

For a week or more our helpers and leaders have been coming in greatly alarmed over the

situation and the change of the sentiment among the people towards the Japanese. Our people

have been, and are strongly pro-Japanese and wish to remain so, but the mass of the people are

becoming outspoken in bitterness against the Japanese, and are openly saying they hope the

Russians will come in again.

Just at this time comes the report that the Russians have taken Gensan [Wonsan] from

which all the people have fled, and that they are now at Cha San, Kang Tong and Sung Chun

counties 100 li or more north east of Pyeng Yang. Last Tuesday night Japanese troops went out

to this region - - 1000 of them it is reported.

The country people are getting indignant and excitement and disturbance are growing,

while the Japanese are becoming more and more suspicious and overbearing.

Some of the Christians and others here have recently organized a debating society which

I understand has aroused the suspicion of the Japanese although the Society is doing nothing

along political lines and its officers assure me they intend to keep it clear of politics.

It looks as though the Japanese were making the mistake of alienating the sympathy of

the whole people and of turning them from friends into enemies by a policy of enforced labor

and very unwise administration in matters which affect a large number of people. Injustice from

their own officials the Korean endures, but from the Japanese they keenly and indignantly resent.

Believing that the Japanese would appreciate it if we reported to the Consul here the

rumors which were reaching us, Mr. Lee [Graham Lee], Mr. Morris and I called on him and in

substance told him what I have written you. He seemed glad to have us tell him of the situation,

and was himself somewhat worried over it. He explained that the people were not to be forced

to go to Manchuria but said he thought the Koreans ought to be willing to go and thus to keep

safe their country from Russia.

He also explained that work on the railroad was paid for at the rate of so much per Kan ,

paying for an amount of work which two Japanese would do in a day. If two Koreans did their

work in one day they received the same wages Japanese would receive, but if it took four

Koreans to do this work they each received only half as much. This he said would explain why

there was such disparity in wages received and why in many cases it was insufficient. He also

said there might be some squeezing, and that the disturbances had been such that he expected
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soon to put Japanese police along the road whenever work was being carried on.

We made one request of him that he arrange with the Japanese supervisors that the

Christians at work should be free on Sunday. This he seemed quite willing to do, and 1 think he

appreciated our visit and the spirit in which the information was given, as we assured him that

we wished to use our influence to maintain friendly relations between the Japanese and Koreans.

It is with the same hope in view that we wish to keep you informed as to any movements

which seem to threaten trouble.

A good many Koreans come to us to know if they can get any damage for the land which

is taken for the railroad. I have not as yet been able to learn what the agreement with the

government is. If you can give me any information on this point and through whom the Koreans

can secure the price of their land, I shall be greatly obliged.

Mr. Hunt and I have just learned that our claims will be considered at the Railroad

Headquarters here.

With kindest regards.

Yours very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 234, letter #98)



Headquarters August 15, 1904 F.A. McKenzie

First Imperial Japanese Army
MANCHURIA

Dear Mrs. Moffett,

I have not had opportunity earlier to tell you how much I am appreciating the books and

the “British Weeklies”. But I have a terrible confession to make about the “B.W’s”. You know

that any paper which enters this camp is at once bespoke by everyone, for reading matter is

scarce here. All wanted to read these papers. The result is that, after passing through all hands,

they show great signs of wear. I shall straighten them out the best I can, when I return them, but I

can only offer my apologies. The two books have not suffered.

What a lot has happened since we last met. Do you remember the morning when I rode

from your door, with the new saddle bags fixed? Although I had to discard the saddle bags for

that ride, they have been of very great service since.

I read your accounts of your own work in Pingyang with wonder. One compares its

purpose and outcome with one’s own work, and the result is a very profound dissatisfaction. But

there is at least one thing I believe I can honestly say ofmy work here. However much it may

lack, it will give no man a love of war. I have purposely emphasized the horrible tragedy of it,

the real suffering, the pain. We grow callous here, and the things that six months ago would have

been horrors are now trifles. But we never grow so callous as to forget the misery that all our big

fights are bringing on tens of thousands of women and children to whom the political issues at

stake are but a name. Sometimes one looks at a blue eyed, curly haired, fair young Russian

prisoner, or turns ones eyes from the lifeless body of a boyish Japanese infantryman, and then

memory comes of what this means to the mother in the Japanese city, or the waiting wife in the

Russian village.

My wife has been spending the summer partly in Shanghai, and partly in Japan. It was a

very great treat our being together for two or three days at the end of May. I am hoping that we

will meet again in December. I want to get away from here in November, but my people may not

care for it. However I shall do my best to quit.

I wonder if Dr. Moffett and yourself realise how much your good services have aided one

during the past few months. If I do not say much about this, it is not that I have not thought a

great deal of it. You have both made me your debtor in a way I can never repay.

Yours very sincerely,

F.A. McKenzie

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Headquarters

First Imperial Japanese Army,

MANCHURIA

August 15, 1904 F.A. McKenzie

My dear Dr. Moffett,

The messengers brought the letter and enclosure safely. The draft was very serviceable, for cash

had been running short here.

I wonder if you would mind receiving two hundred pounds for me from Tokyo, and sending me

part of it up. I was hoping to be able to get it through Yinkow, and so save troubling you, but all our

dreams of visiting Yinkow immediately are at an end. The authorities have, for the moment, refused

permission for us to go or send there.

This further places us in another difficulty. We were allowing supplies of food to run short,

knowing that there was plenty at Yinkow. Could you have a few things bought in Pingyang, and have a

man bring them up on his back? The things we want, especially are a few tins of meat (small tins), some

butter, and some tins of cream (unsweetened), with one or two tins of salmon, if it is to be had, or similar

things. There are very few chickens or the like to be had here, and eggs are now as scarce as possible. I

had ten eggs sent up from Lienshankwan, five miles back, last week. Fraser and I had six, and some

criminal came along and induced our boy to lend him four, on the solemn promise that they should be

returned that evening. Alas for return! Not an egg has been seen since, nor is one likely to be. The

Chinese sellers are frightened to come near us, lest they should be suspected of being spies.

I am hoping to get away in November. My people, happily, are very well satisfied with what I

have done, and their letters could not be kinder or more appreciative. Thanks to your help, my messages

have got through right up to time. In the case the other day, where Mr. Collins was 36 hours before me

with the account of the battle of Chaotao, he wrote his from information sent over to Headquarters. I rode

over to the field of battle, three days’ hard travelling, and so was perforce behind. But I got the much

fuller and first hand account, which well atoned for the delay. One has constantly to choose between

giving a skimpy immediate account, or waiting a few hours for fuller and better details. It is often hard to

decide what is right to do. But since what I have done fully satisfies my people at home, I am feeling

very content.

We are evidently being compelled to delay our advance by the wet weather. The rain just now is

very heavy.

The camera and the other package, which were stopped by the Japanese, arrived here last

night. The camera is a beauty, and I must try to print some results of its work to show you.

Very sincerely,

F.A. McKenzie

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Tien Shui Tien, Manchuria August 17, 1904 Robert M. Collins

My dear Dr. Moffatt -

I enclose a telegram for Egan in Tokyo and will be grateful if you will dispatch it. Also a

telegram regarding money for Mr. Blundell, which I will ask you to send if you need funds,

making any changes in it you may think best. Will you be kind enough to send Dr. Sharrocks

some money to pay the couriers, I do not know how much he may need. I enclose also a letter

for Mr. Hull. We have been experiencing a week of the hardest rains I have ever known outside

of the Philippines. The war with us has been quiet since we reached this place. McKenzie’s

man tells me that one of my runners was assaulted by Chinese near Antung on the sixth and his

message and other things taken from him. Such are the fortunes of wear. Probably you know

that O.K. Davis has left us some time since, being recalled by the Herald. The correspondents of

the second army, among whom are Richard Harding Davis and John Fox, are not many miles

from us although we have not seen them. Everyone in this camp is well and all are hoping that

the war will be finished this summer so that we may go to other climates for the winter. We
have just received word of the defeat of the Russian navy, which tends toward that happy

conclusion. I am, Very sincerely yours,

Robert M. Collins

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea September, 1904 Charles Allen Clark

One incident only I want to apeak of, the death of Yi Yong Uhni. He was the little lame boy who
was in the hospital several months for hip disease. He always came to all of the services and even when
he became very weak he had the attendants bring him in and put him down right by the speaker’s desk.

His little face looked up at one so colorless and transparent, it seemed to have in it a little touch of

heaven, even before he went. We examined him for baptism in November. He was nearly gone then, in

pain all the time, catching his breath as he answered the questions. I never expect to hear such answers

again. Dr. Avison was asking the questions. Every answer came clear and true. He knew whom he had

believed. One could feel it. One or two of his answers were especially good. Dr. Avison asked “How do

you feel now? A little while ago you were afraid you were going to die: are you afraid now?” “Oh no,

kokchung upso (I have no anxiety)” he said. “Well, do you want to be baptized? And if so, why?” the

doctor asked. “I want to get nearer to Jesus and have His seal upon me.” “But can’t you get nearer

without that?” “Oh yes: but I want that too.” “Well, supposing you do not get this baptism and should

die; could you get into heaven any way?” “Oh yes, it doesn’t make so much difference about this baptism

after one has the baptism of the Holy Spirit.” I caught the doctor’s eye as he said that in his sweet boyish

voice. I know the doctor felt as I did, that the little fellow was away up on the heights above us. He went

home a little later, up where he need have no more kokchung about that poor aching body. If the Seoul

hospital has never done anything else, it has more than justified itself in the life of little Yi.

(from the personal report of Dr. Charles Allen Clark published in The Korea Field
,
November, 1904, p.

216)



Pyengyang, Korea September, 1904 Alice Fish Moffett

Personal Report of Alice Fish Moffett

In October of 1903 the work of a new year was begun with a country trip to Soon An Magistracy fifty

“li”[one li is about Vs of a mile] to the North. Sabbath was spent among the church people here, with a

morning class of more than sixty women, many of whom I found ready for deeper teaching than is usual and

eager with their questions. During the next three days I visited three small villages lying along a beautiful

valley which afforded a return to Pyeng Yang by a circuitous route. From each place the Christians sent word

in advance to the next village so that I always found the women gathered in one of the homes and ready for a

service. Thirty five patients were treated during this visit.

From November 13
th

to 2

1

st

I had the privilege of another trip to the country to hold a class for women

at the Kal Won church. On the way out a night was spent at the little village of Ting Ti Pang Sung where were

held evening and morning services with the women. At the Kal Won church thirty five women gathered from

seventeen villages for all the days of study and several others came in for different classes. Of the thirty five

women only seven were not able to read well: the others were prepared for good study and all were very

earnest and faithful. Two Bible women helped me during this class, each teaching for an hour in the

afternoons, the morning sessions being held all together. At the close of the afternoon singing class I treated a

few patients each day, numbering twenty in all.

During the Fall and Winter about fifteen to eighteen little girls who were regular attendants upon the

Wednesday catechumen class at the city church were placed in a class by themselves for the study of the

children’s catechism. The attendance of the catechumen women was about thirty five, fifteen ofwhom were

very faithful in learning and reciting the memory verses.

During the Fall training class I taught scriptural geography to the women of the third division. In the

Spring a new class for young women was formed in Mrs. Swallen’s Bible school in the city, of which I was

given charge. The attendance has been regular and the listening very good. To induce these shy young women

to answer questions readily is a matter of considerable time.

When, on the 22nd
of May, men and women received baptism in the city church, nearly all the

members of my catechumen class passed into the regular classes for baptized women. But house to house

visiting among those recently received as catechumens, gathered a class of twenty two for the first meeting and

since then about ten have been added.

Faithful Paksi, who has been my helper and Bible woman for six years, was laid aside from active

work this spring by a slight stroke of paralysis. She has recovered the use of arm and limb to a great extent but

not her former ready thought and speech, and probably will not again be able to hold the interest of a large

number of women or to teach and preach as formerly. To be taken from her loved work was a trial she hardly

knew how to bear for a time, but she is learning the secret of the ministry of prayer and the joy of knowing she

may have a part in services and classes which she cannot lead nor teach.

In her place I have Wonsi, an earnest woman from the country, who is faithfully studying, helping in

class work and in house to house visiting, and whose whole heart is in work for the Master. She has a class of

six women who are learning to read and several inquirers in four or five houses, to whom she is teaching the

truths of the Gospel. These are nearly all attending services now, two have become catechumens, and one, a

woman of fifty years old, who was a sorceress, recently gave up all her evil practices, declared that she would

be a Christian, and requested the Christian women to come to her house and clear it of all the devil’s

instruments which she had used so long. Wonsi’s joy over these women, whom she has led out, and her

watchfulness over them is like that of a mother for her children.

During the year I treated 626 patients and received for medicines ¥ 55.34.

Respectfully submitted,

Alice Fish Moffett

(from microfilm reel #284, Vol. 244, personal reports)



Pyengyang, Korea September, 1904

(From Annual Report of Pyengyang Station, 1904)

Author uncertain

Outside of the present city of Pyeng Yang is the old “Way-sung” or “Outer City”, built 3,000

years ago by Kija, Korea’s first great king. Here work has been carried on by Mr. Swallen and Miss

Snook for a number of years. Just outside the south gate, between the old and the new cities, is a village

of some 300 houses called the “Choong-sung” or “Middle City .

Up to the present year our Christians in the Way-sung and the Choong-sung worshiped in the

large central church; but the city congregation, as stated in last year’s report, had grown so large that it

became necessary to establish another church. At the last Annual Meeting of the Mission it was decided

to proceed at once with the organization. The territorial division was made to include the Way-sung, the

Choong-sung, and all the city of Pyeng Yang south of the West Gate Street, the building to be erected

outside the south gate. About 150 Christians were enrolled in this district. Mr. Swallen and Mr. Blair

were appointed pastors.

One great element of strength in the Pyeng Yang church has been the centralization and unity of

the work. Both pastors and people were desirous that nothing should be done to weaken this spirit of

unity. While the success of the work demanded that a second organization be formed and another

building erected, it was determined to keep the organization essentially one as far as possible without

making the new church a mere chapel or dependency of the parent organization.

With this in view, the pastors and officers of the two churches have been formed into one board

of officers having final authority, which delegates the general oversight of the work to the separate

boards. The two congregations meet together the first Sabbath of each month and for weekly prayer-

meetings. They have but one treasurer, all offerings going into a common fund. The benefit of this

became immediately apparent when the first subscription for the new church was made. The people

realized that the work was one and gave with equal zeal without regard to location. At this writing the

new building is nearing completion, tho the work has been done in spite of many hindrances.

When the separation was first made last fall the congregation was compelled to meet in the old

East Gate Chapel, there being in the new territory no obtainable building large enough to serve as a

temporary abode. It was hard to leave the parent church and go to a building outside the new church’s

territory, but the enthusiasm was so great that no objection was raised during the four months that

meetings were held there. Plans for the erection this spring of the new building outside the South Gate

were all made and much material gathered when the war broke upon us. Everything was stopped, the

people were scattered, and the East Gate Chapel used by the Japanese Acting Consul. Nothing was left

but to go back, all that remained, to the Central Church and meet as of old. Many feared that the work

was all undone, but with the departure of the troops our people all reassembled, no whit discouraged.

Fortunately a large tiled building outside the south gate, not far from the new site, was secured during the

panic. The Christians, giving their services, converted it into a temporary meeting place. The south gate

congregation again moved and began at once so to develop that we had no choice but to push the work on

the new building.

The work of building has been carried on largely under Mr. [Graham] Lee’s direction. The

architecture is Korean. When completed, the structure will resemble the Central Church but will, of

course, be much smaller. The wing now building will seat between 350 and 400 people. As the plan

provides for later enlargement, this first section had to be built wide and high, necessitating greater initial

expense. It is estimated that the cost of this wing will be over 17,000 nyang. Of this amount over 8,000

nyang has been pledged by the Koreans and is being paid in rapidly. Another subscription will have to be
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It is greatly to be desired that the Koreans pay the full cost of the building, but for several reasons

this seems to be impossible. The war has caused very unsettled conditions. The members of this

congregation living in the Way-sung have lost heavily by the seizure of their lands for railroad yards, and

have been compelled to remove their chapel at considerable expense. Furthermore, we hope and believe

that an increasing congregation will soon make it necessary to complete the building by adding the

second wing. We therefore asked the Mission to sanction the use of foreign funds to the extent of one-

third the cost, stating, however, our great desire and purpose, if it be possible without crippling the work,

to let the Koreans bear the full burden.

Space will not permit us to give the many interesting incidents connected with the growth of this

congregation, yet mention must be made of two of our business men, Ni Il-yung and Nim Taik-soon, who

have given of their time without pay to oversee the building operations.

Dr. Whiting has attended the Way-sung chapel regularly and has made himself greatly beloved by

the people. The women’s work there which Miss Snook has conducted this year as in the past has

developed steadily.

The Sabbath congregation at the South Gate Church now averages about 1 80. A Sabbath

morning Bible class for men enrolls 50 and one for women about 60. There is also a Wednesday

afternoon Bible class for women, conducted by Mrs. Blair. Twenty-six adults were baptized and 21

catechumens received during the year. A spirit of prayer and unusual zeal in preaching has marked the

work from the beginning. A profound impression has been made upon the district. Every Sabbath now

sees a number of new faces.

(from The Korea Field,
May, 1905, pp. 252, 253)



Pyeng Yang, Korea Sept. 6th, 1904
(copy of portions of letter from Dr. Alice Fish Moffett to her father)

Dear Fatherdy,

Alice Fish Moffett

.HinFc
h3Ve ackjlowledged the receipt of the draft which you sent for Pak Soon-111 Samhmks it can be put to the best use by buying a field which will perhaps yield her enough for aL nn Rm

harves,bd in order ,0 buy “ ,he bes
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Dear little woman, the trial has been very hard for her and still is. She has the use of both armand leg once more and speaks fairly distinctly, but she will never again think or speak as readily as shed, and so cannot hold the attention of a class of women, nor compel the interest of those who are

room
timC - She t0

^^ 31 P^'"8 l° "ew'“ 1 have aroom full of twenty women or more who were not at all interested in the Gospel - only curious to askquestions about articles in the room, and by her skillful answer to a question or by some pointed query onher part, she would gradually bring them to listen to what she had to say and before long ftiey would bequiring about the truth she was talking about rather than about our foreign furniture.
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te" y°U ab°Ut Elder Kil [KiI Sun-JuJ> the man ‘o whom you gave the eye treatmentfrom Dr. Oneal Chicago). Of the Dr. I have not much to say - 1 am afraid he is a quack howeve^isremedies certainly helped K.l Chang-no [elder Kil]. He had been in deep trial andtespondency asdarkness was settling down upon him at only thirty-five years of age with his work as an elder and his
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f ^ Y (Dl"' °neal °f Ch,cago) was that he could not send more medicine withoutng terms for further treatment. By this time the three months course was over and very soon reverse
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bcgan m the^ Before lonS the darkness was complete which meant a perfectly^hard cataractTo shorten my story - then Dr. Whiting came (from San Jose, California) and after examinat^»Sh

consideration of the case, consented to operate for removal of the cataract. Dr. Wells had previouslyoperated on the other eye but the patient’s blood was in poor condition and the severe inflammatio^wh.chfolloweddestroyed the retina. We knew there was danger this time also and that every precaution
st be taken. Doctor gave Kil Chang-no a course of tonic treatment beforehand - the office^of thechurch voted that he should have vacation for a month and they used every effort to keep perplexingchurch matters away from him. We made his case a special subject of prayer and the wholeThurchwas

snecia|

8
d

f°r

^ D°Ct°r and Mr Moffett went together to his house for the operation and gavepe rn I d'rections about every detail that should follow. There was not a particle of mfiammafion even
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8 W3S COmplete and Perfect and on the day when the bandages were removedand Kil Chang-no could distinguish the faces of his wife and boy and the doctor, the news flew like wildire t rough the church and there was great rejoicing. A week ago last Sabbath Kil Chang-no was in the
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fltted to the eye that was given back to him and once more he readfrom the Bible to a delighted people. Everybody said “It was in answer to prayer.” “It was accomplishedonly by prayer
,
and all gave praise to God and loving gratitude to our beloved Dr. Whiting!

A heart full of love from your loving daughter

Alice

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Madison, Indiana September 8, 1904 Mrs. S.S. Moffett

[Maria Jane McKee Moffett]

My Dear Sam:

Your boathouse letter comes promptly as it is dated Aug. 8th & has just been handed in.

What a lovely way to spend your vacation. Can’t you give me a rough sketch of your boat, the

table & surroundings - the bill of fare for the day, etc.? How many Koreans man the boat & how

are you sheltered from the rain?

I was very sorry to have our hill top closed this summer. It is an expensive luxury - Ned

struck for higher wages in the spring - I kept (boarded) his two horses so I had nothing but the

milk & fruit when I was at home. I get a horse, when I ride, from Sam Graham s stable. They

are not as fine looking as Major but they always send me a quiet one. Will has a horse & surrey

& still keeps Daisy for ornament.

Mrs. Gale is still visiting Abbie. She is devoted to the children & is a great help - Amy

Glasgow” is a fine little girl - just as good & pretty as she can be. I can say the same of Emily

for she is a little piece of perfection. Donald is what you might call a “Inster” & as smart as he

can be. We felt pretty lonesome & homesick when Tom left. He gave us a visit of only three

days - pushed on to Minnesota to hear a Mr. Latimore preach, hoping he would suit his church

people for a pastor. Tom doesn’t want to accept the call & says the only way is to get someone

for the place. Says he has lived in the tropics for 1
1
years & thinks it time for a change. He

seemed to feel the heat more this summer than ever before. I hope he won’t get farther away

from home. He urged us to go to Santa Barbara for the winter - but I would rather stay at home.

These days I miss home comforts & cannot stand the fatigue of travel & the “hurry & scurry” of

getting round. Howdie has been bringing me some peaches that were beauties. As yellow & red

as they ever get & one peach is as much as one wishes at a sitting. Would like him to send you

seeds. This is the first year of bearing - getting about ‘/z bushel. Have had more fruit than we

could use - gave to our friends and preserved more than ever. I think I wrote you all about Lake

Bluff. Susie will stay several weeks longer unless the weather is cool in F.W. They rented the

cottage for the season. How I miss the darling baby Lenore. I forgot to speak of how beautiful

Tom’s remarks were at prayer meeting. The subject - on topic card was “self-examination”. He

is never at a loss for a word or an idea. His friends always come to hear him.

Sam, I am so glad your home is by the river side & that you can enjoy the water, the hills

& the mountains & you can think of the beauties surrounding your old home. Write me that you

have burned all these scribbles of Tom’s.

Your loving Mother

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Headquarters

First Imperial Japanese Army,

MANCHURIA

September 17, 1904 F.A. McKenzie

Dear Mrs. Moffett,

It must have been a real exercise of self-denial for you not to go down to the Conference

at Seoul. I can only hope that your rest will be so fully restored that you will feel rewarded for

it.

I received the 500 yen safely last night, and the package containing clothes. You refer in

your letter to several packages. The man only brought one.

We are now allowed access to the Newchang line. That means no more telegrams for the

present through Ping-yang. I have told you before what a very great help your kindness and aid

have been to me during this time.

I am half hoping, if they will let me, to return in November over-land, through Korea. I

want to see the country again.

I think the best way to send on the remainder of the money, would be to telegraph it to

the Yinkow branch of the Dai Ichi Ginko [bank]. There must be a large amount to come out of it

for recent telegraph and other expenses.

Would you please give the bearer five yen.

With kindest regards to Dr. Moffett and yourself, and to all our friends at Pingyang.

Yours very faithfully,

F.A. McKenzie

P.s. What an iniquitous shame the decision of the House of Lords over the Free Church case

was.

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

To Mrs. Moffett.

Sept. 29th, 1904 C. Shinjo

Dear Madame,

We could not send your telegram just as it is to Mr. McKenzie by the Military

telegraph, but our Commander of the Commissary Department wired the meaning of the

telegram to the First Army Headquarters and asked to inform that to him. Now he is travelling

to Newchang and therefore the telegram of Our Commander was sent from there again and he

received the information.

Very sincerely yours

C. Shinjo

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



San Francisco, Cal. Oct. 12th, 1904 Charles H. Fish

Dear children Sam & Allie,

No letter has come from you since my last was written but it is no hardship for me to

write (even when I have nothing to tell in the way of news) to my precious children. Mother & I

are by ourselves lately so much that we live in Korea as much as we possibly can, wondering

what you are doing and how you are prospering in body & spirit. This is the day your cottage

buyer presents himself& he has just paid $50.88 installment No 1 1 which follows its

predecessors into the bank today. By the way I have never heard from my remittance of $60 for

Pak Soon II. Mr. Prescott is much pleased with his home which will be his in five years from

date. Unless I break the family record you will have to get another collector before the contract

is filled. Mother says I am growing younger and judging from my penmanship I think she is

correct. The Lord is very gracious and loving to me in giving me health & strength for the duties

which devolve upon me in my business affairs. Next Monday is our Annual Meeting and if I

succeed in my election it will number 29 years of service with a prospect of more in my present

position as President of the CC&V [Consolidated Virginia Mining] Co. Truly the Lord has led

me in so many ways that I have a strong faith in His Providential care. The Ophir election

follows in about one month and that brings to mind an occurrence which has brought me
prosperity in a good degree for these 20 years. In /85 the President of the Ophir died. Mr. Flood

[one of the owners] sent for me and said, pointing to a large pile of letters, “Do you see that pile

of letters?
“
”Yes, Sir”, I answered. He said, “those are applications for the office of President of

Ophir & Mexican Co’s. I see no letter from you among them.” I answered, “No, Sir, I have had

no reason to complain of your treatment of me.” “Well,” said he, “I am going to give you the

Presidency of both Companies”, which he did and I have them to this day. If that was not

Providential, what was it?

Mother is working like a Trojan to get your raiment in shape for the steamer of 23rd & I

remonstrated and stormed (gently) at her for spending so much time sewing but it does no good

and between us it seems to brace her up and she is positively looking better and feeling better

than she has for years.

Our season thus far has been unexampled in the history of the country. Last year at this

time we had less than an inch of rain. This year we have had to date over seven inches of rain,

an amount far ahead of any previous record known. It has brought great losses to the bean &
grape crops but has been of great service in starting the grass for pasture. It is something new to

have green pastures in Oct. but they are here and we are hoping for rain enough to keep them

alive during the fall & winter.

No late news from Emily. Brother Edward is confined to his room - can get about by

sliding his feet on the floor but congratulates himself on being able to read & study his Bible.

Brother Tom is quite well & sends love to you. Lute [his sister, Lucia] writes me a spicy letter

once in a while from which I judge she is having pretty good times.

I cannot give you very good news from the spiritual condition of our church - the prayer

meetings are well attended by a very few people. Our dear pastor serves us faithfully and well
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but he is quite discouraged in his attempts to get the church members to attend the services. San

Rafael is a convenient place for visitors from the city and some of our people cannot ask them to

spend their holiday in the church. I send you a leaf from a monthly publication The Kingdom,

emanating from a Christian Mission at North Beach in this city to which Mission I am a monthly

contributor. The Pastor is a grand man whom I have learned to love dearly. It gives me great

satisfaction to help him and my good brother Nam Art, from whom I have just rec’d a delightful

letter. I must seal this up as I must run for my boat.

Oct. 13th - For two months past “my boat” has been the old narrow gauge via Sausalito.

It has been (the line) purchased by Foster and he now owns both lines between here & San

Rafael. The road is now Broad Gauge and run by Electricity. Ross Valley has filled up

wonderfully in the past year and is still gaining rapidly in population.

Mother gave me a little slip to enclose in my letter. Good by, dear children. We
“commend you to God & the word of His grace.”

Lovingly yours,

Fatherdy

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea October 20, 1904 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. Arthur J. Brown D.D.

156 Fifth Ave.

New York City

Dear Dr. Brown,

After each Annual Meeting of Mission and Council I plan to write you commenting upon
certain phases of the work as dealt with in these meetings.

I
s
'. It was evident that the greatest problem before us this year is the financial one. The

“rider” which was attached to almost all requests for or approval ofnew work, will show that the
Mission very keenly feels that our present work is very inadequately supported. Important, - yea
almost essential as are the plans for the opening of new stations and for the development of our
educational work, these must be held in abeyance until funds are supplied for the support of stations
already established and for the oversight of our country work already in operation. The cut of 54%
this year is playing havoc with our plans. Heretofore we have been able to supplement the Board’s
grants by using odd sums received here and there through friends, or by using such small balances as
remained after meeting our living expenses, but these have now been exhausted and we all find
ourselves so straitened financially that we not only have no balances with which to meet deficits in

the work, but are compelled to adopt a stricter economy in our living expenses in order to live within
our income. The expense of living is constantly increasing. Here is an illustration of the condition
of things we now face, - Mr. Swallen came in two days ago to discuss with us what he should do.
The cut has taken off his literary assistant and left about one half the amount needed for his

itineration, as the latter fund is now exhausted and there remains six months of the fiscal year. The
Sabbath Schools and the Christian News throughout the country depend upon him for the lesson
sheets, but he must have his literary assistant in order to prepare them. His main work is in the
country and his churches must be visited, but the itineration fund is exhausted. He has no bank
balance, is already carrying the support of a Helper, and I know not what other phases of the work
for which there is no appropriation, and he simply has not the money with which to provide a literary

assistant or funds for itineration. This means disaster to the work. The rest of us would gladly come
to the rescue with contributions, but we are all practically in the same difficulty - never before
having met such financial stringency or being under the necessity of providing for so many deficits.

This year also we all paid from our own pockets all expense to Annual Meeting, and where we have
them, pay for our own literary assistants. Even the new missionaries will have to pay their language
teachers’ salaries for two months from their own funds, when already they are sorely pressed. We
have all uncomplainingly, yea, gladly used all the funds we have in supplementing the Board’s
appropriations and for some years have thus been able to carry on the most urgent phases of the work
without serious loss, but we have reached our limit and are now carrying more than we can stand. It

is poor economy to place us here without sufficient to make the best use of our time. Mr. Swallen
with twelve years experience is too valuable a Mission asset for us to fail to make the best use of his
time for lack of another one hundred dollars. Just how we are to plan for the oversight of his country
work next spring I am sure I do not know. On this subject I want also to ask you to consider the
following, even though comparisons are seldom felicitous. When we have but one or two evangelists
provided for each of us by the Board (and these salaries subject to a cut which must be made up from
our own pockets) we cannot but think it unjust that on other fields some of the missionaries are
provided with from ten to twenty or more evangelists paid for by Board funds and this after the
application of the cut. We have steadily opposed the use ofmuch foreign money in the development
of the work in Korea, and have sought to ask for such amounts only as seemed essential, not padding
our requests to meet the cut. When a man who has twenty helpers is cut to the extent of dropping
two or three, he can meet the situation by enlarging the territory of the other seventeen; but when a
man has one or two helpers and must cut off one, how is he to provide for the oversight of his work?
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One ofmy helpers has a church of 250 people (enough at home to occupy all the time of a pastor)

and in addition, three other groups of from 30 to 70 people each. These he must look after, teach,

care for as pastor and develop, while at the same time giving three months a year to his studies in the

Theological Class, and all this on a salary not sufficient to provide for his family. About one fourth

of what he receives comes from the Board. I have come to the conclusion that it is time for us to let

you know more clearly the situation we are facing, for I do not believe that as yet the Board

understands the plans and policy in detail of our work in Korea. Could we have the limited amounts

which we ask for, their use would not militate against the spirit of self-support fostered in the church

and we should secure much more efficient work from the missionaries, whose time is too valuable to

waste from lack of sufficient tools. I sincerely hope you may give serious consideration to this

financial question and in some way have the Board come to our relief by a re-adjustment of its

methods of making appropriations for Korea.

2
nd

. The questions of opening new stations is urgent, important, and one of far-reaching

strategic influence. Advance along this line is imperative ifwe are to occupy strategic points in the

conservation of work already developed. I write frankly on one phase of this, - viz., that if our

church cannot occupy these points now we may as well understand that the Methodist Church will

proceed to reap the results of our wide-spread work in Korea and will dominate sections of the

country where now we are in the ascendancy and where the natural development of the work calls

for our occupation. Two years ago we signified our intention to open a station in Kong Ju or

elsewhere in Choong Chung province. Within a year the Methodists sent a man to Kong Ju and now
have a one man station there. This year we publicly talked of our desire to open a station in Whang
Hai province. Before our Annual Meeting decides upon this, the Methodists send a man to Hai Ju

and begin building a house - in a province where we have ten times as much work as they. Ifwe are

to care for our own work and reap the natural result of its growth in Whang Hai province in a section

where now we have about 1500 church members and 4000 adherents, we must have the men in

charge of this work in closer touch with it where they can better direct the native workers and plan to

make greater use of this large constituency as an evangelizing agency. “All of Mr. Sharp’s work is in

Whang Hai”, wrote the Seoul Station to the Board this summer. He spent 96 days on his field during

the year. To leave him in Seoul when “all” or most of his work is in Whang Hai, two or three days’

journey away, is a waste of Mission assets. By a transfer of territory between Mr. Swallen and Mr.

Hunt, all of Mr. Hunt’s work is in Whang Hai and we are in favor of putting him into closer touch

with his work. He has little or no local work in Pyeng Yang except some teaching in the Academy,

but if in Chai Ryeng where we hope to see a station opened, he will be right in the midst of his work

where his presence will tell every day in the development of the whole church of that region. With

slight variations the same conditions apply to Mr. F.S. Miller and the plans for a station at Cheng Ju.

The Board has already approved this plan, and to my mind the opening of a station at this point is the

most important move before the Mission in the proper development of our whole Presbyterian work

in Korea. This station is needed to unite our work in central and northern Korea with our work in

southern Korea (Taiku and Fusan) and with the work of the Southern Presbyterian Mission in south-

eastern Korea (Chun Ju and Kun San). I visited this field with Mr. Miller in September just before

our Annual Meeting, and we reported in favor of a station at Cheng Ju, the largest city in the two

provinces - North and South Choong Chung - - well located for reaching a thickly populated, large

extent of territory lying between the three stations - - Seoul, Taiku and Chunju. The Mission was

unanimous in its choice of this site and as to the desirability of a station there. Four members,

however, objected to the action of the Mission which, looking forward to the immediate execution of

plans for opening of the station, seemed to them to place Chengju first in order of importance as,

Chai Ryeng, Kang Kyei, and Cheng Ju, but the Mission struck this out and made no statement as to

order of importance. On this there were various opinions held. So far as stated, this and the

financial situation were the reasons for the four votes recorded against the action of the Mission on

opening of new stations. Personally I put Cheng Ju first in order of importance but I want to put in a

strong plea for immediate execution of plans for securing sites and temporary quarters in all three of
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these places. It will take less money now and we can now secure good, healthful sites. Another year

from now we may not be able to buy at all. The Japanese are coming in rapidly and opportunities are

slipping by - while prices are going up. Even though the stations may not be fully occupied for some

years to come, now is the time to secure temporary quarters and thus occupy and pre-empt the

strategic points needed for the future development of all our work. It was by just such moves that

our work in Pyeng Yang and Syen Chun was begun and developed, the stations growing naturally as

the work developed.

3
rd

. Re-enforcements. - We are asking for but few men and women but we do need these.

Our disappointment at the failure of Miss Carson to come for Taiku and of Mr. and Mrs. McCune to

come for the Pyeng Yang Academy is a keen one. We need them greatly. I wish a lady for Taiku

might arrive in time to avoid the necessity of transferring Miss Brown from Seoul. A new man to

join Mr. F.S. Miller in the new station is needed now if he is to be ready with the language in time to

take charge of that work when Mr. Miller’s furlough comes due.

4
th

. Along Educational lines I should like to ask your attention again this year to the progress

made in the training of Helpers and of Candidates for the Ministry. We have anticipated the action

and the letters of the Board on this subject this year and I believe we are much farther advanced in

this respect than former mere statistical reports seemed to indicate. The men have been in training

but we had not reached the point where we were ready to enroll them as Candidates for the Ministry

and start them on the Theological course. This year, however, we have so organized our work and

developed our plans for more systematic, continuous instruction, that we were ready to advance a

number of the trained Helpers or Evangelists to the position of Students for the Ministry. With 25

men ready to spend three months in continuous study beginning next April, and 8 of these to enter

upon the third year’s course of study with a view to probable ordination three years hence, have we

moved too slowly in this matter? After forty years of work in Manchuria with tens of thousands of

converts the Scottish Missions have ordained but two men to the ministry, and only within the last

few years, (four years I think) have organized a Theological class with a set course of study. We
have thought we were inclined to move faster than has been the policy on most Mission fields.

When the minutes of the Council reach you please notice the reports on this subject. We greatly

need now - in order to anticipate future demands - a much more efficient system of primary schools

with better teachers. The Academy we hope will soon supply us with the latter, but we shall not be

able to keep them for these positions unless we can arrange for better support than is now given.

This is a problem on all fields but particularly so here where we have clung so tenaciously to the

principle of self-support. We are taxing our country churches to build their church buildings and

school buildings, to support their pastors, to support all training classes, to send out missionaries and

over and above these to provide salaries for school teachers, who if they are to be secured must

receive larger salaries than have heretofore been given to the inefficient men who, incapable of

filling other positions, have been willing to render indifferent service for small wages. We have

wanted to assist a few of these schools so as to give object lessons of the value of efficient schools,

but our appropriations for country schools have all gone into the cut. I want again to urge attention

to the Seoul Station’s need for the Intermediate School building. For the past eight years the

Educational Committee and the Mission have pressed for a good school in Seoul and yet conditions

seemed to prevent the materialization of anything that could be called a school. Now however a

beginning has been made and the conditions for its growth and development seem better than ever

before. We certainly need a good building now, and if the Seoul Girls’ School is to be properly

housed in healthful surroundings, the request for an appropriation for the removal and re-building of

the dormitory should be granted. Dr. Underwood, Dr. Gale and myself as the Educational

Committee of the Mission were one in the view that the best disposition of the Dr. Wells Memorial

Fund would be its appropriation for the main building of the Intermediate School in Seoul, and the

Mission unanimously concurred in the report of the Educational Committee on this subject.
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Where the money for our pressing needs is to come from I know not but it does seem to me
that the Lord’s people ought now to meet these most urgent requests from Korea - now while the

opportunity is still ours and when comparatively small expenditures promise such far-reaching

results as cannot be secured by even much larger expenditures a few years hence. Ifwe do not now

secure the greatly needed site for a Central Church in Seoul we may not be able to secure a suitable

site at all. The work there is suffering greatly from the lack of a creditable church building large

enough for union meetings of our own people. Given a site it is hoped the Seoul Station can evolve

some plan for cooperation with the Koreans for the erection of a church building.

5
th

. On the Medical question I have but one additional comment to make this year, having in

past years done all I could to prevent the medical work from assuming such proportions in

expenditures as would make it a menace to the development of our Evangelistic and Educational

work. Others in the Mission are now even more alarmed on this subject than 1 have been and I trust

that their representations may lead the Board to emphasize to the physicians the necessity of making

their more expensive and well-equipped hospitals more and more self-supporting as they are now

better able to appeal to a more wealthy class of people as their patients.

6
th

. On the subject of Church Government and the organization of a Presbytery I was

appointed by the Mission to communicate with the Board representing the views of the Council and

the action of the Mission. This I shall do later in a separate letter dealing fully with that question.

7
th

. I very greatly desire your advice as to what is best to be done concerning the young men

of our church who have gone to America. Some of the brightest and best men of earnest Christian

character after from one to four years study in the Academy, have gone to San Francisco and Los

Angeles, and a far larger number of men less advanced and of less hopeful character have gone to

Hawaii. What we ought to do for them I know not. I have written Rev. Mr. Laughlin in charge of

Chinese work in San Francisco, hoping that he might keep some oversight of them. The situation is

this. These men are members of our church, from families in connection with our church. Some day

many of them will return to Korea and some of them will be qualified to fill responsible positions in

nation or church. We ought not to lose them. Under our policy of discouraging such emigration for

study or for work, and in view of the fact that we make no effort to assist them financially, they are

coming under the oversight and direction of the Methodist Church whose people largely adopt the

policy of assisting them and encouraging them in their ambitions and plans for a Western education

and material advancement. The result is likely to be a transfer of their allegiance to the Methodist

Church. Is that the best disposition of the matter, or should we take steps for the oversight and care

of our own people and retain these young men for future service in our own church in Korea? I think

our Presbyterian system is defective in the respect that we have no systematic provision for looking

after scattered members and adherents who are not attached to a local church or under a pastor. Co-

operation between separated churches and pastors is not well provided for. Responsibility for

meeting such conditions and providing a plan of operation does not seem to rest upon any one. We
have no work in Hawaii, but why should we not care for the many Presbyterian Koreans who have

gone there? Whose place is it to decide that we will or that we will not? Believing that these men

may hereafter have a great influence upon the work in Korea I want advice on this subject. I am

keeping in touch with them by correspondence.

A somewhat similar condition exists among the Japanese in Korea. Whose place is it in our

Presbyterian system to be cognizant of the need, and to move in this matter? At present I am looking

after it as chairman of the committee appointed on my motion in Council last year, but I have more

work now than I can cover and others are better situated to look after it, if only it were made some

one’s duty to meet and care for such conditions. It needs some one to plan for larger things.

8th. On the question of furloughs. We are asking for Mr. Hunt’s furlough next July 1
st

. and
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for mine when regularly due in March, 1906. It is probable that in order to carry through the

Theological work for 1906, 1 will remain until July 1
st

,
but Mrs. Moffett will probably go at the

regular time. We want Mr. Hunt’s furlough to come while I am on the field and when he can best be

spared. No man has used up more strength in itinerating than Mr. Hunt and no man has spent as

much time in that work. His years will be up in October, 1905. By leaving so as to be absent two

summers instead of two autumns the interests of the work are better conserved.

We are all hard at work again after Annual Meeting. Many are in the country, others busy

with school and church work here. The incoming of the Japanese is changing conditions very

materially. Doubtless I shall write you on this subject at a later time.

I trust I am not imposing upon you in writing at such length. These are questions of vital

importance, and I want once a year at least to write you fully and frankly that we may the better work

together for the advancement of the work.

Thanking you for your helpful letter of August 1
st and with sincerest regards in which Mrs.

Moffett joins me,

Yours very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol.234, #121)



Oct. 25, 1904 Alice Fish Moffett
Pyeng Yang, Korea

Dear Fatherdy & Little Mother,

You will see by the enclosed “documents” that I have been practicing duplicating on

some of Sam’s papers for him, and so have secured a copy of each of these to send to you.

When you have quite finished with them please send them on to Mother Moffett tor her reading

also (Mrs M J. Moffett, Madison, Indiana.) The paper on “Evangelization was well received

in Seoul Sam’s criticism of it is, I think, the right one - that it needs polishing - some of the

sentences are too complex - and that in some cases in order to emphasis there is too much

repetition and too much use of superlatives. But the subject matter is that which lies very near

his heart, has grown out of his experience here from the first, and has been worked out and lived

out through all these years.

The last few days have been filled with overseeing workmen, preparing for class work,

teaching, holding committee meetings etc., busy, happy days in the midst of beautiful Autumn

weather. The leaves on our place are gorgeous now in their Fall dresses; as one comes toward

our house from the city gate there is a flame of yellow and red, mingled with various shades of

green, which gives a brilliant effect. The vines on the old city wall are a bright scarlet, doing

their part to make a beautiful landscape. I do think our climate here in Pyeng Yang can hardly

be surpassed, especially in the Spring and Fall. We had a snow storm three days ago! For an

hour or two heavy flakes fell, then in the afternoon the sun burst out and we have had milder

weather since.

The “den” still progresses; the walls are all mudded except for the final smooth coat, and

the men are working now on the stone chimney and brick fireplace this Fall, so are putting in a

temporary mud wall to last till Spring, and will use a stove.

In the Girls’ School I have taken up physiology, two lessons a week, in place of hygiene.

I have a text book in English, the Korean who helps me has one in Chinese, and together we

translate each lesson into Korean.

Next week Mr. Koons and Sam both start out itinerating, Mr. Koons to be away a month

and Sam for a nine days trip. I think I shall go out at the same time to one point in the country to

hold a five days class with the women. I shall go in a four-man chair, have a warm room, a

woman with me all the time, and shall teach only in the forenoons, so it promises to be not a tax

but a change that will do me good.

We have had the sad news from Syen Chun of the death of Mr. and Mrs. Kearns baby a

little more than a year old. He was quite ill early in the Summer, but was well again before Dr.

Sharrocks left there, and all through the six weeks or so when Mr. and Mrs. Kearns were alone in

the station we heard good reports of the boy. This is something to be very thankful for, that their

bereavement did not come when they were alone and without a physician. After the Station

members had returned, while Dr. Sharrocks was there and Dr. Whiting with him on a visit, the

boy was suddenly taken sick again and must have quickly passed away. We are always in the

midst of life and death, ofjoy and sorrow; what a comfort it is that nothing ever “happens” to the
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child of God and that “all things work together for good.”

Tonight I am going to try a new departure. At the request of the Korean Church officers

I am to have a meeting with their wives to give them an informal talk on home making and home
keeping, and on how to be helpful to their husbands in their work in the church. The things they
need to be taught are so many that I confess I hardly know where to begin and all my ideas are

rather hazy as yet, but perhaps the first meeting will help to clear them up and show me better

what to say to them.

We hear there are 5000 Japanese soldiers on their way overland from Seoul to form the

Winter garrison for Pyeng Yang, and that they are already making trouble along the way by
turning Christians out of homes and church buildings to house them. Sam has just gone in to the

city to see the Japanese Consul and if possible secure some help for our people from him.

We are both very well. I am resting every day and taking good long walks in the

sunshine; am feeling better than I have for months.

The Lord bless and keep you both my dear ones. Give much love to all the friends and
relatives for me. With a heart full of love from both your children,

Your loving daughter,

Alice F. Moffett

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Madison, Indiana Wednesday, October 26, 1904 Maria Jane McKee Moffett

My Dear Sam,

As you will perceive I have been looking over old letters, burning some and folding away

others to keep a little longer. It would be far better to destroy all, I suppose, but I will take

pleasure & pain in reading once more the children’s letters when they first began leaving home.

How you & Tom did enjoy that Eastern trip with Father & what journeys you have taken since.

Tom writes of the fun you had in walking up & down the streets of Hagerstown - the

German names on the signs - the fine fare at the hotel - the mountain scenery & all so new &
strange. What mountains and canyons you both have seen far & near. He is still enjoying to the

full the grand Western scenery.

Tom made us another short visit on his way from New York & Washington going direct

to and then to Albuquerque to Presbytery when he handed in his resignation.

I must say Good bye for the present. I am tired & cold.

Your loving mother

(original in the collection of Alice Louise Moffett Starkey, oldest grandchild of Samuel Austin

Moffett and the only grandchild he lived to baptize.

Photo-copy in the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea November 3, 1904 Graham Lee

Dear Mother:-

I’m getting back into work again a little at a time, but plenty fast enough, I guess. When
I first got up I was simply a rack of skin and bones and it has been a slow process getting the

flesh back on again. I ought to be out in the country now attending to my work but don’t expect

to get out for a week yet.

The family are all well except that the children have colds. Blanche has been having a

time with her last wisdom tooth. We had a dentist from Japan visit us and while here he pulled

Blanche’s tooth. It was like the one she had pulled at home - instead of growing perpendicular

as it should, it grew in horizontal and it was a horrible job to get it out. The dentist worked for

over half an hour pulling and yanking and at last had to cut out some of the jaw bone before the

tooth would come. Dr. Sowers, the dentist, wanted Blanche to take chloroform, but she

preferred to stand it without. It was very severe and simply used the poor girl up - she had to go

to bed for a day or so. It is over two weeks now since the tooth was pulled and her jaw has been

paining her ever since. Yesterday when she washed the cavity two pieces of bone came out and

since then her jaw has been much better. Blanche also had to have two crowns put on and that,

with my work, ran us up quite a bill.

Just at present everything seems to be quiet politically. The Japanese are rushing the

Seoul Wi Ju railroad. The grade back of our house is all finished ready for the track and down

on the river bank there is a Baldwin locomotive all set up. I hardly think they will lay track

north of Pyeng Yang but they are making desperate efforts to get the line open between Seoul

and Pyeng Yang before winter sets in. Thirty miles south of here they are laying track and are

running construction trains from a new post they have made on the river.

The other day I received a good letter from Tom, which we were very glad to see. I

wonder if you are in California now. I hope you are and are having a fine time. You will have

to send us the California address. Blanche and the children send their best love to all, as I do

also.

Your affectionate son,

Graham Lee

(photo-copy in the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Alice F. MoffettPyeng Yang, Korea Nov. 7th, 1904

To Mr. Charles H. Fish, 29 Nevada Block, San Francisco., CA [his office] (Rec’d Dec. 7th)

Dear Fatherdy and Little Mother,

Here I am at home again after a fine country trip and class. I had good chairmen this

morning who brought me in the seventy “li” [one li is Vb of a mile] in less than five hours. It was a

beautiful ride in the keen November air. When we started in the early morning there was a heavy

white frost, thin ice on the ponds, and a low mist over the valleys, with clouds of white smoke

rising from the little thatched villages here and there. I was as warm as toast, wrapped like a

mummy in my chair, and the men came swinging along at a good rapid pace.

Now for the class. Before I started out we had for some time been hearing unfavorable

reports from this section, and it is true that it is a weak group and that a number of the men who
attended for a time and some who were received as catechumens have fallen away, but still there is

room for much encouragement, especially among the women. Although this is a busy time of the

year when the women have much to do to prepare for Winter, I had a class of twenty- six gathered

from eight small villages for four days of study, and at the Sabbath service there were nearly forty

women present. Each morning after half hour devotional exercises I taught them for about an hour

and a half by outlines of Bible study on the subjects of “Sin”, “Repentance”, “Salvation”, etc., then

there was a short class for the two or three women who cannot yet read the Korean character; and

in the afternoon the Bible woman who was with me taught for an hour or so from the Gospel of

John, and I closed the day with a singing class and the treating of patients. On the third day Sam
reached that group on his circuit, examined for baptism, admonished, planned and advised, and the

next forenoon held the Communion service, receiving three women in baptism. Then he started

again on his round to visit six other groups, and will not be at home for a couple of days yet. Oh,

what delightful work this is! I never come home from the country without wishing I could spend

more time itinerating or at least holding classes among the country women, for I believe this latter

work tells far more than short visits among many groups. The trip was a fine change for me and

did me lots of good, though I am tired just now and come back to find a host of things to be

attended to. What a constant joy and delight it is that these people receive us as they do, that they

receive the Word so gladly and that the light is spreading so among them. The women out there

were loud in their expressions of gratitude and joy at my coming, they literally “showered” me
with eggs, chestnuts and anything Korean which they knew I would eat, and now I come home to

find the heartiest kind of a welcome from our household and everyone I meet, all wanting to know
all the details I have to tell about the church work in the country. What a priceless treasure love is,

and what a blessing we have in the love of these people!

I ought to have put in a dash for every interruption in this letter just to show you how many
there have been. It does not seem like a letter to you but I shall send it just to tell you that I am
well and busy and happy as can be, and to fill it with a heart full of love to both of you, my dear

ones.

Your loving daughter,

Alice F. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



MISSION OF PRES. CHURCH IN U.S.A. SEOUL, KOREA

SEVERANCE HOSPITAL
O R avison, m d November 17, 1904 j.w hirst

Dear Dr. Allen [Horace Allen]:

I am glad you felt that our reception was a success. I think myself that it was and I am very much
obliged to you for the part you took in it. I trust you will dismiss all regrets from your mind that you did
not in your remarks emphasize more what I have tried to accomplish. 1 think you spoke quite enough on
that line and said more about me than you remember. We all enjoyed your remarks and your story of the
past served to bring more into relief the marked improvement in our present resources. I think no matter
what one says he always feels when he sits down that perhaps he has left unsaid some important things.
At any rate that was my own experience last Spring. I said some things I had not proposed saying & left

out some things I intended to say. 1 thought it best not to take time then to ask for subscriptions. Miss
Harbaugh came to me & offered 10°° yen per month & others spoke of their intention to do something,
one person asking the cost of maintaining a private ward. I am hopeful that a fair amount may be
subscribed.

Yesterday I called on Mr. Brown [McLeavy Brown, Commissioner of Customs for the Korean
government] & while I was there Mr. Jordan came in & we talked the matter over quite freely, Mr. Brown
showing much interest in the subject. He himself suggested that the Korean government should
contribute to its support and Mr. Jordan heartily seconded the idea so that I am sure they will assist in

some plan to try to bring this about. They suggested that I confer with you about it. I have arranged with
Mr. Brown for another conference & he says he will gladly help all he can.

The German Minister asked if he might visit the hospital in company with Dr. Wunsch as he
wanted to see it more thoroughly than he could do last evening. Major Hughes showed great interest in

every part & gave it all the praise I could want, commending the work, etc., etc. He can help easily if his
mind takes that turn.

Today the Japanese Vice-Consul called on me and asked if he might bring the President of their
Municipal Council and their Sanitary Engineer to inspect the hospital as they were going to build a good
hospital in Chinkokai [an area of Seoul now known as Myung Dong] and they thought this was a
“typical” hospital.

1 think, myself, that unless we could yield up to a committee some powers such as you suggest it

would be rather a delicate matter to propose such an organization & of course it would be difficult to
arrange such disposition of powers & I feel with you it may be better to simply give an opportunity for
those who wish to help to contribute either by taking up the support of a bed or in any other way they may
prefer. 1 will draw up a clear & brief statement & submit it to everyone in the community. I will enclose
in this a description of the hospital such as you ask for.

Thanking you for your kind interest,

Very sincerely,

O.R. Avison

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 234, #127)



CONSOLIDATED CALIFORNIA
AND

VIRGINIA MINING CO.
29 Nevada Block

CHAS. H. FISH, president

A.W. HAVENS, SECRETARY

San Francisco, California November 18, 1904 Charles H. Fish

Dear Allie:

There is commotion in the quiet little home in San Rafael. I gave you a hint in my last
letter that Mother was preparing exploring expeditions into Asia and they have ripened rapidly.
1 have penned a note to the O & B Ship Co. asking prices of 1st Class ticket & a few other
questions for a young lady living in San Rafael who wishes to emigrate to Korea. Mother has an
idea that travel is suspended when the ports freeze up but I am of the opinion that people find
their way from Nagasaki to Seoul in the winter. That Mother of yours has a great deal of
Roosevelt blood in her. She does things and when her work begins there is no let up until
something happens. I have learned from experience that she has a good head on her shoulders
but I should very much like to know what her children in Korea think of her management in this
affair. She says we have no means of knowing and no time to find out by correspondence.

Tillie [referring to a young woman from San Rafael named Matilda Castersen, whose
passage they are paying to go to Pyengyang to help Alice at the time of the birth of her first
child] is very brave and has a good head on her so far as judgment is concerned in all places in
which I have seen her tried, but this will be so entirely new that it seems we are asking too much.
We will try to find some one who is going to Korea that will see that she gets into no trouble.
The mail goes tomorrow & I am scribbling a short letter supposing that Mother will send you all
the plans & specifications of this new project of hers.

Saturday, 19th : The probability is Tillie will leave here Dec. 3rd. I have only a few
minutes to spare to get this off this morning. We will hope to be guided aright. Praying always
and trusting our Father God bless you dear children.

Lovingly,

Fatherdy

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



SEOUL, KOREA,

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA
November 23, 1904 Horace N. Allen

Dr. Arthur J. Brown

156 Fifth Avenue

New York City

Dear Dr. Brown,

I am sending to the State Department a report upon Severance Memorial Hospital, and

enclose a copy for yourself, together with a letter from Dr. Avison. You will see from this letter

that we are trying to get some assistance from the Korean Government towards the upkeep of the

institution. I suggested that Dr. Avison personally visit the Japanese British and other ministers,

and Mr. [McLeavy] Brown, the Commissioner of Customs, and get their support in an attemp

wish to make to secure a monthly appropriation from the Customs.

The Koreans are somewhat like children and soon tire of their playthings. They have had

hospitals now for some time and it is hard to work up enthusiasm for such things but I hope we

may succeed.

I congratulate you upon having such a creditable institution and two such capable men at

the head of it as Drs. Avison and Hirst, and that you have such liberal minded backers as Mr

Severance, whose act would receive cordial acknowledgement from this Government were it

capable of appreciating such acts.

I am, with kindest regards

Yours sincerely,

Horace N. Allen

Thanks for your reply to my letter of August 30.

I enclose letter re Mr. Pieters.

[Severance Hospital report attached]

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 234, #130)



November, 1904 THE SEVERANCE HOSPITAL IN SEOUL, KOREA.

The complete plan will consist of:-

The Main building, 40 by 80 feet, consisting of basement and two stories. The basement

has high ceiling and is well finished and contains two waiting rooms for patients, a consultation

room with laboratory off it, a dispensing room, a store room, furnace room, coal room, kitchen

and laundry.

The first story contains Physicians office with electrical and special apparatus room off

it, medical ward for men, ward for women, two bathrooms, diet kitchen and nurses room.

The second story contains men’s surgical ward and operating room with adjunct rooms,

bath room, diet kitchen and nurses room.

The accommodation of the building is for 30 patients but 40 can be received in case of

need. The building is supplied with water system, hot and cold, with properly plumbed

bathrooms, washbasins and modem water-closet and every ward is ventilated by means of an

outlet with special flues and an inlet of fresh air which is wanned before admission. A hot water

system heats all parts of the building. The lighting is done by electricity obtained from the

general system of the Electric Company. All comers are rounded so as to make it easier to get

rid of dust, and all walls and ceilings are painted and washable.

An isolation building is now under way which will consist of basement and one story. It

will be about 25 by 40 feet exclusive of verandahs which will encircle three sides. It will have 3

wards of 2 beds, each with 2 nurses rooms and 2 bath rooms.

Accessory buildings consist of houses for servants and assistants, store houses, etc.

A Pasteur Institute has been begun and will soon be in running order. To this end a large

rabbit pen has been provided in which to breed rabbits for the production of the rabietic vims.

It is proposed to establish a tent or other suitable structure for the modem treatment of

tuberculosis. The equipment includes modem aseptic operating appliances and instruments,

formaldehyde fumigating apparatus for the wards, hot dry air apparatus for joint diseases,

compressed air, nebulizer for nose and throat work, electrical appliances, x-ray apparatus, etc.,

etc.

A laboratory equipped with microscopes, centrifugal apparatus for determination

of hemoglobin, haemocytometer apparatus for examination, bacteriological incubator, etc.

enables the work of diagnosis to be carried on in accordance with modem scientific methods.

Two physicians constituting the medical staff, Doctor O.R. Avison, who has been

connected with the institution since 1893, and Doctor J.W. Hirst, who has joined this staff this
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year. At different times American trained nurses have been connected with the hospital but at

present the nursing is done entirely by Koreans directly superintended by the physicians. It is

intended to have the nursing department placed under the care of a competent trained nurse at an

early date when the training of native nurses will be a prominent feature of the work.

All kinds of medical and surgical work are undertaken in the old buildings - the

dispensary cases numbered 7 to 10 thousand yearly and the number treated in the wards w as

about 250 per year. The present prospects are that this number will be greatly increased under

the new conditions and the character of the work done will certainly be much better.

A prominent feature of the work is a small class of native students who are being used as

assistants and taught systematically the principles and practice of modem medicine. The

teaching is all done in the Korean language and textbooks are being prepared as rapidly as the

varied duties of the physician in charge will permit.

The cost of the complete plan will be about $20,000 U.S. gold, all of which was donated

by Mr. L.H. Severance of Cleveland, Ohio. The current expenses are met by a grant from the

Treasury of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. by receipts

from certain of the patients, by the professional fees received by the physicians for the treatment

of foreign patients and by the voluntary contributions of friends of the institution. As this is the

first year of work in the new buildings it is not yet known what the annual expenditure will be.

Patients of all nationalities are received into the wards but by far the greater proportion is

made up of Koreans of the middle and lower classes who are either too poor to pay anything or

can pay only a small part of the cost of their treatment so that the work is very largely a purely

benevolent one.

The hospital is directly under the care of the Mission of the Presbyterian Church in the

U.S.A., being one feature of their Mission work in Korea.

(from microfilm reel #281. Vol. 234, enclosed as a part of letter #130 from H.N. Allen)



Pyeng Yang, Korea November 23rd, 1904 Alice F. Moffett

Dear Little Mother,

I am so well these days, - so much stronger than I have been for months, that it is a

pleasure to live and to work, - and a pleasure to tell you about it. Digestion has been growing

stronger and my usually inactive liver is working as I have scarcely known it to before. I can

take long walks easily and love to be out of doors in this keen November air. I have to take a

mild laxative now and then and need to curb my appetite at supper time or I am apt to lie awake

part of the night, but these light troubles are my only ones. I am in bed nine or ten hours nearly

every night, besides short rests in the day time. You should see how Sam watches over my

resting and exercise and diet! He always has watched over me carefully but now I am quizzed

about everything I do! And many times he says, “Now remember, there is nothing that must be

done if you are not perfectly equal to it.” So the days are passing most happily, and l am so

thankful through every one of them for this gift of health. What a double delight it will be to

have a little one year old to take home to you! I had been planning in my own mind to adopt the

plan Mrs. Sharrocks used of having two envelopes ready (a pink one for a boy and a blue one for

a girl) to mail to you at once, so you could read part of the news before opening the letter! But

Sam says he will cable to Father and ask him to telegraph on to Mother Moffett, so we will make

out a code before long to have in your hands, and then about the 20th of Feb. Father wants to go

to the cable office to register again and tell them what to do with a message that may come in the

next three weeks from that time. I wonder if you cannot have access to the Foreign Missions

Code Book. Would not Dr. Condit have one? If when you receive this you will drop a note to

Dr. Condit and find out if there is one available there will be time to let me know, so that we can

use that if we wish.

I have been thinking very carefully, Mother, about everything that will be needed, and

there will be nothing lacking that I can possibly think of. I believe everything is on hand now, so

do not worry and think of the many things you want to send me. Our closets and storerooms are

overstocked even now. I have extra hot water and douche bags, rubber sheet, plenty of flannel,

medicine closet in the bedroom; little outfit complete, toilet basket, bath tub, castile soap, basket

crib, bedding, artificial food (which I hope not to use!), etc., etc. - everything which I can think

of. Think of the little things that can be tucked into Smith orders after this, from rubber rings to

picture books! Oh, it makes me so happy to think of it all.

I have been having great times enlarging skirt bands and piecing out underclothes!

Fortunately my old fashioned round skirts can be let out easily and my dear little Pak Si has

made for me two underwaists from heavy twilled material I bought here. They are not handsome

garments but are large enough and comfortable. My heavy brown wrapper is just what I need

now; with two new dressing sacques from old material, the green shirt waist from you which I

wore last winter, and for evenings in the house, the two etamine waists over a cream flannel

underwaist, I am nicely supplied with clothes. I was obliged to cut my good, heavy union suits

and piece them out, for comfort, - but never mind - 1 am glad enough to do it! Oh, how much it

means to us all. Mother dear, and how happy we all are in anticipation! How rich are the

blessings of our heavenly Father! May this rich blessing He is giving to us be all to His glory

and may He fit and prepare us for our responsibilities. I love to think that I have your special
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prayers even now, and it will not be long before replies will come to my Oct. letter and let us

know that you, too, are rejoicing with us.

May our Father richly bless you both, my dear ones. Good night. A heart full of love

from both your children.

Alice F. Moffett

P.S. I must not forget to tell you how I have gained in flesh the last two months - am getting

back almost where I used to be, with solid flesh such as I have not had for a long time. Good

digestion assimilation and circulation of course are doing this.

The enclosed letter to Annie Bradley was written long ago and I thought was forwarded

promptly, but in some way it was tucked away in my desk and has only just been discovered.

Am sorry it has been delayed so long.

Alice

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

Dear Fatherdy and Little Mother,

Nov. 28th, 1904 Alice F. Moffett

The last mail brought your precious letters of Oct. 1 9th and 24th, and with them came

Smith’s invoice of our order so we may expect the goods now before many days. You have loaded

us down with Christmas gifts! What a time we shall have opening those boxes and packages 1

certainly meant to tell you of the sending of our order and thought I had done so, but I did not send

for a list of things because we did not need them! We are going to have just as good a time over all

the gifts and good things which your love has provided as if we did need them, but 1 cannot say we

did! I shall have clothes and shoes and under clothes until as Father says I shall have to sit up mg s

to wear them! And I think that surely with this coming supply ofjelly, jam, beef etc we ought to

have enough to last until we go home. More about all this after the goods come in. Probably we can

allow them ten more days before the river freezes.

The Woman’s Training Class opened last Saturday morning, and these are the busiest kind of

days for I am not only teaching every day but happen this year to be on the committee to look after

the details of the class, and that means a good deal of work. But oh, it is such a pleasure to wor o

and with these women; I always do so thoroughly enjoy it all. There are a large number in for study

this year who have never been here before and some from quite a distance and from new places, so

that the class work of this Fall promises to reach out where we have not touched before. The women

are all graded according to their ability to read and their knowledge of the Scriptures and are placed

in five classes. Every morning all gather in the chapel at nine o’clock for worship, then separate to

five class rooms for study from half past ten to twelve; again the five classes gather from two to half

past three, then have a singing class for half an hour and have an evening meeting for an hour or so

of review study. 1 am teaching selections from the Psalms to the highest class and thoroughly enjoy

it, as I believe the women do also from their interest and eagerness in the study.

Wed 30th One of the young girls who has been a protege of ours for the last four years, a

daughter of Sam’s former teacher who died about four years ago, is to be married today to the son of

one of the deacons of the church. I have just sent over our wedding gift to her; a partial table set of

brass dishes for her house keeping, these taking the place here of family silver with us. Sam is to

perform the ceremony this noon in the chapel, and then we are all invited to the Korean wedding

feast at the home in the city.

Mr. Herbert Blair, our new worker for the North, was welcomed here last week. Am glad

that you saw him, Fatherdy, if only for a few minutes. He is certainly a fine man, and oh, how much

it means to have him here for the Northern work.; He will be here in Pyeng Yang until Spring

probably, and then go to his appointed work in Syen Chun. The other three new missionaries all

stopped in Southern Korea.

Our dear Grandma Webb is talking quite seriously of going to America next Spring if she can

find some one with whom to make the journey. She feels that the winters here are beginning to

prove severe for her and fears that if she remains too long her health will suffer from it. It will be

exceedingly hard for her when the time comes to leave Mrs. Lee and the children, but she says now

that she is quite decided it is the thing for her to do. More than this, she says that she will make a

short stay in Honolulu with a brother-in-law and then on reaching America wants to spend several

months in San Rafael at the Jordan house. If this plan is carried out how fine it will be for you,

Mother, to have someone who has lived here so many years with whom to talk about Korea. Dear
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Grandma Webb, - 1 don’t know what we shall do without her. With this prospect of her going to San

Rafael do you know of any other place that would be better for her than with Mrs. Jordan? She did

not ask me to write you about it but I know you will be glad to see that she is comfortably situated.

She thinks that climate will be specially good for her.

We are having most beautiful weather, - clear and cold and frosty; there is a tonic in every

breath when one is out of doors. Sam is well, busy with city church work and preparing to go out

day after tomorrow for another country class. I am very well. Am getting through the class work

splendidly, and next week when this rush is over I mean to take an extra rest.

Fri., Dec. 2nd. How the days do fly away! Here we are already in the last month of this year.

On Wed. we had a splendid union meeting of the women of the class and some of the city women. 1

have two classes a day now for three days in succession and with the necessary preparation for them

it keeps me pretty busy, but the teaching is such a pleasure, every bit of it, even when in the girls’

school 1 try to teach the capacity of the lungs in cubic inches and the meaning of residual air to pupils

who do not know what a cube is!

I must tell you about our fresh com meal for I think it quite a discovery. This Summer we

had a Korean raise some field com for us, working on shares so that he received part of the proceeds,

and ever since the com dried thoroughly I have had it ground a little at a time as we want to use it

and find it much better even than that we receive from Smith s - because it is so perfectly fresh, I

suppose. Now, Fatherdy, I want to know how we can best get a half bushel of field com for planting

next year. It ought not to be necessary to get it at seed prices and for this reason I would rather not

put it on our order with the other seeds which we shall be sending for. Could you inquire about it for

us at Smith’s or elsewhere and have Smith receive and pay for half a bushel for us, to come out with

the next order? As soon as this Fall order comes in I shall begin to work on the next one for Spring

supplies, and shall try to send it by the last of Dec. We need to allow more time now for transit, there

are apt to be more delays this side of Japan than formerly. Little Mother, would you like to select the

plain pale green ingrain wall paper and the window shades for the “den”? I do not yet know just how

much will be needed but will send you the measurements later. I thought you would like to have a

finger in the selection but it will not be necessary for you to see to it unless you wish to. Since there

is no pattern to be chosen we will trust Smith’s judgment as to shade.

Now I must say “Goodbye” and prepare for class work. May our Father continue His rich

blessings upon you both, my dear ones. With much love to all the relatives and friends and a heart

full of love from us both to you,

Your loving daughter,

Alice F. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



New York, New York December 9, 1904 Arthur Judson Brown

The Rev. S.A. Moffett, D.D.

Pyeng Yang, Korea, Via Chemulpo

My dear Dr. Moffett:-

1 have read with great care your thoughtful letter of October 20
th

,
and I am very grateful to you

for the pains that you took to place before me the various matters referred to. It is always a help to a

Secretary to have such a light thrown upon a situation. I only wish that your letter had reached me in

time for presentation to the Committee on Korea and the Board in connection with the consideration of

the Minutes of the Mission Meeting, but unfortunately the letter did not arrive until all the Board

actions had been taken, and my letter thereon had been sent to the field. We trust, however, that the

conclusions of the Board will commend themselves to your judgment and to that of your associates.

I am trying to induce the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh to furnish the funds for the

opening of a new station in Korea, in addition to what it is already doing for the general work, and I

am sending to the pastor, the Rev. Dr. Maitland Alexander, a liberal extract from your letter.

The question as to what we can do for the young Koreans who are going to Honolulu and to

San Francisco is a very perplexing one. Unquestionably the first thing to do is to do everything

possible to prevent their going. I enclose a leaflet on the general subject which I drew up some time

ago and which the Board is widely distributing. It refers more particularly to Syrians, Armenians and

Persians, and yet the same general considerations apply to Koreans. Some other Orientals have little

difficulty in making their way financially in the United States at any rate after a few months’ residence

here, but I fear that the typical Korean would be quite unable to adjust himself to the conditions of our

American life and that he would be in danger of being an object of charity almost from the beginning.

As to those who will come, I think you have done the best thing by writing to the Rev. J.H.

Laughlin, the Superintendent of our Mission work in California. Dr. E.A. Sturge, of San Francisco,

the Superintendent of our Japanese work is also an excellent man and anything that could be done at

all for those in this country would probably have to be through those brethren.

As for those in Honolulu, it appears quite out of the question for our Board to undertake any

responsibility. You know that the Presbyteries have never had any work there and we have no one

connected with us through whom we could operate it. The American Board [of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions] long since discontinued its relations with that work as the churches in Honolulu and

its vicinity are now wholly self-supporting. Probably the best way and the only way that I can now
think of would be to address the President of the Union Board of Home Missions in Honolulu. It is a

Board constituted in Honolulu, and has charge of all the missionary operations of the Congregational

churches there. I do not know the name of the President, but a letter might be sent to the Rev. Frank

Damon, Superintendent of the Mission for the Chinese, and who would know how to bring it to the

attention of the proper persons. I have deep sympathy for the Koreans who turn in this way to other

lands and I shall not forget to pray for them.

Your letter relating to the Korean Independent Church has not yet arrived. I hope it is on the

way for I must hold up the matter at this end of the line until it comes.

A little volume by Robert F. Horton entitled “The Bible, A Missionary Book”, has recently

given me much food for thought. I am not at all in sympathy with some of the author’s fundamental

positions - indeed I dissent so widely from them that I would not be prepared to recommend the book

to a young Christian whose convictions were unformed or plastic. But on the other hand I found some

passages that impressed me as wonderfully fine. For many years I have made much of the Psalms in

my devotional reading and I feel that they voice some of the profoundest expressions of the Christian

life. You can imagine therefore how glad I was to find the following passages in Horton’s book, and I

pass them on to you as I know that you will enjoy them:
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“They (the Psalms) seem to be written in a universal tongue and except where the meaning of

the original is obscure, there is no difficulty in rendering them poetically into any language under

heaven. And as the language is plain, so the thought and the feeling are those of man as such. James

Gilmour, a solitary missionary in Mongolia, fills his journals and letters with gratitude for the Psalms;

he found them equal to all his needs and the expression of all his singular situations. He could, he

said, launch his own canoe at any time upon that stream and be carried whither he would go. Any man

anywhere can make the same discovery. These Hebrew Psalms are used wherever Christianity goes,

and they have no small share in carrying it into the uttermost parts of the earth. There can be no

hesitation in recognizing the supernatural cause of this remarkable fact. Whoever were the human

authors of the Psalms, the real author was the Spirit of God. No human poet and no series of poets

could have produced a collection capable of accomplishing such results as this has accomplished. The

missionary character of the Psalter lies not only in its forecast of the Messianic Kingdom, but much

more in the fullness, the richness, and the beauty with which it delineates both the deepest experiences

and the transient moods of the human soul in its relation with God. Nothing important seems to be left

out. Righteousness is described in full detail, and the blessedness of the righteous is celebrated with

lyrical joy. The contrition of the heart that has sinned, the passionate cry for pardon, the bliss of being

forgiven, the prayer for the Spirit to uphold as well as to cleanse, run through the Psalter from

beginning to end. The human soul that is speaking is one that has seen affliction, is frequently

overwhelmed, and cleaves to the dust; but there is a present help, there is God who loves, and pities,

and saves. Always in every Psalm there is God; the poet speaks of His glory, His majesty, His

manifestations in nature, the law He has given, the worship of His house, His constant oversight of

human affairs; but above all he speaks of God as a friend and even a lover, as a refuge, as a dwelling-

place, as an overshadowing presence. Not infrequently, as the sinner speaks to God, God s voice is

heard in reply, and the poem becomes a dialogue between God and man. The wonder and the comfort

and the joy of it are unspeakable; as the intercourse goes on, earthly troubles fade away, earthly

enemies arc overcome, and even death, which at first sight seems to the singer the cessation of being,

and an everlasting silence, is, like other foes, vanquished in the assurance, ‘Thou wilt not leave my

soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer Thy holy one to see corruption. Thou wilt show me the path of

life: in Thy presence is fulness ofjoy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”

You will recall that Stanley in the heart of darkest Africa found strength and comfort and

inspiration in the Psalms. How wonderful they are. 1 know that you often feel that God is speaking

through them to your own soul, and I am sure that you must find them very helpful in your missionary

work as well as in your personal experience. I would b e interested in having you tell me in some

future letter to what extent you find it true that the hearts of the people among whom you labor respond

to the universal voice of the Psalms of Israel.

Please remember me cordially to Mrs. Moffett and to all at the station. We are looking forward

with some eagerness to your next furlough. You will be lovingly welcomed and we know that you will

be able to help a great deal in arousing a deeper interest in the work so dear to all our hearts.

Affectionately yours,

Arthur J. Brown

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242 (part 2), letter #130)



Pyeng Yang, Korea Dec. 10th, 1904 Alice F. Moffett

Dear Father and Mother,

Our Christmas order has arrived, and such an order as it is! - over filled with good things

for us. I shall have to say of it as Sam did of Mother’s strawberry jam he was enjoying on the

river last Summer, you too are enjoying these good things with us, for you certainly do delight in

loading us with every thing to make these children of yours happy, and surely we always feel

like children when we are delving into boxes and packages and bundles and finding surprises

everywhere. I am having the unpacking of the order alone this time, for Sam is still out at the

Han Chun class and will not return before next Tuesday, but I am saving everything possible for

Christmas unopened so we can enjoy them together. I could not resist the dry goods, however,

so that has all come to light. The waist you made is a beauty, Mother, and so beautifully done, -

no wonder you found it a great deal of work. The scarlet shirt waist is gorgeous , most too much

so for a woman of thirty four, is it not! I shall have to remember every time that I am wearing it

to please you and Sam, and the Koreans! for they think it most beautiful. Hat, shoes, veil and

dainty collars, every thing carried splendidly. The Christmas candy has all been put away to be

brought out later as the holidays approach perhaps. But the fruit is already unpacked and in use

and oh, how good it is to have it.

Tues. 13th. Only today have I finished unpacking the entire order; every thing came in

even better condition than usual this time. Two of the small bottles of grape juice were entirely

empty,- the contents having leaked out in some unaccountable manner, - but not one bottle was

broken. What an array we have in our store room now! We are certainly prepared to live on the

fat of the land through a fairly long siege.

Sam came home today from his country class. His wheel gave out and he had to walk in

the whole thirty miles (about 90 “li” and in spite of being tired has a meeting which had been

previously called for this evening. But he is well and had a fine trip and class.

Our Woman’s Training Class closed last Thursday after what seemed to me the best

session we have ever had. It was held from Nov. 26th., to Dec. 8th.,-there were 321 women
enrolled, and many of those in the first and second classes had come in for the first time. In spite

of the fact that we thought it might be difficult for many of the country women to travel this year

because of so many Japanese throughout the country, there was a larger enrolment than ever

before, and, what surprised us still more, there was a class of 72 young women very few of

whom were over twenty years of age. This last fact is an exceedingly encouraging feature of the

class work. Of the 321 women only about 50 are city women and the others have come from all

parts of the district under the care of this Station, so you see how far reaching is the influence

that goes out from one of these classes. This year for the first time we graduated from the fifth

class 16 women who have completed the entire course of study, keeping our hold on them,

however, by giving them an outline for a course of home reading and study upon which they are

to be examined when it has been completed. Nearly all these 16 women are already teachers in

Sabbath School, traveling missionaries, or Bible women under personal instruction so it will be

comparatively easy to see that their study is continued. Mrs. Whiting brought with her some

money from a friend in America who asked that it be used in the distribution of the Gospel of
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John, so at the last union meeting the class women were told about this and asked to help in

carrying these Gospels to unbelieving women in the country who are too poor to buy a

Testament. 130 copies of Mark, Luke and John were distributed and the eagerness of the women

to take them was so great that we had a hard time in giving them out just as fast as we could.

Oh, but this is a joyous work, so full of blessing and opportunity.

Today we are especially happy over the arrival of a new lot of New Testaments of the

latest translation which have been printed in Japan. The Koreans are as eager for them as we are

to have them to sell. They have come just in time for the weather has turned colder and the little

river is already frozen.

Wed. evening. I had a good meeting this after noon with the catechumen women. Won

Si my Bible woman, has gone out to teach a country class for ten days. I am not doing any

dispensary work now, giving all my time to four classes a week and the preparation for them.

Sam has gone to Korean prayer meeting this evening and I have been writing away here

until now it is my early bed time and I must say “Good night” to you my dear ones. Give much

love to all the relatives and friends for me. I intend to write at once to Benicia Presbytery and

the Occidental Board about the Class and some features of the Fall work. May our Father

continue His rich blessings upon you, keep you in health and strength and use you in His service

With a heart full of love from both your children,

Your loving daughter,

Alice F. Moffett

We are both very well.

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea December 16, 1904 S.A. Moffett

Hon. H.N. Allen

U.S. Legation, Seoul

Dear Dr. Allen:-

I want to thank you most cordially for your action in the case of the transgression of

treaty rights by the Acting Kamni [magistrate] here. I am glad to know that you secured the

punishment of the man so that the lesson is taught. The officials for the last two months have

been very friendly and I think intend to avoid any further transgressions of our rights.

Magistrate Paing especially is seeking to curry favor with us. He has been out to see me twice

recently and has several times attended Church and prayer meeting. Just at present he has been

removed from office but I understand the Japanese Consul and Military Officer here are doing

all they can to have him re-instated.

We are also having the II Chin Hoi [s! u! *1
], the Chin Po Hoi

[
£!-*- -*-1 and other

societies here so that little by little the political atmosphere is becoming more and more cloudy.

Our community keeps well and work goes on as usual.

With kindest regards and wishes for a Glad Christmas season to you and Mrs. Allen.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

2ear 2), &rovun: ^becemher 30, 1904

y0u may not liai/e realized that the American YYjinidter had ad a part of hid

functions to compelrecalcitrant official to go to church. ^Jdope it willdo the man good.

wjourd,

J4.UJIL

This letter from S.A. Moffett to Dr. Allen was forwarded by Allen to Dr. A.J. Brown at the New
York Board offices.

(from microfilm reel #281, Vol. 234, letter #144)






